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APPENDIX A
 

I. Student Proficiency Provisions 

Each student's progression from one grade to another must be determined, 
on achievement in reading and mathematics. Schools, with the support of 
the district, shall facilitate the attainment of proficiency for each student and 
hislher parent or guardian will be informed of the student's academic 
progress. 

Levels of Expectation for Student Performance 

The Jackson County Student Progression Plan provides for evaluation of 
pupil performance in reading, mathematics, writing and science at each 
grade. 

The following student progression standards will be in effect for students 
participating in FCAT administrations: 

•	 Students who score at achievement Level I or 2 on FCAT SSS tests in 
reading at grades 3-10 or in mathematics at grades 3-10 will be required 
to receive remediation. If the documented deficiency is not remediated 
in accordance with the academic improvement plan, the student may be 
retained. 

•	 Students who score lower than 3 on the FCAT writing tests at grades 4, 
8 and 10 will be required to receive remediation. If the documented 
deficiency is not remediated in accordance with the academic 
improvement plan, the student may be retained. 

•	 Students who score at or below the 25th percentile in grades I and 2 on 
the Stanford 9 will be required to receive remediation. If the 
documented deficiency is not remediated in accordance with the 
academic improvement plan, the student may be retained. 

Each student must participate in the statewide assessment tests at designated 
grade levels unless they qualify for exemption. (See VI: Guidelines for 
Exemption of Selected Students from Participation in Assessment 
Programs). 

References to student performance standards apply to language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, health and physical education, 
and foreign languages. The standards to which reference is made are the 
Sunshine State Standards. 
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The statewide criterion-referenced assessment program, authorized to 
measure achievement of these standards by students, includes Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) in reading, writing, mathematics 
and science. Student proficiency levels in reading, writing, mathematics 
and science are reported from these assessment results. 

II. Evaluation Methods 

Evaluation of pupil performance in reading, writing and mathematics may be based 
upon, but is not limited to: 

A. Progress tests 
B. Classroom Assignments 
C. Performance tasks 
D. Daily Observation 
E. State and District Assessments 
F. Mastery level/rate of Sunshine State Standards 
G. Teacher-made tests 
H. Checklists 
1. Other objective, measurable data 

III. Reading Deficiency 

Decisions regarding the determination of substantial deficiency in reading skills 
may be based upon, but may not be limited to: 

A. Classroom Performance 
B. Teacher Assessments 
C. State and District Assessments 

IV. Limited English Proficient Students 

Limited English Proficient Students must also meet designated proficiency levels. 
The requirement is to measure the student's ability to read and write, regardless of 
whether that ability is shown in English or at the student's home language. In other 
words, a student may be retained if he or she is unable to read satisfactorily in any 
language, but not simply because the student is unable to read in English if the 
student is satisfactorily proficient. 

In cases of LEP students who have been in an English-language program for less 
than two years and fail to meet district expectations on the state assessments in 
reading (grade 3) and writing (grade 4), such students may be exempted for good 
cause from the mandatory retention. 
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APPENDIX B 

The 2002 Florida Statutes 
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K-20 EDUCATION CODE PUBLIC K-12 EDUCATION 
1003.41 Sunshine State Standards.--Public K-12 educational instruction in Florida is based on the 
"Sunshine State Standards." These standards have been adopted by the State Board of Education 
and delineate the academic achievement of students, for which the state will hold schools 
accountable, in grades K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12 in the subjects of language arts, mathematics, 
science, social studies, the arts, health and physical education, and foreign languages. They 
include standards in reading, writing, history, government, geography, economics, and computer 
literacy. 

History.--s. 130, ch. 2002-387. 

Disclaimer: The information on this system is unverified. The journals or printed bills of the respective chambers should be 
consulted for official purposes. Copyright © 2000-2006 State of Florida. 

http://www.flsenate.gov/statuteslindex.cfm?p=2&App_mode=Disp1ay_Statute&Search_S... 12/23/2008 
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1003.42 Required instruction.-· 

(1) Each district school board shall provide all courses required for high school graduation and 
appropriate instruction designed to ensure that students meet State Board of Education adopted 
standards in the folloWing subject areas: reading and other language arts, mathematics, science, 
social studies, foreign languages, health and physical education, and the arts. 

(2) Members of the instructional staff of the public schools, subject to the rules of the State Board 
of Education and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books 
and materials required, following the prescribed courses of study, and employing approved 
methods of instruction, the follOWing: 

(a) The content of the Declaration of Independence and how it forms the philosophical foundation 
of our government. 

(b) The arguments in support of adopting our republican form of government, as they are 
embodied in the most important of the Federalist Papers. 

(c) The essentials of the United States Constitution and how it prOVides the structure of our 
government. 

(d) Flag education, including proper flag display and flag salute. 

(e) The elements of civil government, including the primary functions of and interrelationships 
between the Federal Government, the state, and its counties, municipalities, school districts, and 
special districts. 

(f) The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the systematic, planned annihilation of European 
Jews and other groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of humanity, to be 
taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of human behavior, an understanding of the 
ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means to be a 
responsible and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a 
pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions. 

(g) The history of African Americans, including the history of African peoples before the political 
conflicts that led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the enslavement 
experience, abolition, and the contributions of African Americans to society. 

(h) The elementary principles of agriculture. 

(i) The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxicating liquors and beverages and narcotics upon the 
human body and mind. 

(j) Kindness to animals. 

(k) The history of the state. 

http://www.flsenate.gov/statutes/index.cfm?p=2&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_S... 12/23/2008 
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(I) The conservation of natural resources. 

(m) Comprehensive health education that addresses concepts of community health; consumer 
health; environmental health; family life, including an awareness of the benefits of sexual 
abstinence as the expected standard and the consequences of teenage pregnancy; mental and 
emotional health; injury prevention and safety; nutrition; personal health; prevention and control 
of disease; and substance use and abuse. 

(n) Such additional materials, subjects, courses, or fields in such grades as are prescribed by law 
or by rules of the State Board of Education and the district school board in fulfilling the 
requirements of law. 

(0) The study of Hispanic contributions to the United States. 

(p) The study of women's contributions to the United States. 

(q) A character-development program in the elementary schools, similar to Character First or 
Character Counts, which is secular in nature and stresses such character qualities as attentiveness, 
patience, and initiative. Beginning in school year 2004-2005, the character-development program 
shall be required in kindergarten through grade 12. Each district school board shall develop or 
adopt a curriculum for the character-development program that shall be submitted to the 
department for approval. The character-development curriculum shall stress the qualities of 
patriotism, responsibility, citizenship, kindness, respect, honesty, self-control, tolerance, and 
cooperation. 

(r) In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that veterans have made in serving our country 
and protecting democratic values worldwide. Such instruction must occur on or before Veterans' 
Day and Memorial Day. Members of the instructional staff are encouraged to use the assistance of 
local veterans when practicable. 

(3) Any student whose parent makes written request to the school principal shall be exempted 
from the teaching of reproductive health or any disease, including HIV/ AIDS, its symptoms, 
development, and treatment. A student so exempted may not be penalized by reason of that 
exemption. Course descriptions for comprehensive health education shall not interfere with the 
local determination of appropriate curriculum which reflects local values and concerns. 

History.--s. 131, ch. 2002-387. 

Disclaimer: The information on this system is unverified. The journals or printed bills of the respective chambers should be 
consulted for official purposes. Copyright © 2000·2006 State of Florida. 
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1003.43 General requirements for high school graduation.-­

(1) Graduation requires successful completion of either a minimum of 24 academic credits in 
grades 9 through 12 or an International Baccalaureate curriculum. The 24 credits shall be 
distributed as follows: 

(a) Four credits in English, with major concentration in composition and literature. 

(b) Three credits in mathematics. Effective for students entering the 9th grade in the 1997-1998 
school year and thereafter, one of these credits must be Algebra I, a series of courses equivalent to 
Algebra I, or a higher-level mathematics course. 

(c) Three credits in science, two of which must have a laboratory component. The State Board of 
Education may grant an annual waiver of the laboratory requirement to a district school board that 
certifies that its laboratory facilities are inadequate, provided the district school board submits a 
capital outlay plan to provide adequate facilities and makes the funding of this plan a priority of 
the district school board. Agriscience Foundations I, the core course in secondary Agriscience and 
Natural Resources programs, counts as one of the science credits. 

(d) One credit in American history. 

(e) One credit in worl.d history, including a comparative study of the history, doctrines, and 
objectives of all major political systems. 

(f) One-half credit in economics, including a comparative study of the history, doctrines, and 
objectives of all major economic systems. The Florida Council on Economic Education shall provide 
technical assistance to the department and district school boards in developing curriculum 
materials for the study of economics. 

(g) One-half credit in American government, including study of the Constitution of the United 
States. For students entering the 9th grade in the 1997-1998 school year and thereafter, the study 
of Florida government, including study of the State Constitution, the three branches of state 
government, and municipal and county government, shall be included as part of the required study 
of American government. 

(h)1. One credit in practical arts career and technical education or exploratory career and 
technical education. Any career and technical education course as defined in s. 1003.01 may be 
taken to satisfy the high school graduation requirement for one credit in practical arts or 
exploratory career and technical education proVided in this subparagraph; 

2. One credit in performing fine arts to be selected from music, dance, drama, painting, or 
sculpture. A course in any art form, in addition to painting or sculpture, that requires manual 
dexterity, or a course in speech and debate, may be taken to satisfy the high school graduation 
requirement for one credit in performing arts pursuant to this subparagraph; or 

3. One-half credit each in practical arts career and technical education or exploratory career and 
technical education and performing fine arts, as defined in this paragraph. 

http://www.flsenate.gov/statutes/index.cfm?p=2&App_mode=Disp1ay_Statute&Search_S... 12/23/2008 
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K-20 EDUCATION CODE ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

1008.25 Public school student progression; remedial instruction; reporting requirements.-­

(1) INTENT.--It is the intent of the Legislature that each student's progression from one grade to 
another be determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science, and mathematics; 
that district school board policies facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or her 
parent be informed of that student's academic progress. 

(2) COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM.--Each district school board shall establish a comprehensive
 
program for student progression which must include:
 

(a) Standards for evaluating each student's performance, including how well he or she masters the 
performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. 

(b) Specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade 
level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments as defined by the 
commissioner, below which a student must receive remediation, or be retained within an intensive 
program that is different from the previous year's program and that takes into account the 
student's learning style. 

(c) Appropriate alternative placement for a student who has been retained 2 or more years. 

(3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES.--District school boards shall allocate remedial and supplemental 
instruction resources to students in the following priority: 

(a) Students who are deficient in reading by the end of grade 3. 

(b) Students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion consistent with the
 
district school board's plan for student progression required in paragraph (2)(b).
 

(4) ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION.-­

(a) Each student must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by s. JQQ&,ZZ, Each 
student who does not meet specific levels of performance as determined by the district school 
board in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade level, or who does not meet 
specific levels of performance as determined by the commissioner on statewide assessments at 
selected grade levels, must be provided with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the 
nature of the student's difficulty and areas of academic need. 

(b) The school in which the student is enrolled must develop, in consultation with the student's 
parent, and must implement an academic improvement plan designed to assist the student in 
meeting state and district expectations for proficiency. Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, 
if the student has been identified as haVing a deficiency in reading, the academic improvement 
plan shall identify the student's specific areas of deficiency in phonemic awareness, phonics, 
fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary; the desired levels of performance in these areas; and the 
instructional and support services to be provided to meet the desired levels of performance. 
Schools shall also prOVide for the frequent monitoring of the student's progress in meeting the 
desired levels of performance. District school boards shall assist schools and teachers to implement 

http://www.flsenate.gov/statutes/index.cfm?p=2&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_S... 12/23/2008 



Memorandum 
May 20,2002 
Page Two 

State Board Rule 6A-6.09091, Accommodations of the Statewide Assessment Program 
Instruments and Procedures for Limited English Proficient Students, has been in effect since 
November 17, 2000. Please note that individually appropriate accommodations are required 
whether LEP students are tested in a separate room or in the same room with non-LEP 
students. 

State Board Rule 6A-10.044, Residency for Tuition Purposes, effective October 6, 1992, 
amended October 17, 2000, deals in (4) with the requirements that non-U.S. citizens must meet 
to be eligible for in-state tuition in post-secondary institutions. This rule, of course, affects LEP 
students who are non-U.S. citizens as well as non-U.S. citizens who are not LEP students. On 
January 10, 2002, the Division of Colleges and Universities and the Florida Community College 
System issued to their constituencies copies of the rule, with guidelines. LEP students who are 
not U.S. citizens, their families, the school communities - school counselors in particular ­
would find information in this memorandum very useful. 

By making available in one document these three rules - 6A-1.09432, 6A-6.09091 , and 6A­
10.044 - it is hoped that services to LEP students may be facilitated and, thus, ensured. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Bernardo A. Garcia, 
Chief, Bureau of EqUity, Safety and School Support, via email atgarciab@mail.doe.state.f1.lls or by 
telephone at (850) 487-3503 (Suncom 277-3503). 

This memorandum is available at www.firn.edu/doelbin00005/dpsmemo02/index.htm on the DOE 
Internet Homepage. See Division of Public Schools. 

BC/bagm 

Attachments 

cc:	 ESOL Coordinators 
Pupil Services Coordinators 
Equity Coordinators 
Title I Coordinators 
Migrant Coordinators 
Homeless Coordinators 

PLAZA LEVEL - 08, THE CAPITOL - TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0400 - (850) 413-0555 - FAX (850) 488-2869
 
http:Avww.firn.edu/doe
 

An affirmative action/equal opportunity employer
 

mailto:atgarciab@mail.doe.state.f1.lls


I ., 

I 
I 

FLORIDA DEPARTMBNT'OF EDUCATION 

A~PENDIXFCHARLIE CRIST BB1TYCoXB 
CoMMISSIONER DBPUTY CoMMISSIONBR POR 

EDUCATIONAL PROORAMS 

CONTACT PERSON 
NAME: Linda Fisher 
PHONE: (850) 488-1701 
SUNCOM: 278~170J 

EMAIL: fisherl@mai1.doe.state.tlus 

DPS: 02-076 

MEMORANDUM 

. TO: District School Superintendents 

Betty Coxe ··efJ 
. DATE: March 26, 2002 

SUBJECT: Technical Assistance Paper regarding Implementation ofthe Algebra I Graduation 
\ . Requirement 

The attached technical assistance paper addresses many aspects of the implementation of the Algebra 
I graduation requirement. The paper includes the original 1997 guidelines for implementing the 
requirement and addresses needed clarifications and revisions to those guidelines due to changes in 
the law or course options. It also summarizes the content ofthe varied options for meeting the 
requirement and the combinations ofcourses that may be necessary to meet the needs of transfer 
sWdents. .	 . 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Linda Fisher .using the information provided above. 
A copy of this memorandum with the attached paper is available on the Department of Education 
homepage (http://www.fim.edu/doe/dps/dpsmemo02/index.html. .' . 

Attachment 
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cc:	 Assistant Superintendents for Instruction
 
Student Setvices. Directors
 
District Secondary Mathematics Contacts·
 
Secondary School Princip~.ls and Guidance Colinselors
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Technical Assistance Paper
 
Florida Department of Edueatlon
 

Division of Publle Sebools and Community Education
 

Referenee DPS Contad: Linda Flsber (800) 471-8176 
No•. Mathematies Speelallst (850) 488-1701 

Currleulum Support SC 278·1701 
FAX (850) 922·0028 
ftsherl@mall.doe.state.n.us 

IMPLEMENTING THE ALGEBRA I GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 

Background. The 1997 Legislature changed the mathematics graduation requirements to 
include completion of Algebra I. A Teclmical Assistance Paper sent to districts in May 
1997 contains the following guidelines for implementation ofthe law: 

The new law amends Section 232.246, F.S., delineating graduation requirements to require that, 
effective for students entering the 96 grade in the 1997-98.schooJ year and thereafter, one ofthe 
thIee mathematics credits required for high school graduation must be Algebra I, a series of 
courses equivalent to Algebra I, or a higher-level mathematics course. Some advanced students 
may satisfy the Algebra requirement prior to ninth ,grade. 

The Department ofEducation has detennined that the following series ofcourses provide options 
that are equivalent to Algebra I for gra8uation purposes and may be used to satisfy the graduation 
requirement.for Algebra I: 

Option I - Applied Mathematics I and Applied Mathematics II 
Option 2 -Integrated Mathematics I and Integrated Mathematics II 
Option 3 - Algebra'ia and Algebra Ib (These two new courses to be added to the Florida Course 
Code Directory for 1997-98 allow the content of~gebra I to be offered through 300 hours of 
instruction rather than ISO hoUrs to accommodate those students who need more instructional time 
to master the content. A full credit may be earned for successfully completing each ofthese 
courses for a total of two credits when both are completed.) 

These courses do not necessarily need to be taken in uninterrupted sequence to meet the Algebra I 
requirement. Credit cannot be granted for more dian one oftb,e above options. 

For a student who has taken one course in a series and then transferred to another school where the 
series is not offered, the receiving school must place the student based on its deterlnination of the 
student's achievement. . 

Ifa higher-level mathematics course is used to satisfy this mathematics requirement, it is assumed 
that the student enrolled in one or more of these, courses bas already completed an Algebra I 
course that is not reflected in the high school transcript or the student has clearly mastered Algebra 
I content. It is the district's responsibility to determine and document that the student bas 
mastered Algebra I content. Higher level courses which may substitute for the Algebra I 
requirement are any Level'm mathematics courses listed in the Florida Course Code Directory. 
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