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FOREWORD

The purpose of the Student Progression Plan for the Suwannee County School Board is to establish a comprehensive student progression plan that includes standards for evaluating each student’s performance on the Sunshine State Standards and to provide school personnel, parents, students and other interested citizens with the procedures for promotion and graduation and the policies established by the School Board to meet State Student Performance Standards for language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, health and physical education, and foreign language as approved by the State Board of Education.  This plan is based on local goals and objectives which are compatible with the state's plan for education.  In order to meet these goals, schools are directed to implement a flexible curriculum.   Enable each student to become fully functioning and self-motivating according to his/her potential, including educational, social, personal, and vocational needs and desires in the context of academic rigor and relevance.  The plan emphasizes integration and reinforcement of reading, writing and mathematics in all subjects including career awareness, career exploration and career and technical education.
 I.
General Procedures for Promotion

A.
In Suwannee County Public Schools, decisions regarding pupil promotion and special placement are primarily the responsibility of professional staff members of the individual school; however, school principals shall review such recommendations with consideration for requirements within the Student Progression Plan.

B.
Pupil promotion is based on evaluation of each pupil's achievement in terms of appropriate instructional goals.  Discussions shall be based on results of progress tests, classroom assignments, daily observation, standardized tests, state assessments, ability to function at the next grade or course level and other objective data.

C.
It is the responsibility of teachers and appropriate support personnel to identify students who appear unable to make satisfactory progress toward district objectives and who fail to meet State Student Performance Standards.

D.
Report card grades or notations must clearly reflect each student's level of achievement and attendance.   Parents will be notified when students are achieving below the expected level of proficiency.

E.
The Board recognizes the importance of a student grading system which is clearly identified and meaningful to students, parents, and school personnel.  Grades shall be assigned as follows:
         
Grade-    2-12


Point     Grade      


Grade Definition           
Value     Scale   

   
A Outstanding Progress       
4      
90-100


B Above Average Progress       
3       
80-89


C Average Progress              
2       
70-79


D Lowest Acceptable Progress  
1       
60-69


F Failure                                     
0        
 0-59


I Incomplete                               
0


E Excellent


S Satisfactory


N Needs Improvement


U Unsatisfactory


√ Check for skill accomplishment

Incomplete work must be completed for a grade.  Failure to complete necessary work within three (3) weeks after the end of the grading period, or within one (1) week if incomplete work occurs during the last grading period of the regular school year, will result in a grade of "F" or "U".  Incomplete work resulting from excessive unexcused absences will be recorded as an F.




Student Progress to Parents

Schools shall use district-adopted report cards to report grades at nine-week intervals.  Grades shall be supported by records which indicate how the teacher arrived at the evaluation.  Classroom grades will be posted within three (3) days to provide current assessment of student progress.  In addition, mid nine weeks progress reports shall be issued for all students. Schools will report annually to the parent or legal guardian of each student the progress of the student towards achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in reading, writing, science, and mathematics.  The school must report to the parent or legal guardian the student’s results on each statewide assessment test.  The evaluation of each student’s progress must be based upon the student’s classroom work, observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant information.  Progress must be provided to the parent or legal guardian in writing using a district adopted format.  At the end of each term, the parent or guardian of each student in grades 9-12 who has a cumulative GPA of less than 0.5 above the cumulative GPA required for graduation must be notified that the student is at risk of not meeting the requirements for graduation.  The notice must contain an explanation of the policies the district has in place to assist the student in meeting the GPA requirement.  Districts should ensure that the notice is understandable to all parents in the district.

Students who do not meet the specific district levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics or who do not meet the specific levels of performance on statewide assessments as determined by the Commissioner of Education will be provided remediation through:

.
additional diagnostic assessments determined by the district, to identify the nature of the student’s difficulty and areas of academic need; and

.
implementation of an individual Student Progress Monitoring Plan, developed in consultation with a parent or guardian that is designed to assist the student in meeting state and district expectations of proficiency.

The district school board must annually publish in the local newspaper, and report in writing to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year the following information on the prior school year:
1. The provisions of this section relating to public school student progression and the district school board’s policies and procedures on student retention and promotion.

2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading portion of the FCAT.

3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total number of student who were promoted for good cause, by each category of good cause.

5. Any revisions to the district school board’s policy on student retention and promotion from the prior year.


The district must also report to the State Board of Education by October 1st each year, district approved “Major” areas of interest for students at the high school level.

F.
The Superintendent shall be responsible for preparation and annual updating of plans and procedures to implement an instructional program in the district's schools which promotes mastery of State Student Performance Standards in reading, language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, health and physical education, and foreign language.  The Student Progression Plan will provide assurance that all students within the Suwannee County Public Schools who have not demonstrated proficiency of performance standards in reading, writing, science, and mathematics shall receive appropriate instruction and that all students who receive a diploma shall have met and/or exceeded all the requirements mandated by the State of Florida and by the School Board.

Proficiency and promotion shall be  based upon district student performance grade-level guidelines and/or by passing the course in which standards are included, or by meeting course requirements for graduation and teachers are responsible for assessing proficiency as part of the regular course testing activities.

All students K-12 must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by s. 1008.22.  Each student who does not meet the specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade level according to the following student performance grade level guidelines, must be provided with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty and areas of academic need.  
The school board shall allocate remedial and supplemental instructional resources, including SAI funds, to students in the following priority:.  
1. Students who are deficient in reading by the end of grade 3.
2. Students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion consistent with the district school board’s plan for student progression.
Student Performance Grade Level Guidelines for


Retention or Remedial
Instruction for

Sunshine State Standards

	Grade Level
	Reading
	Writing
	Science
	Mathematics

	
1
	at or below 45th %ile NRT Reading Comprehension (Gr. K,1)
	below 25% proficiency of Kdg. Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing
	below 25% of Kdg. Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Science
	at or below 45th %ile NRT Math Concepts & Applications (Gr.K & 1) 


	
2
	at or below 45th %ile NRT Reading Comprehension (Gr. 1, 2)
	below 25% proficiency of Grade 1 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing
	below 25% proficiency of Gr. 1 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Science
	at or below 45th%ile NRT Math Concepts & Applications (Gr. 1,2) 




	
3                          *All retained 3rd grade students must have an SPMP.
	at or below 45th %ile NRT Reading (Gr.2, 3)


OR

below Level 3 FCAT/SSS reading (Gr. 3)
	below 50% proficiency of Grade 2 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing
	below 40% proficiency of Gr. 2 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Science
	at or below 45th %ile NRT Math Concepts & Applications Gr. 2 


OR 

below Level 3 FCAT/SSS Math (Grade 3)

	
4
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Reading (Gr. 3,4) 


OR 

below Level 3 FCAT (Gr.3, 4) Reading
	below 50% proficiency of Gr. 3 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing 


OR 

below 3.5 FCAT Writing (Gr. 4)
	below 40% proficiency of Gr. 3 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Science
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Math (Gr. 3,4) 


OR 
below Level 3 FCAT/SSS Math (Gr. 3, 4)

	
5
	below Level 3 FCAT (Gr. 4,5)
	below 3.5 FCAT Writing (Gr. 4)
	below Level 3 FCAT Science (Gr. 5)
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Math (Gr. 4)


OR

below Level 3 FCAT SSS/Math (Gr. 4,5)

	
6                           All 6 grade students scoring below Level 3 FCAT Reading must have an  SPMP. 
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Reading (Gr. 5)


OR

below Level 3 FCAT/ SSS Reading (Gr. 5,6)
	below 50% proficiency of Gr. 5 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing
	below Level 3 FCAT Science (Gr. 5)
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Math (Gr. 5,6)                          OR                              below Level 3 FCAT Math (Gr. 5,6)

	
7
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Reading (Gr. 6)


OR
below Level 3 FCAT/ SSS Reading (Gr. 6,7)
	below 50% proficiency of Gr. 6 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing
	below 40% proficiency of Gr. 6 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Science
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Math Gr. 6


OR

below Level 3 FCAT SSS/Math (Gr. 6,7)

	
8
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Gr. 7, 8

OR
below Level 3 FCAT Reading (Gr.7, 8)


	Below 3.5 FCAT Writing (Gr. 8) 


OR 

below 50% proficiency of Gr. 7 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Writing
	below 50% proficiency of Gr. 7 Grade Level Expectations for SSS/Science  OR below Level 3 FCAT Science (Gr. 8)
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Math (Gr. 7,8) 

OR
below Level 3 FCAT Math (Gr. 8) 



	
9

Cumulative GPA less than 2.0
	below Level 3 FCAT/SSS Reading (Gr. 8,9)
	below 3.5 FCAT Writing (Gr. 8)
	below Level 3 FCAT Science (Gr. 8)
	below Level 3 FCAT/SSS Math (Gr. 8,9)

	
10

Cumulative GPA less than 2.0
	below Level 3 FCAT/SSS

Reading (Gr.9, 10)
	below 3.5
FCAT Writing (Gr. 8, 10)
	failed Science (Gr. 9)
	at or below 45th %ile FCAT/NRT Math (Gr. 9)


OR
below Level 3 FCAT/ SSS Math (Gr. 9,10)

	
11

Cumulative GPA less than 2.0
	below Level 3 FCAT/ SSS Reading (Gr. 10) 
OR

not passing FCAT Reading

            
	below 3.5 FCAT Writing (Gr. 10)
	failed Science (Gr. 10)


OR

below Level 3 FCAT Science (Gr. 11)
	below Level 3 FCAT/SSS Math (Gr. 10) 


OR 
not passing FCAT Math

	
12

Cumulative GPA less than 2.0
	below Level 3  FCAT/SSS Reading  OR not passing FCAT Reading
	below 3.5 FCAT Writing (Gr. 10) 
	failed Science (Gr. 11) OR below Level 3 FCAT Science (Gr. 11)
	below Level 3 FCAT/SSS Math (Gr. 10) OR not passing FCAT Math


*SPMP – Student Progress Monitoring Plan




The school in which the student is enrolled must develop, in consultation with the student’s parent or legal guardian, and must implement a Student Progress Monitoring Plan (SPMP) designed to assist the student in meeting state and district expectations for proficiency.  Each plan must include the provision of intensive remedial instruction in the area(s) of diagnosed weakness. When the student has been identified as having a deficiency in reading, the Student Progress Monitoring Plan shall identify:

●
the student’s specific areas of deficiency in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary;

 ●
the desired levels of performance in these areas;

●
the instructional and support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of performance
●
literacy.  
Schools shall also provide for the frequent monitoring of the student’s progress in meeting the desired levels of performance.  The district shall assist schools and teachers in the implementation of research-based reading activities that have been shown to be successful in teaching reading to low-performing students.  Remedial instruction provided during high school may not be in lieu of English and Mathematics credits required for graduation.

Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented deficiency has not been corrected in accordance with the Student Progress Monitoring Plan, the student may be retained within an intensive program that is different from the previous year’s program and that takes into account the student’s learning style.  Each student who does not meet the minimum performance expectations must continue remedial or supplemental instruction until the expectations are met or the student graduates from high school or is not subject to compulsory school attendance.   An appropriate alternative placement will be considered for a student who has been retained two (2) or more years including students in grade 3 promoted for good cause.
Intensive reading instruction for students so promoted must include an altered instructional day based upon a Student Progress Monitoring Plan that includes specialized diagnostic information and specific reading strategies for each student.

The district school board shall assist schools and teachers to implement reading strategies that research has shown to be successful in improving reading among low performing readers.
All grades shall stress a program of reading, language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, health and physical education skills with an emphasis on State Student Performance Standards in reading, writing, science, and mathematics.


G.
A student enrolled in any grade level K-12 shall enroll in a combination of instructional programs for at least one (1) FTE of funded instruction.  A student enrolled in 9-12 of the secondary school shall enroll in a combination of instructional programs for at least one (1) FTE of funded instruction and shall carry a full class load of classes on a modified block schedule. 
H.
Students shall be enrolled on a full time basis.  Any exception shall be justified on the basis of medical or personal hardship, completion of all graduation requirements or assignment to the Hospital/Homebound Program. Such exception must be approved by the School Board.

I.
Students transferring into a Suwannee County Public School who have completed work at state or regionally accredited schools, i.e. Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), shall have placement and credits accepted at face value and shall be based on an official transcript.  Grade placement and/or determination of credits for students transferring from nonaccredited schools, non-regionally accredited private schools, home school, out of state or foreign country shall be based on the following criteria:

1.
In grades 1-8, students shall be given a District designated reading test and a District designated math test within 10 days of enrollment.  If a student scores in the bottom quartile on either test, a placement committee (consisting of the parent/guardian, a classroom teacher, a guidance counselor, the curriculum coordinator or principal) shall be convened to write a Student Progress Monitoring Plan.

2.
In grades 9-12, credit will be allowed in appropriate areas if there is sufficient evidence of completion of course work and objectives.  This evidence, which may include transcripts, portfolios, and subject area exams, must be reviewed by a counselor, the curriculum coordinator, and the principal to determine if credit can be awarded.  Schools are to validate, when validation is required, transfer credits through scholastic performance first.  Students transferring into a public school must be placed at the appropriate sequential course level.  Performance at a minimum grade point average of 2.0 in the placement validates the student’s prior performance in that subject area.  Students that do not meet a 2.0 or choose not to continue to the next sequential level in a particular subject area (i.e., foreign languages) must have their credits validated using one of the listed alternative validation procedures in Appendix #5.  A Student Progress Monitoring Plan is written when below proficiency levels of performance are indicated.
3.
Students in Exceptional Student Education programs, except Gifted and Hospital and Homebound, will be evaluated in accordance with standards used for credit or grade placement of ESE students.

4.
All students, other than some ESE students exempted from testing as prescribed in their IEP, would require testing, except those coming from a public school accredited as part of that state's public school agency or accredited by a regional agency of the Association of Colleges and Schools.
J.
In accordance with the requirements of State Board of Education and the desire of the Board to encourage excellence, the State Department of Education Student Performance Standards for reading, language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, health and physical education, and foreign language shall be incorporated into the instructional objectives for these subject areas, and appropriate instruction based upon these standards shall be provided.

 II.
Promotion and Placement within the Elementary and Middle Grades (K-8)
A.
Kindergarten and Grade 1 Admission Criteria:

1.
Kindergarten Admission Criteria
Students must be 5 years old on or before September 1 or when transferring from another state shall be admitted under the same age requirements established in the State in which the student resided.  Students must satisfy all health requirements established by the school Board prior to school admission.

2.
Grade 1 Admission Criteria:

Students must be 6 years old on or before September 1 and must have satisfactorily completed kindergarten or when transferring from another state shall be admitted under the same age requirements established in the State in which the student resided.  Students must satisfy all health requirements established by the School Board prior to school admission.

B.
Minimum district-wide criteria for promotion, retention, or special placement is established in this Student Progression Plan.  Consideration will be given to factors such as student proficiency levels in reading, writing, science and mathematics, general progress, and attendance.  No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion.
1.
Promotion or special placement (K-5)
a.
It is the intent of the School Board that each student’s progression from one grade to another be determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science and mathematics.  Decisions regarding student placement can best be met by establishment of placement committees which shall include at least, the curriculum coordinator, guidance counselor, and present teacher(s).  The principal has the responsibility of adding other teachers, such as exceptional education teachers, who provide some part of the student's instructional program.  The promotion of students to the next grade shall be determined by the placement committees except that principals shall exercise the final decisions regarding any student who should be treated as a special case for good cause.  Placement committees shall consider the proficiency levels in reading, writing, science and mathematics as determined by national norm reference tests, state assessments, local assessments, classroom work, observations and teacher recommendations.  The placement committee may give consideration to changes in placement at any time during the school year.

b.
To promote a greater opportunity for appropriate student progression and placement, the School Board does hereby acknowledge that:

1)
Each elementary school may provide a modified classroom setting to meet the developmental needs of students progressing from Kindergarten to grade 1.  This placement for students who are not ready for skills presented in Grade 1 will provide: 1)alternative instructional techniques, 2) smaller class size and 3) appropriate instructional materials to support the developmental level of students toward achieving the State Student Performance Standards.

2) Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in reading skills in Kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 must be given intensive reading instruction immediately following the identification of the reading deficiency.  The student’s reading proficiency must be reassessed with a reading screening assessment and/or a diagnostic assessment of reading skills at the beginning (within the first four (4) weeks) of the grade following the intensive reading instruction. The student must continue to be given intensive reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied.  If the student’s reading  deficiency, is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the FCAT in reading for grade 3, the student must be retained.   The placement committee (LEP committee for LEP students) may exempt a student from mandatory retention for good cause.  The district shall establish a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration Development (READ) Initiative in order to prevent retention and to offer intensive accelerated reading instruction to grade 3 or grade 3+ students who failed to meet standards for promotion to grade 4, and to each K-3 student who is assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency.  The READ Initiative shall:  be provided to all K-3 students at risk of retention as identified by an assessment system that measures phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension; be provided during regular school hours in addition to the regular reading instruction; and use a state-identified reading curriculum.

3)
The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in writing of the following:
a)
That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading.

b) A description of the current services that are provided to the child.

c) A description of  the  proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.
d) That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause; 
e) Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency;
f) That the FCAT is not the sole determiner of promotion.  
g) The district’s specific criteria and policies for mid-year promotion.





Good cause exemptions include:

a)
Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages program.
b)
Students with disabilities whose individual education plan (IEP) indicates that participation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate.

c)
Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative standardized reading assessment approved by the State Board of Education.

d)
Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that the student is reading on grade level as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in reading equal to a t least a Level 2 performance on the FCAT.

e)
Students with disabilities who participate in the FCAT and who have an IEP or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received the intensive remediation in reading for more than 2 years but still demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1,  grade 2, or grade 3.

f)
Students who have received the intensive remediation in reading for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 2 years.




Request for good cause exemptions for students from the mandatory retention requirement shall be made consistent with the following:  
●
documentation shall be submitted from the student’s teacher to the school principal that indicates that the promotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the student’s academic record.  In order to minimize paperwork requirements, such documentation shall consist only of the existing student progress monitoring plan, individual educational plan, if applicable, report card, or student portfolio.
●
The principal shall review and discuss such recommendations with the teacher and make the determination as to whether the student should be promoted or retained.  
●
If the school principal determines that the student should be promoted, the school principal shall make such recommendation in writing to the district school superintendent.  
●
The superintendent shall accept or reject the principal’s recommendation in writing.


Each school district shall provide written notification to the parent of any third grade student who is retained that his or her child has not met requirements for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good cause exemption.  The notification must include a description of proposed interventions and supports that will be provided to the child.

4) Students in grade 3 who have been retained, including Limited English Proficient students and students with disabilities, may be promoted mid-year upon meeting one (1) of the following criteria:
a) The student demonstrates, through a student portfolio,  in accordance with rules of the State Board of Education, that the student is reading on grade level as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in reading above Level 2 performance on the grade 3 FCAT.

b) The student demonstrates an acceptable level of performance on a district approved Grade 3 standardized reading comprehension assessment.  The student must score at or above the 70th %ile on the district norm-reference test given after November 1 of the school year.  The student’s progress must be sufficient to master appropriate 4th grade level reading skills.

c) The student is Limited English Proficient and satisfactorily completes an alternative assessment to demonstrate mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in reading above Level 2 performance on the grade 3 FCAT.

2.
Promotion or Special Placement (6-8)
a.
In grades 6-8 students who have not reached an appropriate level of mastery of the State Performance Standards or who have not scored at the 25th percentile or above on national norm reference tests shall receive additional diagnostic and remedial instruction in reading, writing, or mathematics skills, through special grouping to provide remediation. 
b.
Students performing at Level I on FCAT Reading will enroll and complete an Intensive Reading course the following year.  Students performing at Level II could participate in Intensive classes or in content courses with appropriate strategies applied.  Students performing at Level I or II on FCAT Math will receive remediation in a required Math course the following year. Placement in these courses shall be made by placement committees which shall include, at least the curriculum coordinator, guidance counselor, present teacher, and another teacher in the department or grade. 
c.
Beginning for students entering Grade 6 in 2006-2007, to be promoted from Grade 8, a student must successfully complete:

3-English courses (middle grade level or higher)


3-Math courses (middle grade level or higher)*


3-Science (middle grade level or higher)*

3-Social Studies (middle grade level or higher)**

1-Career and Education Planning (using “choices”) and FACTS.org resulting in a “Personalized Academic and Career Plan.”

*Algebra I or equivalent may be offered for high school credit

**One semester to include study of Federal and State Government along with Civics education



3.
Retention (K-5)

For grades K-5, the school may retain students, by using the following criteria:

a.
The teacher shall complete a thorough student evaluation and such results shall be entered on a uniform district form.

b.
After a teacher evaluation, including but not limited to criteria in Section II.B.1.b.2) of this Student Progression Plan, a placement committee conference shall precede a decision to recommend student retention.

c.
The school shall complete at least steps approved by the Superintendent that would ensure that a good effort has been made to schedule a principal-teacher-parent conference.

d.
If, after a thorough evaluation of the student’s performance and after a parent conference, the principal/placement committee recommends retention, the student will be retained.  If a conference cannot be arranged with the parent or guardian, the student will be placed in the proper grade as determined by the recommendation of the principal and the placement committee.

4. Successful Progression for Retained Readers
a.
Third grade students who are retained must be provided intensive interventions in reading to ameliorate the specific reading deficiency, as identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic assessment.  The intensive interventions must include:  effective instructional practices; participation in the district’s summer reading camp; and appropriate teaching methodologies  necessary to assist those students in becoming successful readers, able to read at or above grade level, and ready for promotion to the next grade.
b.
Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the district shall conduct a review of SPMP’s for all retained third grade students who did not score above Level 1 on the reading portion of the  FCAT and did not meet one of the good cause exemptions, and shall address additional supports and services needed to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

c.
The district shall require a student portfolio to be completed for each retained third grade student.

d.
Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the district shall  provide students who are retained under the mandatory retention of students who are not remediated at the end of the third grade as demonstrated by scoring level 2 or higher on the FCAT  with intensive instructional services and supports to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency including a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading instruction and other strategies, which may include, but are not limited to:  small group instruction; reduced teacher-student ratios; more frequent progress monitoring; tutoring or mentoring, and/or summer reading camps.


e.
Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the school shall provide tier three (students retained two times in the same academic grade) retained third grade students with a high-performing teacher as determined by student performance data and above-satisfactory performance appraisals.

f.
The school shall provide retained third grade students with at least one of the following instructional options:  supplemental tutoring in research-based reading services; a “Read at Home” plan outlined in a parental contract, including participation in “Families Building Better Readers Workshops” and regular parent-guided home reading; and/or a mentor or tutor with specialized reading training.

5. Intensive Acceleration Class for Retained Readers
a. Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the district shall establish at each applicable school an Intensive Acceleration Class (IAC) provided to any student in grade 3 who scores at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was retained in grade 3 the prior year because of scoring at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT.  The focus of the IAC shall be to increase a child’s reading level at least two grade levels in one school year.  The IAC must:  have a reduced teacher-student ratio; provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day and incorporate opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards in other core subject areas; use a reading program that is scientifically research-based and has proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the same school year; provide research-based intensive language and vocabulary instruction, including use of a speech language therapist; and weekly progress monitoring measures to ensure that progress is being made.

b.
Retained tier three third grade students who have received intensive instructional services but are still not ready for grade promotion must be offered the option of being placed in a transitional instructional setting/intensive acceleration class.  Such a setting shall specifically be designed to produce learning gains sufficient to meet grade 4 performance standards while continuing to remediate the areas of reading deficiency.
6.
Successful Progression for Retained Readers-Reporting
a.
The district shall report to the Department of Education, in the manner prescribed by the department, the progress of students in the Intensive Acceleration Class (IAC) at the end of the first semester.  The manner prescribed by the Department of Education is the Progress Monitoring and Reporting Network (PMRN) developed by FCRR (Florida  Center for Reading Research).
b.
The district shall report to the State Board of Education, as requested, on the specific intensive reading interventions and supports implemented at the school district level.  The Commissioner of Education shall annually prescribe the required components of requested reports.  Required components for reporting include:

1)
screening 


2)
diagnostic/assessment system 


3)
progress monitoring  administered four times a year


4)
outcome measures 


5)
core reading curriculum




6)
supplementary materials 


7)
class pupil to teacher ratio 


8)
daily amount of uninterrupted reading

9)
supplementary options for parents


7.
Retention (6-8)
For grades 6-8, the school may recommend retention if a student fails two (2) or more academic subjects.   A student who fails two (2) or more academic subjects may be retained, but will have the option of attending a remediation program during the school year or summer school should the district provide program(s).  Upon successful remediation, the student will be eligible for promotion.  Subjects conducted during summer school under a regular clock hour schedule shall be a minimum of one hundred twenty hours (120), except where competency based courses are provided.  Remedial subject retrieval courses may have fewer hourly requirements.  Students must have successfully completed all course requirements to exit Grade 8.  
C. In grades 6-8, each school shall follow approved curriculum frameworks as outlined in the state guidelines for performance standards.  Schools shall annually prepare, for School Board approval, a Course of Study that includes a listing of all courses or programs, with codes and titles.  A student will only receive a passing grade in a two term course if the yearly average for both terms is a passing grade.  Courses may be organized to meet for periods less than a year or term, as identified on the School Board approved Course of Study.  The schools’ academic curriculum, activities and health requirements are to be provided at annual parent meetings.
D.
Administrative Placement

During pre-planning, or early in a school year, or early after enrollment, a school principal may give consideration to the need for administrative placement of students in grades K-8.  When a decision is made that such consideration is necessary, a Review Committee will be selected that includes, at least, whenever possible, the following personnel:  principal, curriculum coordinator, guidance counselor, and a teacher from the previous or current year.  Committee recommendations shall be based on, at least, the following:


1.
Student has one (1) or more major characteristics of "at-risk" students


2.
Locations of the most appropriate instructional program

After consideration of a committee recommendation, the school principal will make a final decision on administrative placement.  However, a principal may not over-ride the mandatory grade 3 retention without students having met the “good cause” criteria.

III.
Placement, Classification and Graduation in High School (9-12)

A. Classification and Promotion

Regular promotions will occur only at the end of the regular school year or at the end of summer school.  Classifications shall be as follows for students who entered the ninth grade prior to the 2007-2008 school year:


1.
Grade 9 ...student promoted from grade eight

2.
Grade 10...student must have earned six (6) credits.  Mid-year promotion to Grade 10 may occur for students in Grade 9 who earn nine (9) credits by the end of Term I.

3.
Grade 11...student must have earned thirteen (13) credits 

4.
Grade 12...student must have earned twenty (20) credits or eighteen (18) credits and be enrolled in a course of studies that will lead to graduation at the end of the current academic year (including summer).  

*Senior privileges and activities will only be afforded to students on the 24 or 27 credit graduation option or to students classified as grade 12 and enrolled in their 4th year of high school. For 2007-2008 only, students with exactly 19 or 19 ½ credits and who pass all seven classes could have one elective credit requirement waived for graduation purposes.



Regular promotions will occur only at the end of the regular school year or at the end of summer school.  Classifications shall be as follows for students entering the ninth grade during the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter:



1.
Grade 9 ...student promoted from grade eight.
2.
Grade 10...student must have earned five (5) credits.  Mid-year promotion to Grade 10 may occur for students in Grade 9 who earn five (5) credits by the end of Term I.


3.
Grade 11...student must have earned eleven (11) credits. 

4.
Grade 12...student must have earned seventeen (17) credits and be enrolled in a course of studies that will lead to graduation at the end of the current academic year (including summer).  

*Senior privileges and activities will only be afforded to students on the 24 or 27 credit graduation option or to students classified as grade 12 and enrolled in their 4th year of high school.




B.
Requirements for Graduation from Regular High School

No student may be issued a diploma or may participate in graduation exercises who has not met the requirements for graduation.   All students scheduled to graduate in 2004 and thereafter may select one of the graduation options listed below.  Students are encouraged to consider their postsecondary education or career plan goals when selecting an option.  For students entering ninth grade 2007-2008 and thereafter, a minimum 24 credit requirement to include: 16-core credits and 8-major/minor/elective credits, will be implemented.

	Courses





	General Requirements for High School Graduation (4-year) 2007-08 9th Grader
	General Requirements for High School Graduation (4-year)   Pre-2007-08
	Accelerated College Preparatory Program (3-year)  , 
	Accelerated Career Preparatory Program (3-year) 

	English
	4 credits (major concentration in composition and literature)
	4 credits (major concentration in composition and literature)
	4 credits (major concentration in composition and literature)
	4 credits (major concentration in composition and literature)

	Mathematics
	4 credits (one of which must be Algebra I or its equivalent)
	4 credits (one of which must be Algebra I or its equivalent)
	3 credits at the Algebra I level or above from the list of courses that qualify for state university admission
	3 credits (one of which must be Algebra I)

	Science
	3 credits (two must have a laboratory component)
	4 credits (two must have a laboratory component)
	3 credits in natural science (two must have a laboratory component)
	3 credits in natural science (two must have a laboratory component)

	Social Studies
	3 credits

  1 credit World History

  1 credit American History

  ½ credit American Government

  ½ credit Economics
	1 credit World History

1 credit American History

½ credit American Government

½ credit Economics

1 additional social studies
	1 credit World History

1 credit American History

½ credit American Government

½ credit Economics


	1 credit World History

1 credit American History

½ credit American Government

½ credit Economics



	Foreign Language


	not required for high school graduation; required for admission into state universities
	not required for high school graduation; required for admission into state universities
	2 credits in same second language or demonstrated proficiency in another foreign language
	

	Practical Arts/Performing Fine Arts


	1 credit from Fine or Performing Arts, including Speech or Debate

	1 credit practical arts career and technical  education

 or
1 credit performing fine arts 

or
½ credit in practical arts and

½ credit in performing fine arts
	
	3 credits in a single vocational or career education program, 

3 credits in career and technical certificate dual enrollment courses 

or 

5 credits in vocational or career education courses

	Major Area of Interest
	4 credits from:

  Career/Technical Programs,

  Fine/Performing Arts, or

  An Academic Content Area
	
	
	

	Life Management Skills
	1 credit

H.O.P.E.
	½ credit
	
	

	Physical Education


	
	1 credit (including ½ credit of Personal Fitness and ½ credit physical education elective
	
	

	Electives


	4 credits
	8 ½ credits
	3 credits
	2 credits (unless 5 credits are earned as referenced above)

	TOTAL
	24
	27 credits
	18 credits 
	18 credits

	State Assessment Requirements
	earn passing scores on the FCAT (grade 10) if at least Level 3 (Reading, Writing, Math) or approved  concordant scores
	earn passing scores on the FCAT (grade 10) ) if at least Level 3 (Reading, Writing, Math) or approved  concordant scores
	earn passing scores on the FCAT (grade 10) if at least Level 3 (Reading, Writing, Math) or approved  concordant scores
	earn passing scores on the FCAT (grade 10) if at least Level 3 (Reading, Writing, Math) or approved  concordant scores

	Grade Point Average Requirements
	earn a cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale
	earn a cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale
	earn a cumulative GPA of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale, 3.5 needed to earn credit in courses identified as rigorous
	earn a cumulative GPA of  3.0 on a 4.0 scale, 2.0 needed to earn credit in courses identified as rigorous


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1*At least 6 of the 18 credits must be in classes that are pursuant to dual enrollment, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, identified by the DOE as rigorous (s. 1009.531(3)) or weighted for class ranking by the school board.

**Students will be reassigned to traditional 27 credit program if Level 3 or higher is not achieved on 10th grade FCAT Writing assessment.
***Students are encouraged to complete Geometry and Algebra II


Prior to selecting one of the accelerated graduation options:
►
Requirements, advantages and disadvantages of each option must be provided to students in Grades 6-9;
►
A signed parental consent must be on file to enter the chosen three (3) year accelerated program; and

►
Graduation option must be selected before completion of Grade 9.


Students revert to the traditional four (4) year graduation course of study when:

►
The grade 9 timeline is not met;


►
Students exercise the right to change plans;
►
Five credits by end of Grade 9, or eleven credits by end of Grade 10 are not earned; or

►
Level 3 or higher on Grade 10 FCAT Writing is not achieved; 


Deadline for extending selection of accelerated graduation options to the end of the first semester of  Grade 10 may be provided for students: transferring from a private school; transferring from another state; or to students who were prevented from choosing an option during Grade 9 due to illness.

C. Intensive Reading and Mathematics Requirements

Students scoring Level I on FCAT Reading will enroll in and complete an Intensive Reading Course the following year.  Level 2   placed either in Intensive Reading or content area course with reading strategies.  Students scoring at Level I/II on FCAT Math must receive remediation the following year.
1. Course Substitutions
a.
Students enrolled in Level 1 classes must have an active IEP, SPMP or scored Level I or Level II on the section of the FCAT for which a Level 1 course is assigned.

b.
State-approved substitutions for graduation requirements are identified in the DOE Course Code Directory.  Agriscience Foundations I counts as a science credit.  Specific vocational programs allow core academic credit not to exceed two (2) credits.
c.
In lieu of a fourth science credit, students who entered ninth grade prior to 2007-2008 may take one of the following courses or combination of courses to substitute for the fourth science credit.  These courses will not substitute for science credits that may be required for scholarships or academic honors.
Agriscience Foundations I, effective July 1, 2001


Health Science I







Naval Science I, II, & III


Agritechnology 1 and 2





Forestry 2 and 3

Culinary Operations 1, 2 and 3 (BHS Only)





Animal Science 2 & 3





Auto Service Technology 9 and 10

In lieu of a fourth social studies course, students who entered  ninth grade prior to 2007-2008 may take one of the following courses or combination of courses to substitute for the fourth required social studies credit.  These courses may not substitute for any social studies courses that are required for scholarships or academic honors.




Secondary Level Courses:






Sociology (.5 credit)






General Psychology (.5 credit)






Early Childhood Education 1 (1 credit)






DCT Principles

Four (4) credits in a foreign language
Two (2) credits in Intensive Reading or Intensive Language
Humanities




Dual Enrollment College Courses:






General Psychology (.5 credit)






Human Development (.5 credit)

Intro to Sociology (.5 credits)

Two (2) foreign language courses in addition to two (2) secondary foreign language credits 

In lieu of a fourth math course, students who entered ninth grade prior to 2007-2008 may take one of the following courses or combination of courses to substitute for the fourth required math credit.  These courses will not substitute for any math courses that are required for scholarships or academic honors.



Accounting I



Computer Applications I & II



Computer Programming I & II



Business Systems II



Networking I


Networking II

d.
For students entering Grade 9 prior to 2007-2008, participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity or varsity level, for two full seasons, shall satisfy the one-credit requirement in physical education if the student passes a competency test on personal fitness with a score of “C” or better.  The competency test on personal fitness must be developed by the Department of Education.  A district school board may not require that the one credit in physical education be taken during the 9th grade year.  Completion of one term with a grade of “C” or better in a marching band class, in a physical activity class that requires participation in marching band activities as an extracurricular activity, or in a Reserve Officer Training Corps (R.O.T.C.) Class a significant component of which is drills shall satisfy a one-half credit requirement in physical education.  This one-half credit may not be used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive physical education under an individual educational plan (IEP) or 504 plan.  Completion of ROTC I and II with a C or better may be used to satisfy the .5 Life Management Skills requirement and the .5 physical education requirement.
e.
For students entering Grade 9 in 2007-2008 and thereafter, participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity or varsity level for two full seasons shall satisfy the one-credit requirement in physical education if the student passes a competency test on personal fitness with a score of “C” or better.  The competency test on personal fitness must be developed by the Department of Education.  A district school board may not require that the one credit in physical education be taken during the 9th grade year.  Completion of one semester with a grade of “C” or better in a marching band class, in a physical activity class that requires participation in marching band activities as an extracurricular activity, or in a dance class shall satisfy one-half credit in physical education or one-half credit in performing arts.  This credit may not be used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive physical education under an individual education plan (IEP) or 504 plan.  Completion of 2 years in a Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) class, a significant component of which is drills, shall satisfy the one-credit requirement in physical education and the one-credit requirement in performing arts.  This credit may not be used to satisfy the personal fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive physical education under an individual education plan (IEP) or 504 plan.

2.
GPA Calculation

Grade point averages (G.P.A.) shall be calculated on the basis of final course grades, shall be rounded to one (1) decimal place, and final averages shall be based on 27, 24 or 18 credits required for graduation.  A cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, shall be required for graduation.



3.
Where a student files a written request from his parent or guardian and a written statement from a licensed practicing physician certifying that a required course would be physically or mentally harmful to him, the principal may grant an exemption from taking the course; provided, that such documents are made a part of the student's record; no exemption shall be granted from a comparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of all major political systems as required by law.  Where such an exemption is granted, the principal shall determine the course which the student will take in lieu of the required course.



4.
Course credit shall be awarded as follows:




a.
One-half course credit shall be awarded to a student who successfully completes only the first or second half of a one-credit course, AND receives a failing grade for the entire course when the grades are averaged.




b.
Full credit shall be granted to a student who successfully completes the first and/or second half of an one credit course AND receives a passing grade for the entire course when the grades are averaged.  One-half course credit shall be awarded for successful completion of each nine weeks if on block schedule.  On a block schedule (90 minute class), two (2) nine weeks equals one term. For year long courses, one-half course credit is awarded based on successful completion of one semester (two nine weeks). 




c.
Any course approved by the School Board and meeting the aggregate time requirements for a school year is considered a one (1) credit course.  Except as approved through course modifications for Educational Alternative students and appropriate ESE students and competency based courses as identified in the school's approved Course of Study, the minimum scheduled time required for awarding a high school credit is 225 minutes per week for thirty-six (36) weeks for year long courses or for courses on block scheduling, 450 minutes per week for eighteen (18) weeks.  In grades 9-12 students shall be restricted to no more than four (4) credits earned through completion of competency based courses as credit retrieval.  There are no restrictions applied to the number of competency based credits that may be earned by adults in the adult program.  Courses conducted for credit during summer school under a regular clock hour schedule shall be a minimum of one hundred twenty (120) class hours, except where competency based courses are provided.  Courses provided during summer school or during the regular school year as credit retrieval under competency based instruction, may have fewer hourly requirements.  Credit toward graduation may be granted as otherwise provided in these regulations.  However credit shall also be provided as outlined in the IEP of ESE students and as outlined in course modifications in the Dropout Prevention Plan.




d.
Basic education courses may be modified for Exceptional Education Students earning a standard diploma as defined in the State Course Code Directory.  When the instructional time for basic education courses is decreased this shall be reflected in the Student's Individual Education Plan and this modification shall be noted in the school's course of study and submitted to the School Board for approval.  

e.
Basic education courses may be modified for students in the Dropout Prevention Program as outlined in the State Course Code Directory.  These courses shall be noted in the school's course of study and submitted to the School Board for approval.  Curriculum frameworks and student performance standards may not be modified.
f.
Eligible migrant students may be awarded credits through the Florida PASS (Portable Assisted Study Sequence) Program.  See Appendix 4.


5.
Any student to be graduated from a high school of this district shall have completed the final credit or credits required for graduation while duly enrolled in a school of the district or while enrolled in a program established by the School Board and allowed under the duly adopted policies of the School Board unless otherwise approved by the School Board.  Non-regionally accredited private or home school students must be enrolled full-time at least the entire second semester of their senior year for graduation consideration.


6.
Any student desiring to enroll as a full-time student after graduation, either for additional skills and/or earning a higher diploma, shall have his or her request considered for approval by the School Board.



7.
Credit toward graduation may be earned by students through work experience in cooperative programs of Cooperative Business Education, Diversified Cooperative Training and other vocational cooperative programs.



a.
Students in grades 10-12 may be enrolled in cooperative programs.  Where such enrollment occurs during the regular year a minimum of two (2) classroom course periods per nine weeks shall be required and all cooperative programs shall provide work stations that are in accordance with guidelines developed from federal and state Child Labor Laws.  In order to meet employer needs, students may be excused from classes on a limited basis during emergency situations if the coordinator obtains prior approval of the school principal.




b.
On-the-job training will be restricted to those areas where the student is to be in a realistic employer-employee relationship, and will be further restricted to those jobs that are designed to develop skills and attitudes that are consistent with the vocational objective, interest and abilities of the student, unless waived by the Suwannee County School Board.




c.
Students in cooperative programs should be counseled to enroll in related classroom experiences that relate directly to their vocational objective, interest and on-the-job training.




d.
Summer cooperative programs may provide options for students to earn one (1) elective credit and shall be scheduled for eight (8) weeks.



8.
In order to promote higher standards, school policies regarding academic awards for graduation shall be presented annually to the Superintendent for review and approval.


9.
Creative and flexible scheduling, applied, Integrated and Combined courses, remediation and credit opportunities, attendance taking and alternative methods of demonstrating content recovery mastery will be employed to assist in a successful high school academic experience.

D.
Diploma Requirements

Diplomas given in all secondary schools shall follow a uniform pattern and shall be identified as Standard, College Preparatory, Special, Adult High School or GED.  Students who fail the High School Competency Test (HSCT)/FCAT, but who otherwise complete all graduation requirements, may be issued a Certificate of Completion.  “Ready to Work” and “Career Education” certification may be applied upon completion of specific criteria.  All diplomas and Certificates of Completion shall meet the graduation requirements of Section III. B. and shall also be based on the following requirements:

1.
Standard Diploma





a.
Earn the 18 or 27 credits in the courses required for graduation (24 credit minimum:  16-core, 8-major/minor/elective beginning 2007-2008) for students entering ninth grade



b.
Pass the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)




c.
Earn a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent



2.
College Preparatory Diploma




a.
Meet the requirements for a standard high school diploma




b.
Academic courses in English, Math, Science, Social Studies and Foreign Language required for graduation must be designated as college prep and have a passing score on the college placement test CPT (83 Reading, 83 Sentence Skills, 72 Algebra) or the ACT (18 Reading, 17 English, 19 Math) or the SAT (440 Verbal, 440 Math)



3.
Adult High School Diploma




a.
Earn 27 credits in the courses required for graduation (24 credit minimum for students entering ninth grade beginning 2007-2008)
b.
Pass the HSCT or the FCAT (for students entering the ninth grade during the 1999-2000 school year and thereafter)




c.
Earn a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent.
4. GED

Participants who pass the General Education Development Tests shall earn a State of Florida High School diploma.



5.
Certification of Completion 




a.
Earn the 27 credits required for graduation but fail the FCAT (24 credit minimum for students entering ninth grade beginning 2007-2008)



b.
Earn a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent.





6.
With prior approval from the high school principal, high school students may enroll for credit in the adult education program, but shall be restricted to earning no more than four (4) credits.



7.
High school students enrolled for credit in the Ed Options Program, may only take courses previously failed, courses for FCAT remediation or as needed for graduation as a senior.


8.
Each diploma and each Certification of Completion shall be in the form prescribed by Florida State Board of Education Administrative Rules. 

E.
Course Loads and Credits



1.
Credit courses may be organized so that students may earn one-half (½) credit or one full credit as approved on the School Board approved Course of Study.



2.
Students repeating courses will be awarded the credit(s) and grade(s) generated by the course(s) receiving the highest earned final grade.  Forgiveness policies for required courses shall be limited to replacing a grade of “D” or “F”, or the equivalent of a grade of “D” or “F”, with a grade of “C” or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in the same or comparable course.  Forgiveness policies for elective courses shall be limited to replacing a grade of “D” or “F”, or the equivalent of a grade of “D” or “F”, with a grade of “C” or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in another course.  Any course grade not replaced according to the district school board forgiveness policy shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point average required for graduation.
Academic courses taken for forgiveness must be completed within one school year of the date the original course was completed.



3.
Any student wishing to contest a grade must state in writing to the principal the reasons he/she is requesting a grade review.  Contested grades must be reviewed and reconciled by the end of the nine weeks following the grading period in which the contested grade was issued.



4.
For the purposes of requirements for high school graduation, one (1) full credit means a minimum one hundred thirty-five (135) hours of bona fide instruction in a designated course of study which contains student performance standards as provided for in Section 1011.62 and 1007.22-25, Florida Statutes.  The School Board shall grant exceptions to this requirement for courses that have been approved for Block Scheduling.  Credit for courses in which the 135 hours of instruction have been reduced for Block Scheduling shall be awarded based upon the student demonstrating mastery of the student performance standards for that course.  Mastery of the student performance standards for a course may be demonstrated through class assignments, tests, homework, and special projects which result in the student receiving a passing grade for the course.



5.
The hourly requirements for one-half (½) credit shall be one-half (½) the requirements specified in (4) above.



6.
All students transferring to the district from within the state will be required to meet the (minimum) specific course requirements and testing requirements identified by the State of Florida.  A committee consisting of the principal, the curriculum coordinator, and the guidance counselor will review the transcripts to determine appropriate graduation requirements, including the number of credits that can be earned through modified block scheduling from the date of entry of the student.  All transfer students will be enrolled in a full schedule.  All students transferring to the district from outside the State of Florida (including foreign countries) will have their transcripts evaluated to compare the graduation and testing requirements of the state (country) from which they are transferring and Florida graduation requirements.  A committee consisting of the principal, the curriculum coordinator, and the guidance counselor will review the transcripts to determine the appropriate graduation requirements, including specific test requirements and the number of credits that can be earned through modified block scheduling from the date of entry of the student.  Passing FCAT is a State requirement to receive a regular diploma.


7.
Foreign exchange students are required to have a U.S. Department of State J-1 Visa which allows the student to enter our country for the purpose of a cultural exchange.  

Since the purpose of foreign cultural exchange programs is the exchange of cultural experiences, foreign cultural exchange students will not be classified as diploma seeking students when entering Suwannee County schools.  Course grades may be assigned but no credit earned.  As a condition of enrollment, an exchange cultural student shall not request or require a high school diploma or a Florida state certificate of completion from a Suwannee County high school.



Foreign students who are diploma seeking must have an F-1 or M-1 Visa for the purpose of pursuing education in the United States and pay the established tuition rate.  A certified translated copy of previous courses/credits attempted must be provided.

Foreign exchange students seeking a diploma or pursuing an education in the Suwannee County Schools will not earn FTE but will be charged tuition and fees established by the Suwannee County School Board.  (Appendix #1)

The designated sponsoring organization shall assume responsibility for the student’s health, safety and legal obligations.  The student must be immunized in accordance with Florida statutes prior to the student’s first day of attendance in a Suwannee County School.  Proof of a physical examination completed within the twelve months prior to enrollment is required before the student’s first day of attendance.

The host family shall reside within the designated attendance area of the school in which the foreign exchange student enrolls unless special assignment is granted from the Superintendent.

8.
Each high school program shall follow the state approved curriculum frameworks and district approved course performance standards as outlined in the state guidelines for performance standards.  Each high school shall annually prepare, for School Board approval, a Course of Studies that includes course performance standards, and includes a listing of all courses or programs, with codes and titles.  Where credit is to be earned in Voluntary Community or School Services Courses school principals must (1) ensure that courses are included in the school Course of Studies, (2) service is on a nonpaid basis and is not a result of court action, (3) restrict maximum credit to that provided by s. 1003.43, F.S., (4) approve specific volunteer activities including volunteer sites, and (5) submit approved activities and sites to the Superintendent for review.  To receive credit in a course a student must demonstrate mastery of School Board adopted course performance standards in accordance with the following:

Emphasis will be placed on organizing courses to incorporate all standards and on finding appropriate instructional materials.  Plan books, Pinnacle and/or other documentation will be used as records that standards have been taught.  All standards must be assessed by written tests, demonstrations and/or observations.  The assessment process must involve teacher, curriculum coordinator, and school principal.  Documentation of the teaching and assessment of course performance standards and successful completion of the course with a passing grade shall be accepted as demonstration of mastery of course performance standards.  Curriculum coordinators shall provide principals, the Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and other appropriate county staff with plans and assurances that all course requirements are being met.



 9.
Whenever courses are annually approved by the Superintendent, a student in grade 8 may be allowed to be classified as a 9th grader for that portion of the school day.


F.
Attendance Grades K-12

Florida law states that children who are six (6) by September 1st must attend school every day until their eighteenth (18) birthday.  School administrators, parents, and students must work together to see that the law is obeyed.  The Legislature finds that poor academic performance is associated with nonattendance and that schools must take an active role in enforcing attendance as a means of improving the performance of many students.



1.
Absences Grades K-5

For kindergarten through fifth grade, parent notes will be accepted for 3 days as excused absences each nine-week period.  Additional days may be excused at the discretion of the Principal.  All other days will be counted as unexcused absences unless a doctor’s note is provided.  Assignments and/or tests missed will be made up according to teacher judgment.  After the third unexcused absence in a nine weeks grading period, a notification letter will be sent home to the parents, or a documented phone contact will be made.  Parents will be notified in writing when excessive absences continue.  Unexcused tardies or leaving class early will result in unexcused absences.  A pattern of non-attendance will result in Student Support Team involvement, possible Truancy Court, Criminal Prosecution or DJJ/CFS involvement.


2.
Absences 6-8



a.
Absences will be limited to three (3) per class per nine weeks, excluding doctor’s notes, administrative excuses, and religious holidays.  A parent note must be sent when a student is absent.




b.
The students will be able to make up the class work for any of the three (3) absences.  A student has two (2) days to make up work for each day absent, not including the day the student returns.




c.
Any absence after the three (3) days is unexcused and work will not be made up.  The student will receive a zero for all assignments or tests missed.  (Exclusion: nine weeks or term exams)




d.
A student may receive administrative excuses each nine weeks, given only by the principal, for absences due to extenuating circumstances.

e. 
A student may have unlimited doctor’s excuses if documented within five school days.




f.
After the third absence in a nine weeks, a notification letter will be sent home to the parents.




g.
Absences due to sports/academic-related activities will not count against a student.


3.
Absences 9-12


For attendance counts, nearly all absences are included in the total.  Parent notes are encouraged, however, they will not “excuse” an absence.  The only absences that are excused, and therefore not counted in the absent totals are medical excuses, court excuses or administratively approved excuses.

45 minute classes / 1 period classes


These allowed totals are for each 18-week grading period. 


1-10 absences:  No penalty.  All missed assignments will receive full credit as long as they are made up within the appropriate time limits as defined in the district Code of Conduct.

11 – 20 absences:  Student will be required to demonstrate course mastery by earning a passing grade on the course exam in order to receive credit.  If this is not completed, a grade of 59/F will be given with the comment “Course credit withheld due to excessive absences”.

21+ absences:  Students will not earn credit in the course.  A grade of 59 /F or the grade earned in the course (whichever is lower) will be given and the comment “Course credit withheld due to excessive absences”.


90 minute classes / blocked 2-period classes


These allowable totals are for each 9-week grading period. 

1 – 5 absences:  No penalty.  All missed assignments will receive full credit as long as they are made up within the appropriate time limits as defined in the district Code of Conduct.

6 – 10 absences:  Student will be required to demonstrate course mastery by earning a passing grade on the course exam in order to receive credit.  If this is not completed, a grade of 59/F will be given with the comment “Course credit withheld due to excessive absences”.

11+ absences:  Students will not earn credit in the course.  A grade of 59 /F or the grade earned in the course (whichever is lower) will be given and the comment “Course credit withheld due to excessive absences”.


Appeals


Students who have missed more than the maximum allowed to still receive credit may appeal to waiver the loss of credit with the principal of the school.  The following guidelines will be utilized in the appeal process:

1)
The principal will consider the merits of the extenuating circumstance and may make special conditions of attendance in order to award credit.

2)
This appeal must be initiated before the end of the grading period in question.

3)
The conditions of the appeal will be written with signatures of the student, parent, guidance counselor, and the principal.



4.
Unexcused Tardies

Failure to enter class within established schedule, unless detained by a teacher, administrator, or counselor, who must provide the student with a written pass.




a.
The classroom teacher will discipline the first three tardies.




b.
Tardies in excess of three (3) to the same class will result in parent notification and administrative referral for counseling and/or disciplinary action.




c.
Failure to comply with disciplinary action for unexcused tardies will be viewed as defiance and result in out-of-school suspension.




d.
Tardiness to any class in excess of fifteen minutes will constitute an unexcused absence.

e. 
Leaving class early without administrative approval three times in a grading period will constitute an unexcused absence.



f.
A pattern of non-attendance will result in Student Support Team involvement, possible Truancy Court, Criminal Prosecution or DJJ/CFS involvement.

G.
Awards

As required under III.B.9 of this Student Progression Plan, school policies regarding academic awards shall be presented annually to the Superintendent for review and approval.  Such plans should be consistent with all School Board Policies and other requirements of this Plan.

1.
Valedictorian/Salutatorian




a.
Must be recipients of a College Preparatory diploma 




b.
Enrolled the entire year of graduation (includes early admission)




c.
Must earn credit in the following honors/advanced level courses: (4) English, (4) math, (4) science, (4) social studies, and must earn two (2) high school credits in the same foreign language (or equivalent).  For students entering 9th Grade during 2007-2008 and thereafter, must earn credit in the following honors/advanced level courses:  (4) English, (4) math, (3) science, (3) social studies and must earn two (2) high school credits in the same foreign language (or equivalent).
d.
G.P.A. shall be based on grades earned in grades 9-12 except those grades to which the forgiveness policy has been applied. Effective with the 2004-2005 seniors, when calculating the GPA for valedictorian and salutatorian, the forgiveness policy shall be applied to academic courses, not non-academic electives.  The third nine weeks grades (not doubled) of the twelfth grade year shall be used as the final calculation for twelfth grade high school courses, including Advance Placement (AP) courses, and Florida Virtual School (FVS) courses.  Final calculation to determine valedictorian and salutatorian will not be completed until final grades for second term college dual enrollment courses are computed in the calculation with third nine weeks high school courses, third nine weeks AP courses, and third nine weeks FVS courses.

e.
Grade point average (G.P.A.) shall be based on all high school, Advanced Placement, and Florida Virtual School courses on the academic record at the end of the third nine weeks of the twelfth grade year, except those grades to which the forgiveness policy has been applied.  The calculation shall be made for these courses at the end of the third nine weeks of the twelfth grade year (grades will not be doubled).  Final grades for second term college dual enrollment courses will be added to the third nine weeks’ calculation of high school, AP and FHS courses to determine valedictorian and salutatorian.  G.P.A. shall be calculated to two (2) decimal places (unrounded).




NOTE:  If the Valedictorian and Salutatorian do not accept the full tuition scholarships provided by NFCC, these scholarships shall be offered to those students who have earned a College Preparatory diploma and have the next highest GPA’s.



2.
Grade Point Average (G.P.A.)




a.
Report cards may provide G.P.A. for quarter, term, final, and cumulative grades to four (4) decimal places.




b.
Except for valedictorian and salutatorian, awards, graduation honors, scholarships, extra curricular activities, etc., G.P.A. shall be based on all courses not replaced according to the district school board forgiveness policy and shall be calculated to two (2) decimal places (unrounded).  Upon completion of the third nine weeks of the three (3) year or four (4) year graduation option, tentative G.P.A.'s shall use the third nine weeks as the final grade.  Final calculation to determine honor graduates will not be completed until final grades for second term college dual enrollment courses are computed in the calculation with third nine weeks high school courses, third nine weeks AP courses, and third nine weeks FVS courses.




c.
Honor students shall be recipients of a Standard or College Preparatory Diploma and shall be those having a 3.0 average or higher.

d. Honor Graduates shall be as follows:




Summa Cum Laude
3.90-4.00





Magna Cum Laude
3.70-3.89





Cum Laude   
3.50-3.69





Honor
3.00-3.49



3.
Interscholastic Extracurricular Student Activities




a.
Grade Point Average (Grades 9-12)

1)
A cumulative G.P.A. of 2.0 or above is required for participation in the junior or senior year.  However, students in the 9th or 10th grade must maintain a G.P.A. of 2.0 or above in the term preceding participation or a cumulative G.P.A. of 2.0 or above.





2)
If the student’s G.P.A. falls below the cumulative 2.0, the student must enter a contractual agreement with the district, the appropriate extracurricular governing association, and the student’s parent.  The contract must require that the student attend summer school, or its graded equivalent, between the 9th and 10th grades or the 10th and 11th grades, as necessary.





3)
Home education students may participate in extracurricular activities at the school to which they would have been assigned according to district school attendance policies or which the student could have chosen to attend pursuant to district controlled open enrollment provisions.




b.
Satisfactory Conduct (Grades 9-12)

In order for a student to be eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricular student activities, he/she must maintain satisfactory conduct and, if the student is convicted of, or is found to have committed, a felony or a delinquent act which would have been a felony if committed by an adult, regardless of whether adjudication is withheld, the student’s participation in interscholastic extracurricular activities is contingent upon established and published school board policy.  It is, therefore, up to the local school board to determine if such misconduct disqualifies a student for participation through school board policy.

c. 
Grade Point Average and Satisfactory Conduct (Grades 6-8)

In order to be eligible for participation in interscholastic sports, cheerleading and other extra-curricular activities, any 6th, 7th or 8th grade student must meet the following criteria:

1) 
Must be regularly promoted from the previous grade the immediate preceding year


2) 
Must be in regular attendance





3)
Must carry a normal class load and doing satisfactory classroom work, with a satisfactory conduct record as determined by the principal of the school and the standards of the Florida High School Athletic Association

4)
Must maintain a 2.0 minimum G.P.A. based on a term (2 nine weeks) grading period.  (Failing to obtain that average for the fall term would result in ineligibility for the spring term unless the student signs an “Academic Performance Contract” to successfully complete summer school with a “C” average. Lack of a 2.0 G.P.A. for the spring term would result in signing an “Academic Performance Contract” to successfully complete summer school with a “C” average to be eligible for fall participation.)





5)
Meet FHSAA requirements and Florida statutes.


H. 
Drop/Add Procedures

Students may change the level of a course with teacher/counselor approval. Course level changes must be made no later than two (2) weeks after the term begins for a one (1) credit course and no later than one (1) week after a ½ (one-half) credit course begins.

Students will not be allowed to drop a course after the first week (5 days) of enrollment.  Students will not be allowed to enroll in a course after the course has been in session for one week (5 days) unless the student is a transfer student.

Students scheduled on a 4 X 4 block must maintain a schedule with four (4) courses with such courses providing the opportunity to earn at least three and one/half (3½) credits per term.


I.
Dual Enrollment

Dual Enrollment shall be communicated to secondary students and parents as a desired  mechanism for acceleration.  Student qualifications must demonstrate readiness for college-level course work if the student is to be enrolled in college courses.  Student qualifications must demonstrate readiness for vocational-level course work if the student is to be enrolled in vocational courses.  In addition to the score requirements on common placement examinations (ACT, CPT, SAT), student qualifications for college credit dual enrollment courses must include a 3.0 unweighted grade point average, and student qualifications for vocational certificate dual enrollment courses must include a 2.0 unweighted grade point average.  Exceptions to the required grade point averages may be granted if the educational entities agree and if the terms of the agreement are contained within the dual enrollment interinstitutional articulation agreement.  The interinstitutional articulation agreement between North Florida Community College (NFCC) and the Suwannee County School Board provides for each institution to earn FTE on courses taken through NFCC.  Through this agreement, all fees for tuition and books, are waived for the student.  Students seeking dual enrollment or early admission at institutions other than NFCC must be granted their release prior to admission.

J.
Graduation Under Early Admission and Advanced Studies Program



1.
Any student approved for admission to the early admission and advanced studies program, as provided in Section 6A-1.95(2) of State Board of Education Regulations, shall have a grade point average of 3.00 or better based only on courses identified as college preparatory courses in language arts, mathematics, science and social studies, with each area to include at least the following minimum number of credits:  language arts-three (3) credits; mathematics-three (3) credits; science three (3) credits; social sciences-three (3) credits.  Request for approval must be initiated by the parent in writing and shall include the recommendation for approval by the guidance counselor, the principal and the Superintendent for admission to such program.  No student shall be admitted to the advanced studies/early admissions program without the approval of the School Board given in formal session.  An interinstitutional articulation agreement between the Suwannee County School Board and the receiving institution must be in place in order for fees and tuition to be waived for the student.



2.
Any high school principal is authorized to approve the fulfillment of graduation requirements by the earning of college credits under the following conditions:




a)
The student shall have earned at least fourteen (14) credits above grade 9 and shall be approved by the School Board for admission to the advanced studies program.




b)
The student has completed two (2) college semesters or the equivalent with a minimum of twelve (12) semester hours passed each semester and has maintained at least a "C" average or the equivalent for each semester, or may earn sufficient college credits to fulfill graduation requirements as specified in III.B. of this plan with one-half (½) or one (1) unit of high school credit being allowed for each three (3) semester hours of college credits passed with a grade of "C" or better as prescribed in state dual enrollment guidelines.




c)
The student's permanent record folder shows adequate notations covering the work completed under the college program.  Specific courses shall be allowed to count towards credits necessary to earn any available high school diploma.




d)
A comparative study of the history, doctrines, and objectives of all major political systems has been completed as required by law.




K.
Florida Virtual School (On-Line Courses)

1. 
The Florida Virtual School courses may be taken if they have been approved by the Suwannee County School Board as a part of the district course of study.



2.
Students requesting to take a course offered by The Florida Virtual School must have administrative and parental approval and must complete the Florida Virtual School Registration Checklist.



3.
DROP/ADD PROCEDURES: Students who drop a one-credit FVS course after the course has been in session for 10 days will receive a final letter grade of F for that course.  Students who drop a half-credit course after the course has been in session for five days will receive a final letter grade of F for that course.  The student will automatically receive an F for a course if he/she is dropped by FVS.



4.
A FVS one-credit course should be completed within one school year; a half-credit FVS course should be completed within one semester.  Students may extend the duration of a FVS course for one semester with administrative approval.

IV.
Students in Exceptional Student Education Programs

 

A.
General Procedures for Pupil Progression Decisions for Exceptional Student Education

Students in special education who receive a standard diploma will attain equivalent minimum competencies prescribed for regular education students and students receiving other than a standard diploma or certificate of completion will attain an acceptable level of competency.


B.
Student Performance Goals and Objectives

To the maximum extent possible exceptional students’ instructional objectives in basic skills and content areas indicated for students in basic programs, shall be included in the general curriculum with goals and objectives addressing their access needs.  For exceptional education students who need an alternative curriculum, Community Based Instruction and employability programs will be available.  Goals and objectives will be geared toward facilitating students’ participation in employment and community life.

The annual goals and objectives for exceptional students are stated in the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for each student.  Each year an IEP review conference is held to which parents are invited and encouraged to attend.  The purpose of this conference is to review student achievement and to formulate goals and objectives for the following year.



C.
Assessment of Student Performance

The general expectation of state and district assessment systems is that all students participate in assessment for accountability purposes.

The decision to include or exclude a student with disabilities in state and district testing shall be made annually by the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team.  Students must be afforded the appropriate modifications for assessment.  Testing should result in an accurate reflection of the individual’s educational achievement.  However, a student’s disability may be such that alternative assessment measures would be more meaningful and appropriate than participating with modifications in assessments provided by the state or district.


This decision should be guided by past performance of the student, and whether the student is pursing a course of study to obtain a regular high school diploma.  Given these considerations, students who require a differentiated curriculum as outlined on the IEP may be exempted from participating in regularly scheduled state and district assessments.  Students exempted from statewide testing must be provided an alternative assessment to reflect student achievement.



1.
State and District Assessment

Modification of the State Student Assessment Test Instruments and Procedures for Exceptional Students, and Other Eligible Handicapped Students - State Board rule 6A-1.0943,FAC provides the basis for accommodations to Florida’s statewide assessment system for students with disabilities who have an IEP.

The Division of Public Schools shall develop the modified test instruments required herein and provide technical assistance to school districts in the implementation of the modified test instruments and procedures.

Each school board shall implement appropriate modifications of the test instruments and test procedures established for issuance of a standard or special high school diploma, pursuant to Rules 6A-1.0942,6A-1.095, and 6A-1.0995, FAC., within the limits prescribed herein.

The modifications are authorized, when determined appropriate by the school district superintendent or designee, for any student who has been determined to be an eligible exceptional student pursuant to Rules 6A-6.0301 and 6A-6.0331, FAC., and has a current individual educational plan, or who has been determined to be a handicapped person pursuant to Rule 6A-19.001(6), FAC.  Students classified solely as gifted shall not receive any special test modifications.  Satisfaction of the requirements of Rule 6A-1.0942, FAC., by any of the above modifications shall have no bearing upon the type of diploma or certificate issued to the student for completing school.





∙
In no case shall the modifications/ accommodations authorized herein be interpreted or construed as an authorization to provide a student with assistance in determining the answer to any test item.











∙
Accommodations should facilitate an accurate demonstration of what the student knows or can do.





∙
Accommodations should not provide the student with an unfair advantage or interfere with the validity of a test; the underlying skills that are being measured by the test must not be changed.





∙
Accommodations must be the same or nearly the same as adaptations used by the student in completing classroom instruction and assessment activities.





∙
Accommodations must be necessary for enabling the student to demonstrate knowledge, ability, skill or mastery.

Allowable Assessment Accommodations - Test manuals generally provide a listing of allowable accommodations that can be used for all students, including students with disabilities.  Accommodations for students with disabilities currently allowable for statewide testing that could be provided for district testing include the following:




a.
Flexible Setting.  Students may take tests individually or in a small group setting, under a proctor’s supervision.




b.
Flexible Scheduling.  Students may be assessed in several brief sessions kept within the time period of the testing schedule.  Extended time may be provided as appropriate for the particular test being administered.




c.
Recording of Answers.  Students may mark answers in a test booklet, type the answers by machine, or indicate the selected answers to a test proctor.  The proctor may then transcribe the student’s responses onto a machine-scoreable answer sheet.




d.
Mechanical Aids.  Students may use a magnifying device, a pointer, a non-calibrated rule or template, or other similar devices to assist in maintaining visual attention to the test booklet.  An abacus and a Braillewriter may be used.




e.
Revised Format.  Students may be tested by one or more of the following three (3) methods:





(1)
Visual Reading.  Students may be tested with enlarged-print materials or with regular-print materials enlarged through mechanical or electronic means.  Enlarged materials shall be provided only for students who meet the eligibility criteria for visually impaired programs specified in Rule 6A-6.03014, FAC.





(2)
Tactile Reading.  Students may be tested with materials, which have been transformed to Braille code or tested by using devices, which permit optical-to-tactile transformations.  Test items which have no real-world application for the non-sighted person will be deleted from the tactile forms authorized or provided by the Department and shall be deleted from the requirements of Rules 6A-1.0941 and 6A-1.0942, FAC.







(3)
Auditory or Sign Language Presentations.  The test administrator may sign, provide oral interpretations of, or read to students the following portions of the test: all mathematics items, all writing items, all oral reading items, and all directions.  The reading items must be read by the student using visual or tactile means.

State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0996(2)(b) requires that nothing shall be construed to limit or restrict the right of a student with a disability solely to a Special Diploma.  The IEP committee shall document whether the student is pursuing a course of study leading toward a Standard or Special Diploma on the IEP developed during the student’s eighth grade year, or the IEP developed during the school year of the fourteenth birthday, whichever occurs first.



2.
Alternate Assessment Guidelines

The use of an alternate assessment is an individual decision for students who have been excluded from taking the statewide or district assessments and have cognitive disabilities that limit their ability to achieve the Sunshine State Standards.  Alternate assessment for students in exceptional education will mirror the assessments of students participating in district and state assessment programs at each grade level by subject area.  The following standards will be assessed at the appropriate grade levels:




Functional Academics 



Standard 1:  
The student locates, interprets, and uses oral print, or visual information for a variety of purposes.




Standard 2:
The student expresses information effectively using oral, print, or visual formats for a variety of purposes.




Standard 3:
The student identifies and applies mathematical concepts and processes to solve problems.




Standard 4:
The student uses systematic approaches when solving problems; and communicating with others.

An alternate assessment or a combination of alternate assessments that will address the above standards at the level of the student (independent, supported, participatory) will be given.

The alternate assessment will include scoring criteria that clearly identifies how the student’s performance is to be judged.

Documentation of the alternate assessment will include: student name, date of assessment, person conducting assessment, score(s) received by the student or descriptions(s) of behavior observed and description of activities and scoring criteria used to judge student performance.

The alternate assessment results will be reported to the parent around the same time period as FCAT reports are sent out.  Alternate assessment results will also be used to plan the student’s IEP, report progress toward mastery of annual goals, and plan the instructional program for the next year.



3.
State Board of Education Exemption - Upon receipt of a written request from the superintendent, the Commissioner may exempt an exceptional student or one who has been determined to be a person with a disability pursuant to Rule 6A-19.001(6), FAC, from meeting specific requirements for graduation, due to extraordinary circumstances which would cause the results of the testing to not represent the student’s achievements, but rather reflect the student’s impaired sensory, manual, speaking or psychological process skills.  The written request must document the specific extraordinary circumstances, which prevents the students from meeting the requirements of Rules 6A01.0942 and 6A-1.095(4), FAC.


D.
Standards and Promotion Criteria

For students enrolled in exceptional student education programs, promotion or movement between grades and levels (primary, intermediate, secondary) will be a reflection of successful completion of IEP goals and objectives, mastery of Sunshine State Standards, Sunshine State Standards for Special Diploma or Community Employment competencies, (whichever is applicable), chronological age, or social-emotional maturity.



1.
Decisions regarding the promotion/retention of 3rd grade students with disabilities must be based on provision of S.1008.25(5)(b), Florida Statutes.  A small number of students with disabilities may be promoted if they meet requirements for good cause.



2.
Decisions to promote are made by the principal based on the recommendation of the IEP Team.  Participation in the regular state assessment program shall be available to all exceptional students.  Articulation staffings shall be held on students moving from school to school (ex. PK-K, Elementary-Middle, Middle-High).


E.
Report of Student Progress



1.
Class/Course Reports




a.
Students enrolled in ESE classes should receive grades based on their individual needs.  Grades shall be supported by records which indicate how the teacher arrived at the evaluation.  Evaluation must be based upon the student’s classroom work, observations, tests, and other relevant information.



b.
Parents will be informed of their student’s progress through the student’s IEP, each report period, conferences, and other communication between teacher and parent. 



2.
IEP Goals and Objective Progress and Reports

The IEP must include a statement of the child’s level of progress toward the annual goals or benchmarks, how progress will be measured, and how the child’s parents will be regularly informed at least as often as parents of non-disabled children are informed of their progress by such means as progress reports and report cards.

F.
Graduation Requirements - Standard Diploma

A standard high school diploma will be awarded to students who meet the requirements as referenced in the secondary education section of this Student Progression Plan, demonstrate mastery of the Sunshine State Standards that apply, and pass such demonstrated test.  In Rule 6A-.0312, FAC, School boards shall provide accommodations to basic courses, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunity to meet the graduation requirements for a standard diploma.  School boards shall modify vocational courses and programs of study, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the opportunity to meet graduation requirements for a standard or a special diploma.



1.
Accommodations to basic courses shall not include modifications to the curriculum frameworks or student performance standards.  When modifying vocational courses, the particular outcomes and student performance standards, which a student must master to earn credit, must be specified on the student’s individual educational plan.



2.
Accommodations to basic or vocational courses may include any of the following:




a.
The instructional time may be increased or decreased




b.
Instructional methodology may be varied.




c.
Special communications systems may be used by the teacher or the student.




d.
Classroom and district test administration procedures and other evaluation procedures may be adjusted as specified in Rule 6A-1.0943, FAC., to accommodate the student’s disability.



3.
When making accommodations to basic courses, the school board shall use one of the following strategies:




a.
Assignment of the exceptional student to an exceptional education class for instruction in a basic course with the same student performance standards as those required of non-exceptional students, or




b.
Assignment of the exceptional student to a basic education class for instruction which accommodates the student’s exceptionality.



4.
The IEP team shall determine which of these strategies to employ based on an assessment of the student’s needs and shall reflect this decision in the student’s Individual Educational Plan.  Course accommodations will be used to facilitate student participation in the general curriculum to the extent possible.  At least one regular education teacher will be involved in IEP development and the determination of course accommodations.



5.
Exceptional students enrolled in basic courses utilizing the strategy described in Rule 6-A.0312(3)(a), FAC., shall be counted as exceptional student special program cost factors only if the class is being taught in a special program for exceptional students, by a qualified teacher in accordance with Rule 6A-1.0503, FAC.



6.
Students failing the FCAT will be remediated and/or retested at the time designated by the state during the eleventh or twelfth grade.  Seniors not passing the FCAT, but having successfully completed courses that meet standard diploma graduation requirements and whose abilities cannot be accurately measured by the statewide assessment test, may meet waiver options as a requirement for a standard high school diploma.  Waiver requirements include students:





∙
who are currently seniors in high school with an Individual Educational Plan (IEP),





∙
who have met the graduation requirement of 27 academic credits (24 credits beginning 2007-2008 with students entering ninth grade)  with a cumulative 2.0 or better grade point average (GPA) and any other district requirements,





∙
who have taken the FCAT at least once in the 10th grade and once in the 11th grade, but have not attained a passing score, and





∙
for whom the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team determines that the FCAT cannot accurately measure the student’s abilities, taking into consideration all allowable accommodations.



7.
Students may select and move between courses of study leading to Standard or Special Diplomas as appropriate. (Rule 6A.0996(2)FAC).


G.
Graduation Requirements - Special Diploma

Students who have been properly classified in accordance with rules established by the state board as educable mentally handicapped, trainable mentally handicapped, hearing impaired, specific learning disabled, emotional behavior disorder, profoundly handicapped (profoundly mentally handicapped, autistic, severely emotionally disturbed or dual sensory impaired), physically impaired, or language impaired shall not be required to meet all requirements for a standard diploma and shall, upon meeting all applicable requirements for a special diploma, be awarded a special diploma in a form prescribed by the state board rule.  Students may use basic, vocational, and exceptional student education courses as appropriate for meeting graduation requirements.  Students may select and move between the Special Diploma options, and between courses of study leading to Standard or Special Diploma, as appropriate.  Nothing contained in this rule shall be construed to limit or restrict the right of an exceptional student solely to a Special Diploma.  School board shall award Special Diplomas based on two (2) options.  The IEP Committee will determine which of the following options for a Special Diploma is most appropriate to meet the needs of students with disabilities.  This decision will be documented in the Individual Educational Plan.



1.
Option 1




a.
The Sunshine State Standards for Special Diploma are 14 high school exit standards set by the State of Florida that students with disabilities must achieve in order to be awarded a Special Diploma under Option 1



b.
Minimum required credits for students entering ninth grade prior to 2007-2008:





Academics


10





Electives

    
17





TOTAL
     
    
27




Minimum required credits for students entering ninth grade in 2007-2008 and thereafter:






Academics


 9






Electives


15






TOTAL


24



c.
Attain 2.0 grade point average



2.
Special Diploma - Option 2

Option 2 is based on mastery of employment and community competencies.  Students may enter a course of study leading to graduation under Option 2 at a date no earlier than the second term of the year in which his/her original class will complete regular graduation.





a.
Employment and community competencies.  The school board’s requirements for demonstration of mastery of specified employment and community competencies shall ensure:






1)
The student has achieved all the annual goals and short-term objectives, which were specified on the IEP, related to the employment and community competencies.





2)
The student is employed in a community-based job, for the number of hours per week specified in the student’s training plan, for the equivalent of one (l) term, and paid a minimum wage in compliance with the requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act.





3)
The student has mastered the employment and community competencies specified in a graduation training plan.  The training plan shall be developed and signed by the student, parent, teacher, and employer prior to placement in employment and shall identify the following:






(a)
The expected employment and community competencies







(b)
The criteria for determining and certifying mastery of the competencies






(c)
The work schedule and the minimum number of hours to be worked per week, and 






(d)
A description of the supervision to be provided by school district staff.


H.
Types of Certificates



1.
Certificate of Completion

A student who has met all requirements for graduation with a standard diploma with the exception of passing the FCAT or being granted a waiver shall be awarded a Certificate of Completion.



2.
Special Certificate of Completion

A student who has met the credit requirements as specified for a special diploma, but fails to master the Sunshine State Standards for Special Diploma, or requirements for Option 2 (as applicable) shall be awarded a Special Certificate of Completion.

V.
Comprehensive Dropout Prevention Program


A.
A Comprehensive Dropout Prevention Program shall be annually developed and shall be given immediate supervision by a staff member assigned by the Superintendent.  Specific details of this program shall be included in an annual Comprehensive Dropout Prevention Plan approved by the School Board and included by reference in this plan.  Elements that may be included in this plan include:



1.
Educational Alternatives



2.
Teenage Parent



3.
Disciplinary



4.
Substance Abuse



5.
Youth Services


6.
Early Exit Graduation Option Plan

B.
Special consideration must be given to the Educational Alternative component.  This component must provide for the following:



1.
Purpose



2.
Scope and Design of Programs



3.
Program Description



4.
Eligibility, Selection and Placement



5.
Maintenance of Appropriate Records



6.
Agreements (If Other Agencies Providing Programs)



7.
Referral for Evaluation

8. Notification of Parents
VI.
Adult Education


A.  General Requirement

The School Board shall establish and maintain an Adult Education Program which is based on a needs assessment and is designed for vocational education, basic skills education, secondary education, or life long learning pursuant to Florida Statutes and State Board of Education Rules.  This program shall be the direct responsibility of the Local Director of Vocational, Adult, and Community Education.  Course and credit requirements for the GED Diploma and the Adult Education Program shall be approved by the School Board and be incorporated into the Suwannee County Student Progression Plan.



1.
The program shall be designed for:




a.
An individual who has passed the compulsory school age and has legally withdrawn from the elementary or secondary school of last attendance.




b.
A high school student who can be more effectively served in this program and needs a course(s) required for high school graduation.



2.
A student who withdraws from the regular high school program and subsequently enrolls in the Adult Education Program shall be permitted to reenter the regular high school program with the Superintendent's approval or as provided herein; however, School Board approval shall be required for transferring more than two (2) credits from the Adult Education Program toward meeting graduation requirements in the regular high school program.



3.
A student who withdraws from a regular high school program with seventeen (17) or more credits may have the option of either entering the credit earning program or the GED preparatory program.  A student who withdraws from a regular high school program with fewer than seventeen (17) credits shall enter the GED preparatory program.  If the student is under the age of eighteen, he/she may be granted an age waiver after a minimum of thirty (30) days in the preparatory program and successful completion of all age waiver requirements.

Students with less than seventeen (17) credits may petition the principal for the opportunity to take credit courses.  The student will be placed on probation for a period of three (3) weeks.  During this time, the student must demonstrate his/her ability to benefit from this program by completing a minimum of one unit of academic achievement in each subject area in which he/she is enrolled and must have the recommendation of the adult education instructor to remain in the program.  If the student does not successfully complete the probationary period, he/she may enroll in the GED preparatory program.

When a student is six years beyond his original entry date into ninth grade, the student may meet the State of Florida Adult High School diploma requirements as outlined in Statute 1003.43.



4.
A student who is enrolled in the Adult Education Program is expected to attend class regularly.  Attendance shall be kept and reported for each class period by the teacher.  Absences shall be counted effective the first scheduled class meeting.  An excused absence may be allowed in accordance with the school attendance policy.  The administration for the Adult 

Program shall recommend withdrawal policies for the Superintendent's approval.



5.
An official transcript showing acceptable course work or credit completed by a student shall be placed in the student's record.  An official transcript is one received directly from the school or school district.



6.
Enrollment priority shall be given to adults, and programs providing for full-time adults shall be given special consideration for use of available funds.



7.
Adult students enrolled in recreation and leisure time courses shall be assessed a fee which is equal to but does not exceed, the cost of providing such programs.  The total fee collected annually shall not exceed program costs.


B.
Requirements for Graduation from the Adult Education Program

No student may be issued a diploma or may participate in the graduation exercises of the adult education program who has not met the requirements hereinafter prescribed:



l.
Graduation requirements as identified in III.B.3.a. plus satisfactory performance on the High School Competency Test (HSCT)/FCAT (for students entering the ninth grade during the 1999-00 school year and thereafter) except:




a.
The one-half (½) credit or 1 credit in physical education is not required for graduation and shall be substituted with elective credit to keep the total number of credits needed for graduation consistent.




b.
The laboratory component of the science requirement is waived when facilities are inaccessible or do not exist.




c.
Adult students enrolled in adult secondary education in pursuit of a high school diploma after the beginning of the 1978-79 school year and before the 1984-85 school year are required to meet only those requirements for graduation that were in effect at the time of their enrollment when such enrollment has been continuous except for summer terms.




d.
The one-half (½) credit in performing fine arts shall be satisfied by enrollment in, and satisfactory completion of, any course in grade 9 or above listed in the art, dance, drama, speech, debate or music areas of Section 3 of the Course Code Directory.  One credit in a practical arts can substitute for the one-half (½) credit in performing fine arts.



2.
If allowed under new state graduation requirements, elective high school credit will be granted as follows:




a.
Two (2) units of elective subject credit, recorded as military training, will be granted to any individual who has satisfactorily completed a minimum of one (1) year of service in the armed forces.  No person who has received an unfavorable discharge or release from the armed services shall be eligible for such credit.




b.
Correspondence courses in high school subjects taken under the auspices of the United States Armed Forces Institute will be accepted for credit provided bona fide certificates of course completion are presented showing the necessary information for proper evaluation of the credit awarded.




c.
Organized courses of instruction completed in special schools operated by the armed forces will be accepted for credit; provided, that documentary evidence of course completion is submitted; and provided further, that the amount of credit awarded in each case shall be in accordance with the recommendations of the American Council on Education as contained in the council's publication entitled A Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Experiences in the Armed Forces.




d.
Under no conditions may more than eight (8) credits be awarded to an individual toward graduation for military experiences and course work completed while in the armed forces.


e.
One (1) credit in homemaking may be granted for every five (5) years of being a homemaker not to exceed two (2) credits, and one (1) credit may be allowed for each five (5) years of work experience directly related to a program currently offered in the adult education program not to exceed two (2) credits.



3.
At least two (2) credits must be earned in the adult education program of Suwannee County.


4.
No credit shall be awarded to any student except where the requirements of State Board of Education Regulations, accreditation standards and regulations of the School Board have been met.

C.
Dual Enrollment


The Suwannee-Hamilton Technical Center is authorized to plan for Dual Enrollment of secondary students.  Whenever this enrollment includes students from other counties, Articulation Agreement(s) may be arranged with appropriate counties.  Student qualifications must demonstrate readiness for vocational-level course work if the student is to be enrolled in vocational courses, and student qualifications for vocational certificate dual enrollment courses must include a 2.0 unweighted grade point average.  Exceptions to the required grade point averages may be granted if the educational entities agree and if the terms of the agreement are contained within the dual enrollment interinstitutional articulation agreement.

D.
Graduation by State of Florida High School Diplomas


Participants who pass the General Education Development (GED) Tests shall earn a State of Florida high school diploma.  Such participants shall not participate in regular high school graduation exercises, shall not be given other diplomas from schools in Suwannee County, and shall not be allowed to enter or remain in regular or adult high school completion programs after receipt of such diplomas except students completing the GED Tests during concurrent enrollment in district Dropout Prevention Programs shall be eligible for a regular diploma and participation in graduation exercises when such students have also completed requirement in section D.3. below.  The GED Tests shall be administered in accordance with Florida State Board of Education Administration Rule 6A-6.21 and students shall be eligible to participate in accordance with the following conditions:


1.
Adults, 18 years and older who:



a.
Are Florida  residents, and



b.
Have been withdrawn from regular school (K-12) for at least 30 calendar days.


2.
Out of school youths, ages 16 and 17, who:



a.
Are Florida residents, and



b.
Show evidence of having been withdrawn from regular school (K-12) for at least 30 calendar days, and



c.
Have permission of the Superintendent based on demonstrated need to obtain employment, enlist in the U.S. military, enroll in a post secondary educational/vocational program, or some other hardship condition which cannot otherwise be satisfactorily overcome.








3.
Regular school (K-12) students, who:



a.
Are enrolled in an approved dropout prevention program, and



b.
Pass the FCAT


c.
Make acceptable scores on the GED practice test or a reasonable substitute



d.
Maintain a 2.0 GPA 



e.
Earn at least two (2) credits during the second term of the year in which a Florida High School Diploma is earned



f.
One credit in a vocational program is required.



g.
If successful would be receiving a Florida High School Diploma no earlier than the second term of the year in which his/her original class will complete regular graduation.


h.
Students in their third year of high school who qualify for the GED Exit Option program may be designated as a 10th, 11th or 12th graders based on the recommendation of the GED Exit Option committee.

VII. Identification of Pertinent School Board Policy

Various requirements have been given greater visibility in the School Board Policy Manual and by specific reference are included as part of this required Student Progression Plan.  

   
VIII. Program of Study


A.
Elementary Level Curriculum (K-5)

The required program of study for elementary grades in the Suwannee County Public Schools reflect state and local requirements for elementary education.  All grades shall emphasize State Student Performance Standards in reading, writing and mathematics.   The following areas of study are required for each grade K-5:  Elementary Level Curriculum - language arts, reading, writing, handwriting, mathematics, physical education, music and the arts.  The areas of science, social studies and health will be incorporated in grades K,1 and 2 through the State Student Performance Standards in reading, writing and mathematics.  In addition, 
science, social studies and health will be included in grades 3,4 and 5.  All classes will provide appropriate instruction designed to ensure that students meet State Student Performance Standards.  Careers and vocational awareness will be integrated into the curriculum.  Technology will be an integral tool in the elementary instructional program.  Students will understand and utilize technology as a source of information and an application of data for problem-solving.  Members of the elementary instructional staff shall use approved materials and resources to teach the following:



1.
Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute to encourage patriotism and greater respect for country;



2.
The history and the contributions of African-Americans, Hispanics and women to society;



3.
The true effects of alcoholic and intoxicating liquors and beverages and narcotics upon the human body and mind;



4.
Kindness to animals;



5.
Conservation of natural resources;



6.
Comprehensive health education coordinating with the district “Wellness Policy”;


7.
Drug abuse resistance education and good decision making;

8. The history of the state of Florida.


9.
Physical education (K-5) shall be scheduled for 150 minutes per week.

Character development, citizenship, work habits, critical thinking skills, respect for authority, life, liberty and personal property, honesty, charity, self-control, racial, ethnic and religious tolerance and cooperation, application of high-order reasoning through use of knowledge and promotion of cultural awareness and development of social relationships shall be included as necessary components to a comprehensive elementary school program that promotes student responsibility.  Specifics on courses and/or time requirements are outlined in D.1. below and/or those approved annually in accordance with each individual school Course of Study.


B.
Middle Level Curriculum (6-8)

The required program of study for middle grades in the Suwannee County Public Schools reflect state and local requirements for middle grades.  The following areas of study are required for grades 6-8:



1.
Middle Level Curriculum - language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, music, art, health, physical education, and exploratory career education.  Activities which offer desirable experiences such as band, drama, creative writing, athletics, and student government shall be promoted.  Instruction in the use of the library and counseling services shall be provided.



2.
Middle School Requirements




a.
Three (3) years completion of mathematics, language arts, science and social science courses;



b.
Regularly scheduled physical education shall be provided to students in grades 6-8 for a minimum of one term per school year (225 minutes per week are encouraged);




c.
Regularly scheduled experiences selected from at least art, music, foreign language, exploratory vocational education, (using “Choices” and FACTs.org) and health  coinciding with the district “Wellness Policy”;




d.
Instruction in computer literacy;




e.
Critical thinking skills and related skills in the context of mathematics, communication, science, and social studies;




f. 
The nature and importance of free enterprise to the United States economy;




g.
The history and content of the Declaration of Independence including national sovereignty, natural law, self-evident truth, equality of all persons, limited government, popular sovereignty, and inalienable rights of life, liberty and property,  and how they form the philosophical foundation of our government;




h.
The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government, as they are embodied in the most important of the Federalist Papers;




i.
The history, meaning, significance, and effect of the provisions of the Constitution of the United States and amendments thereto, with emphasis on each of the 10 amendments that make up the Bill of Rights and how the constitution provides the structure of our government;




j.
Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute;




k.
The elements of civil government at the State and Federal Levels;




l.
The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), to be taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of human behavior, an understanding of the ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means to be a responsible and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions:




m.
The history and contributions of African-Americans, Hispanics, and women to society;




n.
The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxicating liquors and beverages and narcotics upon the human body and mind;

    



o.
Kindness to animals;

    



p.
The history of the state; and

    



q.
The conservation of natural resources and elementary principals of agriculture;





r.
Comprehensive health education will coincide with the District “Wellness Policy” that addresses concepts of community health; consumer health; environmental health, family life, including an awareness of the benefits of sexual abstinence as the expected standard and the consequences of teenage pregnancy; mental and emotional health; injury prevention and safety; nutrition; personal health; prevention and control of disease; and substance use and abuse.





s.
Character development curriculum will stress:  the qualities of patriotism, responsibility, citizenship, kindness, respect for authority, life, liberty, and personal property, honesty, charity, self-control, racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance, and cooperation.


3.
Character development, citizenship, work habits, critical thinking skills, application of high-order reasoning through use of knowledge and promotion of cultural awareness and development of social relationships shall be included as necessary components to a comprehensive middle school program that promotes student responsibility.  Specifics on courses and/or time requirements are outlined in D.2. below and/or those approved annually in accordance with each individual school Course of Study.




C.
Senior Level Curriculum (9-12)

The program of study for high schools in the Suwannee County Public Schools reflect state and local requirements for high school.  This program shall be broad enough to provide students with an opportunity to meet all graduation requirements and other special personal educational, college, and vocational interest and courses, in a Course of Study, shall receive annual approval. This program shall include at least:



1.
Options for students to complete eighteen or twenty-seven credits in grades 9-12 for graduation (see graduation requirements).  A minimum 24 credit requirement beginning 2007-2008 for 9th Graders to include 16-core and 8-major/minor/electives;


2.
Instruction in a comparative study of the history, doctrines and objectives of all major political systems;



3.
Instruction in free enterprise and consumer education;



4.
The content of the Declaration of Independence and how it forms the philosophical foundation of our government;



5.
The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government, as they are embodied in the most important of the Federalist Papers;



6.
The essentials of the United States Constitution and how it provides the structure of our government;



7.
Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute;



8.
The elements of civil government at the State and Federal Levels;



9.
The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), to be taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of human behavior, an understanding of the ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means to be a responsible and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions:


    
10.
The history and contributions of African-Americans, Hispanics and women to society;


    
11.
The elementary principles of agriculture;


    
12.
The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxicating liquors and beverages and narcotics upon the human body and mind;


    
    
13.
Kindness to animals;

    

    
14.
The history of the state; 

    

    
15.
The conservation of natural resources;


    
16.
Character development, citizenship, work habits, critical thinking skills, application of high-order reasoning through use of knowledge and promotion of cultural awareness and development of social relationships shall be included as necessary components to a comprehensive high school program that promotes student responsibility.  Specifics on courses and/or time requirements are outlined in D.3. below and/or those approved annually in accordance with each individual school Course of Study.


17.
Physical education courses that meet graduation requirements are provided to students in grades 9-12.  Additional physical education courses shall be provided as electives.


D.
The Course of Study for the Suwannee County School System shall consist of subjects and courses selected from the current edition of the Course Code Directory for Public Schools, Vocational Schools, and Adult Schools published annually by the State of Florida, Department of Education, as follows:



1.
Elementary Level (K-5)

Student schedules may reflect course code numbers by subject or as self-contained as appropriate.  Regardless of scheduling techniques minimum time requirements for instruction shall be met as outlined under A above and include courses from a school Course of Study approved annually.



2.
Middle Level (6-8)

Student schedules must include all requirements outlined under B. above and include courses identified from a school Course of Study approved annually.



3.
Senior Level (9-12)

Student schedules must include all requirements outlined under C. above and include courses identified from a school Course of Study approved annually.



4.
Adult Level

Student schedules for adults must reflect consideration for meeting requirements of VI. of this Student Progression Plan and include courses identified from a school Course of Study approved annually.


E.
Requirements for instruction in Health Education and Alcohol and Substance Abuse shall include yearly hours as follows:








Health Education 







(Including Substance Abuse)






          Health Education
    Substance Abuse 








(Including Alcohol Abuse)






     # of hours       
  
# of hours




Grade 3

   
40


10




Grade 4

   
60


10




Grade 5

   
60


12



Grade 6

   
75


10




Grade 7

   
75


10



Grade 8

   
75


10




Grade 9

   
75


15




Grade 10


10


 6




Grade 11

 
10


 6




Grade 12

 
10


 6


Appendix #1
On June 24, 2003, the Suwannee County School Board gave approval to increase the tuition for foreign exchange students attending district schools from $5,200 to $6,000 effective with the 2003-04 school year.

Appendix #2

GRADE 9-12 SUGGESTED COURSE OF STUDY

	ENGLISH

SHS/BHS
	HONORS
	REGULAR

OPTION 1
	REGULAR

OPTION 2
	Student athletes who plan to enter a 4-year university must meet all academic requirements of the Clearing House.  For example, a student in the Algebra 1A and 1B track will need to complete two other math courses after this  sequence.

MATH SUBSTITUTIONS
See Course Code Directory for course substitutions relative to completion of vocational programs.

*Must have a documented SPMP or IEP to be enrolled.

	9TH GRADE
	ENGLISH I HONORS
	ENGLISH I
	ENGLISH I
	

	10TH GRADE
	ENGLISH II HONORS
	ENGLISH II
	ENGLISH II
	

	11TH GRADE
	ENGLISH III HONORS

AP LANGUAGE & COMP 

DUAL ENR. ENGLISH 101
	ENGLISH III
	ENGLISH III
	

	12TH GRADE
	ENGLISH IV HONORS

AP LITERATURE

DUAL ENR. ENGLISH 102
	ENGLISH IV
	ENGLISH IV
	

	MATH

SHS/BHS
	HONORS
	REGULAR

OPTION 1
	REGULAR

OPTION 2
	

	9TH GRADE
	ALGEBRA 1 HONORS

ALBEGRA II HONORS
	ALGEBRA 1
	ALGEBRA 1A
	

	10TH GRADE
	GEOMETRY HONORS

ALGEBRA II HONORS
	GEOMETRY
	ALGEBRA 1B
	

	11TH GRADE
	ALGEBRA II HONORS

TRIG & ANALYTIC GEOMETRY 

PRE-CALCULUS
	ALGEBRA II
	INFORMAL GEOMETRY


	

	12TH GRADE
	TRIG & ANALYTIC GEOMETRY 

OR 

PRE-CALCULUS 

OR

AP CALCULUS (Pre-requisites Required)
	TRIG & ANALYTIC GEOMETRY

OR

PRE-CALCULUS
	ALGEBRA II

OR

*CONSUMER MATH 

OR 

APPLIED MATH III


	

	

	SCIENCE

SHS/BHS
	HONORS
	REGULAR


	
	Student athletes who plan to enter a 4-year University  must meet all academic requirements of the Clearing House.  For example, a student who takes Integrated Science I will need to complete three other sciences to meet Clearing House requirements.

SCIENCE SUBSTITUTIONS

Agriscience Foundations I

See Course Code Directory for course substitutions relative to completion of  vocational programs.

	9TH GRADE
	EARTH /SPACE SCIENCE HONORS
	EARTH/ SPACE SCIENCE
	
	

	10TH GRADE
	BIOLOGY 1 HONORS


	BIOLOGY I


	
	

	11TH GRADE
	CHEMISTRY 1 HONORS

OR

AP ENVIRONMENTAL
	CHEMISTRY 1

OR

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
	
	

	12TH GRADE
	ANATOMY & PHY HONORS

OR

MARINE SCIENCE HONORS

OR

AP PHYSICS A
	
	
	

	SOCIAL STUDIES

SHS/BHS
	HONORS
	REGULAR *
OPTION 1
	
	

	9TH GRADE
	AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HONORS

ECONOMICS HONORS

AP AMERICAN GOV’T
	
	
	

	10TH GRADE
	WORLD HISTORY HONORS
	WORLD HISTORY
	
	

	11TH GRADE
	AMERICAN HISTORY HONORS

OR

AP US HISTORY
	AMERICAN HISTORY
	
	

	12TH GRADE
	WESTERN CIVILIZATION

OR

SOCIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY

OR

AP EURO HISTORY

OR

DUAL ENR  WEST CIV

OR

HUMANITIES I & II
	AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
ECONOMICS
	
	


*For students entering grade 9 for 2007-2008 and thereafter, American Government/Economics becomes a regular offering at grade 12 replacing World Cultural Geography.

Appendix #3

SUWANNEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Academic Recovery 

Staffing Forms

Name ____________________________________Student ID # __________________          

High School _________________ Grade Level _______Counselor ____________________

ED OPTIONS GUIDELINES: 

Eligible Students:  
Throughout this document, credit eligible students shall be defined as follows: a). seniors; b). juniors, who have completed the first nine weeks of their junior year; c). third year high school students, who have completed the first nine weeks of their third year in high school ; or 

d) Alternative Education Program Students; and e) students identified as “At Risk” by Drop-Out Prevention criteria.

CREDITS:

Competency based credits will be limited to a total of four (4) for the entire time a student is enrolled in high school beyond the normal course load.


Academic Credit:

●
Academic credits  will be limited to courses which have been failed in the traditional high school class earned less than a 2.0 GPA or is needed for graduation as a senior.


●
All  credits awarded must be approved by the Assistant Superintendent for Instruction. Students will not earn credit in a core academic course unless 80% or above is attained.  


●
All modules on a course must be completed as prescribed by pre-testing.

●
Credits will not be awarded without supporting documentation. Documentation must include performance on all modules, final grades, date enrolled, date completed, seat hours and all other relevant data to support the awarding of credit.

●
Module content must parallel DOE course frameworks and standards.

●
English credits must also include appropriate writing and literary assignments .

Elective Credit:


●
Elective credit courses shall be limited to eligible students who have been unsuccessful on the FCAT.

●
Elective credits shall consist of Intensive Basic Skills courses.

FCAT Remediation Courses:


●
Credits will not be awarded for FCAT remediation courses, unless these courses are being taken by grade-level eligible students as the allowed elective credits. 


II.
STUDENT ELIGIBILITY/PLACEMENT:

Eligibility:


●
Courses for credit will be limited to a). seniors;  b). juniors, who have completed the first nine weeks of their junior year; c). third year high school students, who have completed the first nine weeks of their third year in high school; d) Alternative Education Program students; and e) students identified as “At Risk” by Drop-Out Prevention criteria..

●
Courses for credit will be limited to students who also have below a 2.0 cumulative grade point average (GPA), need a course for graduation as a senior, or have been unsuccessful on the FCAT. 

(Exception: second term seniors who have not already earned two (2) credits and who need a required course in order to graduate, or other students in Drop-Out Prevention or meeting “At Risk” criteria).

●
Seniors enrolling in courses for credit must be staffed into the appropriate course 30 days prior to graduation.

●
Seniors who are not staffed into a course 30 days prior to graduation and who do not graduate may be staffed into a course during the summer session. However, all credit requirements must be met.


●
Students must be at or above the seventh grade on the TABE assessment test to earn credit in a core academic course.  

●
Credit eligible students who have failed the FCAT may be placed in a Basic Skills course.

●
Any grade-level students may be staffed into FCAT non-credit remediation courses.

●
Students must agree to a behavior contract to attend regularly and avoid discipline referrals while in the program.

Placement:

●
Placement of students in any course (credit or non-credit) must adhere to the following staffing procedures in this specified order; all staffing forms must be completed prior to a student beginning any coursework.

1.
Counselor referral with appropriate staffing information, documentation, placement date, and signature on the staffing form.

2.
Principal approval with appropriate signature on the staffing form.

3.
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction approval with appropriate signature on the staffing form.

4.
Suwannee Hamilton Technical Center/SHS Principal approval with appropriate signature on the staffing form.

I.
Academic Credit Criteria: (Complete all sections)

A. Grade Classification:___Junior ___Senior __3rd Year High School Student  

 
 ___ Other

B. Cumulative GPA: (must be below 2.0) _____

C.
FCAT Scores:   Communications _________

Math _________

D.  
Failed Academic Course: 



Specify which course: _______________________




Assigned Ed Options Course:___________________




Credit to be attempted: _____.5 credit
_____1 credit

E.  
Ed Options academic credits previously earned (maximum allowed 2):

_____None
_____1 credit: specify course:_________________






_____2 credits: specify courses: _____________________







    _____________________


_____________________________________________________________________

Elective Credit Criteria: (Complete all sections)

A. Grade Classification:___Junior ___Senior __3rd Year High School Student

___Other


B.
Cumulative GPA: (must be below 2.0) _____

C.
FCAT Scores:
Communications _________
Math ________

D.  
Failed Elective Course: 

Specify which course: _______________________




Assigned Ed Options Course:___________________

Credit to be attempted: _____.5 credit
_____1 credit

E.  
Ed Options elective credits previously earned (maximum allowed 2):

___None
___1 credit: specify: _________________






___2 credits: specify: _____________________







_____________________

______________________________________________________________________

Remediation Criteria: (Complete all sections)

A.
Grade Classification:___Freshman ___Sophomore ___Junior ___Senior

___3rd Year High School Student  ___Other

B. Reason for remediation:


_____Failed FCAT (Scores) Communications _______Math ______

C. Assigned Ed Options remediation course: Specify: _____________________

ED OPTIONS STAFFING FORM 

SIGNATURE PAGE

_____________________________________

_________

Student Name






Grade

______________________________________

_________

Counselor Signature



  

 Date
 

____________________________________

_________

 Principal Signature





Date   

______________________________________

_________

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction

    
Date

_______________________________________

__________

Principal Suwannee Hamilton Technical Center/

Date


Principal Suwannee High School/

Principal Branford High School

Date Entered Program____________________



Attachments: Documentation of eligibility: FCAT scores; GPA; Failed courses; SPMP; ESE status; Behavior contract and/or other relevant data to support Ed Options course enrollment

SUWANNEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Academic Recovery Program



Counselor Course Recommendation

Student Name ____________________________________   Student ID # ________________

High School ________________________   Counselor _______________________________
Student Contact Phone Number _______________________
Courses offered:  If one semester only, please circle which semester
	Check

Here
	Course
	Course No
	Semester A
	Semester B
	FCAT Remediation

 (attach detail report)

Communications _____

Mathematics         _____ 



	*
	English I
	1001310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	*
	English II
	1001340
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	English III
	1001370
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	English IV         
	1001400
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	*
	Algebra IA
	1200370
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	*
	Algebra IB
	1200380
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	*
	Algebra I
	1200310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	*
	Algebra II
	1200330
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Informal Geometry
	1206300
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Earth/Space Science
	2001310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Environmental Science
	2001340
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Biology I
	2000310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Life Management Skills
	0800300
	.5 credit ONLY
	

	
	American History
	2100310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	World History
	2109310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Economics
	2102310
	.5 credit ONLY
	

	
	American Government
	2106310
	.5 credit ONLY
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills – Part A
	1000420A
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills – Part B
	1000420B
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills – Part C
	1000420C
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills –Part D
	1000420D
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	Intensive Math –Part A
	1200400A
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Math –Part B
	1200400B
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	Intensive Math –Part C
	1200400C
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Reading –Part A
	1000410A
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Reading Part B
	1000410B
	
	.5 credit
	


Preferred
__ Mon & Wed   5:30 - 8:30 pm
  

Class Time
__ Tues & Thurs 5:30 – 8:30 pm

The Technical Center will contact the student when space is available.
Counselor Signature ____________________________________Date _____________________
SUWANNEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Academic Recovery Program

Behavior Contract

I, ___________________________________, understand and agree to the following conditions to participate in the after school Academic Recovery Program.

●
I will not miss more than two Academic Recovery class sessions in any grading period.

●
I understand that I will be withdrawn after three (3) Academic Recovery class absences in a grading period.

●
I agree that a discipline referral may result in immediate withdrawal from the program.

●
I understand the conditions under which both academic and elective credit will be awarded.

__________________________________

___________

Student Signature




    Date

_________________________________________
_____________


Parent Signature




    Date


SUWANNEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Academic Recovery Program
Final Grade Sheet

Student Name __________________________________Grade __________________
High School ___________________________________Ed Options Entry Date________
Course Completion Date_______________Hours of Enrollment _________
Final Grade 
Non Credit- Remediation Class Only: ______ Math
______ Communications
Instructor Signature: ____________________________Date ____________________

	Check

Here
	Course
	Course No
	Semester A
	Semester B
	Final

Grade

	
	English I
	1001310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	English II
	1001340
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	English III
	1001370
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	English IV         
	1001400
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Algebra IA
	1200370
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Algebra IB
	1200380
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Algebra I
	1200310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Algebra II
	1200330
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Applied Math II
	1205410
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Informal Geometry
	1206300
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Earth/Space Science
	2001310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Environmental Science
	2001340
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Biology I
	2000310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Life Management Skills
	0800300
	.5 credit ONLY
	

	
	American History
	2100310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	World History
	2109310
	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	

	
	Economics
	2102310
	.5 credit ONLY
	

	
	American Government
	2106310
	.5 credit ONLY
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills – Part A
	1000420A
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills – Part B
	1000420B
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills – Part C
	1000420C
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Basic Skills  Part D
	1000420D
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	Intensive Math –Part A
	1200400A
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Math –Part B
	1200400B
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	Intensive Math –Part C
	1200400C
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Reading –Part A
	1000410A
	.5 credit
	
	

	
	Intensive Reading - Part B
	1000410B
	
	.5 credit
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Amount Academic Credit Awarded______     Amount Elective Credit Awarded ________
Director of Secondary Education__________________________ Date ________________
Appendix #4
Florida PASS Program

School District of Hillsborough County

Title I Migrant Education Program

Program Description

The Portable Assisted Study Sequence (PASS) Program consists of semi-independent study courses which enable migrant students to earn secondary-level semester credits for high school graduation.  Participants take these courses in order to make up credits, meet graduation requirements, and/or facilitate scheduling.  PASS courses are parallel to the regular academic courses offered in Florida.  Students are able to continue course work as they move from district to district or state to state.

Each course consists of five units to be completed by the student with the help of a facilitating teacher.  PASS courses can be taken any time during the school year or during the summer.  Completion of a full semester course earns a ½ high school credit and 1 credit for the Art course.  Each course packet contains the necessary supplies to complete the course.  The packet also includes the materials for the facilitating teacher.  Tests are administered by the facilitating teacher and scored by the PASS Program staff.  Grade reports and transcripts are issued from the PASS office.

Program Requirements

In order to be eligible to participate in the PASS Program the student must:

●
Qualify for migratory program services as documented by a current Certificate of Eligibility,


●
Demonstrate at least seventh grade level reading and writing skills, and

●
Be enrolled in senior high school and in need of the course to fulfill graduation requirements.

Program Procedures

1. Assess student to determine migrant eligibility.

2. Select appropriate course with the assistance of the guidance counselor.

3. Submit application to the PASS office.

4. Complete course work.

5. Submit unit tests to PASS office for grading.

6. Review grade report provided by the PASS office.

7. An official Course Completion Document will be provided by the PASS office upon course completion.

PASS Summer “Jump-Start”

This initiative is designed to help in-coming 9th grade students get a jump-start into their high school education.  The program offers three courses:  Study Techniques, Applied Learning Methods, and Career Explorations.  To participate in the program, the student must:


●
Have an age/grade discrepancy, and


●
Have completed and passed the 8th grade

The application process is the same as the other PASS courses.

FLORIDA PASS COURSE OFFERINGS

	FLORIDA COURSE CODE #
	PASS COURSE *
	COMPARABLE FLORIDA COURSE

	0014320
	Art
	Drawing and Painting 1

	
	
	

	0800300
	Health Education
	Health 1-Life Management Skills

	
	
	

	1001310
	English I A
	English I - Semester 1

	1001310
	English I B
	English I - Semester 2

	1001340
	English II A
	English II - Semester 1

	1001340
	English II B
	English II - Semester 2

	1001370
	English III A
	English III – Semester I

	1001370
	English III B
	English III – Semester 2

	1001400
	English IV A
	English IV – Semester 1

	1001400
	English IV B
	English IV – Semester 2

	1009320
	Creative Writing
	Creative Writing I

	
	
	

	1700370
	Study Techniques
	Critical Thinking & Study Skills

	1700300
	Applied Learning Methods
	Research I

	1700380
	Career Exploration
	Career Research and Decision Making

	
	
	

	1200310
	Algebra A
	Algebra I – Semester 1

	1200310
	Algebra B
	Algebra I – Semester 2

	1206300
	Informal Geometry A
	Informal Geometry – Semester 1

	1206310
	Geometry A
	Geometry – Semester 1

	1206310
	Geometry B
	Geometry – Semester 2

	1205370
	Consumer Education
	Consumer Mathematics

	1200300
	Pre-Algebra
	Pre-Algebra

	
	
	

	200310
	Biology A
	Biology I – Semester 1

	200310
	Biology B
	Biology I – Semester 2

	2001340
	Environmental Science A
	Environmental Science – Semester 1

	2001340
	Environmental Science A
	Environmental Science – Semester 1

	2003310
	Physical Science A
	Physical Science – Semester 1

	2003310
	Physical Science B
	Physical Science – Semester 2

	
	
	

	2106310
	U.S. Government
	American Government

	2103300
	World Geography
	World Cultural Geography

	2102310
	Economics
	Economics

	2104600
	Ethnic Studies
	Multicultural Studies

	2100310
	U.S. History A
	American History – Semester 1

	2100310
	U.S. History B
	American History – Semester 2

	2109310
	World History A
	World History – Semester 1

	2109310
	World History B
	World History – Semester 2


*The Art course is one (1) credit.

CONTACT INFORMATION

	SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

Glenn Barrington, Chairman

Candy Olson, Vice Chairman

Carolyn Bricklemyer

Jennifer Faliero

Carol W. Kurdell

Jack R. Lamb, Ed.D.

Doris Ross Reddick

Superintendent of Schools

Earl J. Lennard, Ph.D.

Chief of Staff

James P. Hamilton, Ph.D.

Division of Student Services and

Federal Programs

Gwendolyn Luney

Assistant Superintendent

Nelson Luis

General Director

Walter Vartlett

Director, Federal Programs
	FLORIDA PASS PROGRAM

Carmen Sorondo, Supervisor

carmen.sorondo@sdhc.k12.fl.us
Juan A. Seda, Administrative Resource Teacher

juan.seda@sdhc.k12.fl.us
Ruby Wall, Program Manager

ruby.wall@sdhc.k12.fl.us
Jean Brinson, Clerk

irma.brinson@sdhc.k12.fl.us
Migrant Education Services Center

408 W. Chipman Street

Plant City, Florida  33563-3108

Phone:     813-757-9331

                 800-348-7624

Fax:          813-757-9332


Appendix #5
Transfer of High School Credit

In their policy on Transfer Credit, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) provides for accepting credits from non-accredited schools when validated by scholastic performance.  In addition, SACS recently announced an expansion of their policy on Transfer Credit to accept credits earned through traditional sources that are accredited by several state accrediting agencies without further validation.  In the state of Florida, the following state accrediting agencies are recognized:  National Council on Private School Accreditation (NCPSA) member agencies; the Florida Council on Independent Schools (FCIS); and the Florida Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (FACCS).

NCPSA member agencies are the following:  Accrediting Association of Seventh-day Adventist Schools, Colleges and Universities; Association of Christian Schools International;  Association of Christian Teachers and Schools, Assemblies of God; Association of Independent Schools of Florida; Association of Waldorf Schools of North America; Christian Schools International; Christian Schools of Florida; Florida Association of Christian Colleges and Schools; International Christian Accrediting Association; Kentucky Nonpublic School Commission; Montessori School Accreditation Commission; and the National Independent Private School Association.

In order to establish uniform procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and credit for students entering Florida’s public schools, the procedures shall be as follows:
(1) Credits and grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on official transcripts and shall be accepted at face value subject to validation if required by the receiving school’s accreditation.  If validation of the official transcript is deemed necessary, or if the student does not possess an official transcript or is a home education student, credits shall be validated through performance during the first grading period as outlined in subsection (2) of this rule.

(2) Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the receiving school.  A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate sequential course level and should have a minimum grade point average of 2.0 at the end of the first grading period.  Students who do not meet this requirement shall have credits validated using the Alternative Validation Procedure, as outlined in subsection (3) of this rule.

(3) Alternative Validation Procedure.  If validation based on performance as described above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following alternatives shall be used for validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal and parent:

(a) Portfolio evaluation by the superintendent or designee;

(b) Written recommendation by a Florida certified teacher selected by the parent and approved by the principal;

(c) Demonstrated performance in courses taken through dual enrollment or at other public or private accredited schools;

(d) Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area assessments;

(e) Demonstrated proficiencies on the FCAT; or

(f) Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the former school.  Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date of transfer to prepare for assessments outlined in paragraphs (3)(d) and (e) of this rule if required.


