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STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

l. Introduction

A. Purpose
The purpose of this document, the Student Progression Plan for Hardee District
Schools, is to present to school personnel, parents, students and other interested
citizens, the School Board adopted policies to implement state and local pupil
progression requirements.

It is expected that the vast majority of Hardee County Public School students will
make satisfactory progress through the grades and achieve a level of academic
proficiency and social/emotional development that will enable them to benefit from
instruction at the next level. All students are expected to achieve the performance
standards adopted by the State of Florida (Sunshine State Standards) in language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, health, and physical education, the arts, and
foreign language as implemented at each grade level. The Hardee County School
District is committed to the idea that all students can learn when academic growth is
continuous and built on high expectations with quality instructional strategies that meet
individual student needs. This Student Progression Plan implements School Board
Policy and develops procedures to provide each student with the maximum opportunity
to succeed in school.

The 1976 Florida State Legislature passed into law the Educational Accountability Act
of 1976 which includes the statutory requirement that each school district in the State
of Florida establish a comprehensive program for pupil progression. The act
specifically requires that:

(1) Each district school board shall establish a comprehensive program for pupil
progression which shall be based upon an evaluation of each pupil's performance,
including how well he masters the minimum performance standards approved by
the state board. (Florida Statutes 1008.25)

(2) The district program for pupil progression shall be based upon local goals and
objectives which are compatible with the State's plan for education. Pertinent
factors considered by the teacher before recommending that a pupil progress from
one grade to another shall be prescribed by the district school board in its rules.
(1008.25, Florida Statutes)

(3) Each district comprehensive program for pupil progression shall reflect an effort to
identify students at each grade level in grades 9 through 12 who have attained a
cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or below. The program shall further include
provisions for assisting such students to achieve the necessary cumulative grade
point average required for graduation pursuant to F.S. 1003.43. Parents of students
who have a cumulative GPA of less than .5 above the cumulative GPA required for
graduation at the end of each semester in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 shall be notified
that the student is at risk of not meeting the graduation requirements. The notice
shall contain an explanation of the policies the district has in place to assist the
student in meeting the GPA requirement.
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Nine Key Areas of Critical Support for Higher Student Achievement

¢
¢
¢

* & o o

*

Actively engaging parents in their child’s education

Establishing an articulated curriculum with the Sunshine State Standards

Encouraging and supporting decision making, responsibility, and accountability at the local
level closest to the student

Providing a safe learning environment where teachers can teach and students can learn
Developing and supporting quality educational professionals

Providing financial accountability and resources for school improvement

Ensuring appropriate administrative and instructional technology that supports student
achievement and learning

Creating articulated post-secondary pathways to meet the varying needs of all students
Encouraging and strengthening partnerships with local businesses and community

. Entry into Hardee County Schools

1.

Students entering the Hardee County School District for preschool or Kindergarten or from
a non-public school, or out-of-state school must provide the following information:

a Official documentation that the parent(s) or guardian(s) was a legal resident(s) of the
state in which the child was previously enrolled in school, if appropriate (SBER 6A-
1.0985(3)(a));

b An official letter or transcript from proper school authority which shows record of
attendance, academic information, and grade placement of student, if appropriate
(SBER 6A-1.0985 (3)(b));

Evidence of date of birth (Florida Statutes 1003.21);

Evidence of immunization against communicable disease (F.S. 1003.22). Proof of two
doses of measles vaccine (MMR) will be required and enforced for all children
entering kindergarten;

e Evidence of a medical examination within the last twelve months (F.S. 1003.22). A 30
day waiver may be granted for the physical examination.

f  Evidence of custody if the child does not live with both natural parents.

A student must be four (4) years of age or older on or before September 1 to be eligible for
prekindergarten early intervention programs.

A student must be five (5) years of age or older on or before September 1 to be eligible for
kindergarten.

Any child who will be six (6) years old on or before September 1 of the school year and
who has successfully completed kindergarten shall be admitted to the first grade at any
time during the school year. (F.S. 1003.21)

Any K-1 student who transfers from an out-of-state public school and who does not meet
regular age requirements for admission to Florida public schools shall be admitted upon
presentation of the information required in the above section 1.c., d., and e. (SBER
1.0985).

Any K-1 student who transfers from an out-of-state nonpublic school and who does not
meet regular age requirements for admission to Florida public schools may be admitted if
the student meets age requirements for public schools within the State from which he/she is
transferring and meets requirements under Section 1 above (Florida Statutes 1003.21 and
SBER 6A-1.0985).

The statewide kindergarten screening must be administered to each kindergarten student in
the school district within the first 30 school days of each school year. The statewide
kindergarten screening assesses the readiness of each student for kindergarten based upon
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the performance standards adopted by the DOE under S.1002.67(1),F.S., for the Voluntary
Prekindergarten Program.

C. Placement of Students

The principal of the receiving school is responsible for the initial placement of all students new
to the school in accordance with the criteria specified in preceding section, Entry into Hardee
County Schools, and the appropriate program section of this policy.

D. Exceptional Student Education

Students who are suspected of needing the specialized instruction services offered by the
Exceptional Student Education Program will follow school board approved procedures. Every
attempt will be made to insure the student referred for Exceptional Student Education
placement has had adequate opportunity to succeed in regular education. The Individual
Educational Plan will specify the type of progression plan a student will follow.

The programs covered in the District Special Programs and Procedures (SPP) document are
Educable Mentally Handicapped, Emotionally Handicapped, Trainable Mentally Handicapped,
Profoundly Handicapped, Hearing Impaired, Visually Impaired, Specific Learning Disabilities,
Physically Impaired, Speech and Language, Gifted, and Hospital/Homebound.

Regulations (34 CFR 300.121) specify that all children with disabilities aged three through 21,
including children with disabilities who have been suspended or expelled from school, are
entitled to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) with certain exceptions. The exceptions
are specified in 34 CFR 300.122. As stated in these regulations, the Hardee County Schools
will provide FAPE to all students who have not reached age 22 and who have not earned a
regular standard high school diploma, even if they have earned a general educational
development (GED) credential (Title 34 CFR 300.102(iv). The Hardee County Schools may
propose appropriate changes in placements or service delivery models for these older students
consistent with properly developed IEPs and applicable procedural safeguards. (iDEa)

E. English for Speakers of Other Languages/Limited English Proficient Programs

Students who are suspected of needing the specialized instruction services offered by the
ESOL Program will follow school board approved procedures. Every attempt will be made to
insure the student referred for ESOL/ ELL placement has had adequate opportunity to succeed
in regular education.

Upon initial enrollment, all students will be surveyed regarding home language and, if
appropriate, will be assessed during the first four weeks of attendance for possible placement in
an ESOL program. Parents of Limited English Proficient students will be invited to participate
in the decision making for placement of a child ina ELL program. Students who are included
in the ELL program follow guidelines outlined in the current ELL Plan for Hardee County
Schools.

ELL students must also meet the proficiency levels in reading, writing, and mathematics as
outlined in CS/SB 1956. However, a student may be retained if he/she is unable to read
satisfactorily in any language, but not simply because the student is unable to read in English if
the student is satisfactorily proficient in his/her home language.

In cases of ELL students who have been in a English-language program for less than two years
and fail to meet district expectation on the state assessments in reading and writing at grade 4,
the district may exempt such students from mandatory retention for good cause.

All ELL students will participate in all Statewide Assessment tests. Students currently
receiving services in the ESOL program shall be accommodated while taking the Statewide
Assessments. Each ELL student shall be accommodated according to his/her need(s).

F. Progression of Students
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Promotion through the grades will be determined by considering level of achievement,
demonstration of performance relating to the Sunshine State Standards, student assessments,
parental concerns, teacher recommendation, grades, and other information available.
Promotion and retention of students are addressed within the appropriate program section of
this policy.

. Sunshine State Standards

The Sunshine State Standards have been established for the following areas of studies: The
Arts, Foreign Language, Health and Physical Education, Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies. It is expected that all students will demonstrate performance for each of
the standards in reading, writing, and mathematics at all levels as determined by the district.

. Student Assessment

Each student must participate in the State Assessment Testing Program (FS 108.25(4)) as

outlined:

¢ Florida Comprehensive Achievement Test (FCAT) - State developed and administered at
grades 3 - 10 in reading and mathematics.

+ Florida Writes - State developed and administered at grades 4, 8, and 10 to demonstrate
student writing proficiency.

¢ Common Placement Test (CPT) - Administered by the state community college. The CPT
or similar test must be made available to all 10th grade students during the second
semester.

Specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each grade
level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments as defined by the
Commissioner of Education below which a student must receive remediation, or be retained
within an intensive program that is different from the previous year’s program and that takes
into account the student’s learning style. No student may be assigned in a grade level based
solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion. (cs/HB 751,753,755)

Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in reading skills, based on locally determined
assessments or statewide assessments conducted in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3
must be given intensive reading instruction immediately following the identification of the
reading deficiency. The student’s reading proficiency must be reassessed by locally
determined assessment or based on teacher recommendation at the beginning of the grade
following the intensive reading instruction, and the student must continue to be given intensive
reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied. Intensive instruction shall be
continued until reading deficiency is remediated. Intensive instruction is usually associated
with the following characteristics: 1) diagnosis/prescription targeted to specific skill
development, 2) variety of opportunities for repetitions (repeated exposure), 3) smaller chunks
of text or content, 4) guided and independent practice, 5) skill development and practice
integrated into all activities, 6) frequent monitoring, and/or 7) criterion-based evaluation of
success.

Students in grades 1-12 shall be eligible for dropout prevention and/or academic intervention
programs. (CS/HB 751,753,755)

Students who enroll in grade 9 in the fall of 1999 and thereafter must earn a passing score on
the grade 10 assessment test instead of the high school competency test. Such students must
earn a passing score in reading, writing, and mathematics to qualify for a regular high school
diploma. (csHB 751,753.755) In accordance with FS 1008.22(3)(c)5, 10™ grade students must earn
a passing score on FCAT in reading, writing and mathematics to qualify for a regular high
school diploma, with the State Board of Education designating the passing scores.
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In addition to the required state assessments, Hardee County has identified various methods of
assessing students’ progress within the grades.
¢ A nationally normed standardized achievement test may be used to determine a
student’s achievement level at various grade levels.
+ District identified assessment to provide consistent documentation of performance
regarding the Sunshine State Standards.
¢ Portfolios of student work may be used to assess student performance.
¢ Other locally developed assessments that may be used to measure student performance.

Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance as determined by the district
school board in reading, writing, and mathematics for each grade level, or who scores below
Level 3 in reading or math must be provided with additional diagnostic assessments to
determine the nature of the student’s difficulty, the areas of academic need, and strategies for
appropriate intervention and instruction . The school in which the student is enrolled must
develop, in consultation with the student’s parent or legal guardian, and implement a progress
monitoring plan. A progress monitoring plan is intended to provide the school district and the
school flexibility in meeting the academic needs of the student and to reduce paperwork. A
student who is not meeting the school district or state requirements for proficiency in reading
and math shall be covered by one of the following plans to target instruction and identify ways
to improve his or her academic achievement:

o A federally required student plan such as an individual education plan;

e A school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students; or

e Anindividualized progress monitoring plan.
Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented deficiency has not been corrected in
accordance with the, the student may be retained. Each student who does not meet the
minimum performance expectations defined by the Commissioner of Education for the
statewide assessment tests in reading, writing, and mathematics must retake the state
assessment test in the subject area of deficiency and must continue remedial instruction until
the expectations are met or the student graduates from high school or is not subject to
compulsory school attendance.

District school boards may require low-performing students to attend remediation programs
held before or after school hours or during the summer if transportation is provided.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.22(3)(c) 6 & 8, if a student is provided with classroom
accommodations that are not allowable during FCAT administration, the district must inform
the parent in writing and the student’s parent must provide signed consent for a student to
receive instructional modifications that would not be permitted on the statewide assessments.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(2), district levels of performance for student progression in
reading, writing, science and mathematics for each grade level, include the state levels of
performance on statewide assessments (Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) as
defined by the Commissioner of Education. (Explanatory Note: The Commissioner of
Education has determined the following levels of performance for student progression:

¢ students who score at achievement Level 1 on FCAT Sunshine State Standards tests in
reading and mathematics in grades 3-10 will be required to receive remediation through a
progress monitoring plan or be retained, as determined by the district student progression
plan. The district may determine that students performing at a higher level, (e.g. Level 2),
should receive remediation through a progress monitoring plan Retention decisions should
be based on more than a single test score.

¢ at a minimum, students who score lower than 2 on the FCAT writing tests at grades 4,8,and
10 must be required to receive remediation through a progress monitoring plan or be
retained, as determined by the district student progression plan. Retention decisions should
be based on more than a single test score. If a student is retained, it must be within an
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intensive program that is different from the previous year ’s program and that takes into
account the student ’s learning style.

I. Compulsory Attendance

Regular school attendance is required for all students between the ages of 6 and 16. Regular
attendance is necessary for the student to take full advantage of available educational
opportunities. A child must be enrolled in school for the entire school year if he/she attains the
age of six years by February 1 of that school year (F.S. 1003.21). Regular attendance may be
achieved by any of the following:

e Attendance in a public school supported by public funds;
e Attendance in a parochial, religious, or denominational school;
e Attendance in a private school supported by tuition or endowments; or

e Attendance in a home education programs as defined in F.S. 1000.21.
A student and parent/guardian has the primary responsibility for acceptable attendance.
Further, they have the responsibility for completing teacher assigned make up work
following an absence. A truant or habitual truant student, may receive a passing grade
and/or high school credit only after demonstrating mastery of performance standards as
designated by the teacher and verified by the school principal.

In accordance with F.S. 1003.33(2), schools shall not exempt students from academic
performance requirements, such as final exams, based on practices or policies designed to
encourage student attendance. A student’s attendance record may not be used in whole or in
part to provide an exemption from any academic performance requirement.

J. Student Support and Assistance (SSA)

SSA is a drop-out prevention strategy that may provide individualized services, support and
continuity of care based upon a student’s needs.
K. Teenage Parent (TAP) Program

TAP provides an appropriate health instructional program that will not only provide a more
wholesome and healthy existence, but also serve as a guide for family planning. Through
CYESIS and SSA, TAP students are assisted in meeting academic goals.

L. Pioneer Career Academy (PCA)

PCA will offer a student in grades 6-12 a second chance for success within a positive and firm,
yet nurturing environment. Active learning and meaningful work will be the daily routine and
students will develop skills, values, and attitudes that should allow them to successfully
transition back to their home school after an average enrollment period at PCA of one
semester.

M. State Mandated Secondary Programs

1. Elementary Programs
A character-development program in the elementary schools. Such a program must be
secular in nature and must stress such character qualities as attentiveness, patience, and
initiative. cs/HB 365

2. Secondary Programs
Certain topics must be included in each student’s educational program. These may be
offered as units of instruction within the various authorized courses: Economics Education,
Florida History, Constitution and Government, Substance Abuse Education, Prevention of
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, Career Education, Environmental Education, Multi-
Cultural Awareness, Human Sexuality, Teaching about Slavery, Teaching of the
Holocaust, Municipal and County Government, Contributions of Hispanics to the United
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States, Contributions of Women to the United States, and Marriage, Relationship Skills
(Life Management class) and the Declaration of Independence.

Any student whose parent or guardian makes written request to the school principal shall be
exempted from the teaching of reproductive health or disease, including HIV/AIDS, its
symptoms, development, and treatment. A student so exempted may not be penalized by
reason of that exemption. cs/HB 309

. Classroom Staffing

The Hardee County School Board recognizes that smaller teacher/student ratios enhance
student performance and safety. Therefore, district funds will be allocated to achieve Southern
Accreditation of Colleges and Schools (SACS’) standards with additional state and federal
funds used to supplement teaching units and improve upon those ratios so as to comply with
Florida’s Class-Size Amendment provisions.

. Parental Notifications

1. Inaccordance with F.S. 1003.33(1), the Hardee County School Board will annually
develop a calendar for the appropriate issuance of report card and progress reports. These
report cards will clearly depict and grade the student’s academic performance in each class
or course in grades 1 through 12 based upon examinations as well as written papers, class
participation, and other academic performance criteria, the student’s conduct and behavior,
and the student’s attendance, including absences and tardiness.

2. Inaccordance with F.S. 1003.33(2), the final report card for a school year shall contain a
statement indicating end-of-the-year status or performance or nonperformance at grade
level, acceptable or unacceptable behavior and attendance, and promotion or non-
promotion.

3. The district school board will annually report to the parent of each student the progress of
the student towards achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in reading,
writing, science, and mathematics, including the student’s results on each statewide
assessment test. The evaluation of each student’s progress must be based upon the
student’s classroom work, observations, test, district and state assessments, and other
relevant information. Progress reporting will be provided to the parent in writing.

4. In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(5)(c), the parent of any student who exhibits a substantial
deficiency in reading must be notified in writing of: that deficiency, a description of the
current services and proposed supplemental instructional services and supports; that the
child may be retained unless he or she meets one of the good cause exemptions; the
strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency; that the
FCAT is not the sole determiner of promotion; and the district's specific criteria and
policies for mid-year promotion.

5. Inaccordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)3, the district shall provide written notification to the
parent of any third grade student who is retained that his or her child has not met
requirement for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good cause
exemption. The notification must include a description of proposed interventions and
supports that will be provided to the child.

6. The district school board will annually publish in the local newspaper and report in writing
to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year the following information on
the prior school year:

+ the provisions of the law relating to public school student progression and the district
school board’s policies and procedures on student retention and promotion.

+ by grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3-10 performing at
Levelsl and 2 on the reading portion of the FCAT,

+ by grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3-10, retained
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+ information on the total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by
each category of good cause

& any revisions to the district school board’s policy on retention and promotion from the
prior year.

P. Resource Allocation - the allocation of remedial and supplemental instruction resources for
students shall occur in the following priority:

1. Students who are deficient in reading by the end of grade 3.

2. Students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion consistent with the

district school board s plan for student progression.

Q. Academic Deficiencies

1.

If the student, at any grade, has been identified as having a deficiency in reading, the K-12
comprehensive reading plan required by s.1011.62(8) shall include instructional support
services to be provided to meet the desired levels of performance.

Each student who does not meet minimum performance expectations for the statewide
assessment tests in reading, writing, science, and mathematics must continue remedial
instruction or supplemental instruction until expectations are met or the student graduates
from high school or is not subject to compulsory school attendance. District school boards
may require low-performing students to attend remediation programs held before or after
school hours or during the summer if transportation is provided.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)7, the districts will establish a Reading Enhancement
and Acceleration Development (READ) Initiative in order to prevent retention and to offer
intensive accelerated reading instruction to grade 3 or grade 3+ students who failed to meet
standards for promotion to grade 4, and to each K-3 student who is assessed as exhibiting a
reading deficiency. The READ Initiative shall: be provided to all K-3 students at risk of
retention as identified by an assessment system that measures phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension; be provided during regular school hours
in addition to the regular reading instruction; and use a state-identified reading curriculum.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(a), third grade students who are retained must be
provided intensive interventions in reading to ameliorate the specific reading deficiency, as
identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic assessment. The intensive interventions must
include: effective instructional practices; participation in the district’s summer reading
camp; and appropriate teaching methodologies.

R. Successful Progression for Retained Readers — Reporting

1.

2.

Diagnostic/Assessment System

All Tier 2 students are diagnosed using an appropriate and state-approved assessment
instrument (e.g. ERDA —Early Reading Diagnostic Assessment, Fox in the Box) at the
beginning of the student’s school enrollment period and prior to developing the student’s
(AIP) Academic Improvement Plan.

Method for Progress Monitoring

a. Progress monitoring will include weekly progress monitoring measures to ensure
progress is being made.

b. A report will be made to the Department of Education, in the manner described by the
department that will include the progress of students in the class at the end of the first
semester.

c. The school district shall report to the State Board of Education, as requested, the
specific intensive reading interventions and supports implemented at the school district
level. The Commissioner of Education shall annually prescribe the required
components of these requested reports.
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3. Core Reading Curriculum
The district will provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction using a
scientifically research-based program and the use of a speech language therapist when
deemed necessary.

4. Supplementary Materials
The Core and supplemental curriculum/materials are defined below.

a. Core — A reading program that is researched based and has proven success teaching the
five components of reading and accelerating reading achievement by two years in one
school year.

b. Differentiated Materials - Researched based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.

c. Intervention Materials - Research based materials that teach areas of deficits.

d. Differentiated Instruction - Immediate intensive intervention with prescribed materials
for the students’ deficit.

e. Immediate Intensive Intervention (iii) - Materials that will continue to be used during
iii after the 90 minute block.

f. SBRR Language Materials - Researched based materials that instruct students on
language and vocabulary skills. A speech/ language pathologist should be consulted
about appropriate materials. §1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S.

In addition, students will be provided with at least one of the following instructional

options: supplemental tutoring in research-based reading services; a “Read at Home” plan
outlined in a parental contract, including participation in “Families Building Better Readers
Workshops” and regular parent-guided home reading, and/or a mentor tutor with
specialized reading training, §1008.25(7)(b)6, F.S.

5. Class Pupil to Teacher Ratio

a. Students will be provided a reduced teacher-student ratio.

b. Schools will provide an Intensive Accelerated Class (IAC) to any student in grade 3
who scored at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was retained in
grade 3 the prior year. The IAC will: have a reduced teacher-student ratio; provide
uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day and
incorporated opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards in the other
core subject areas; use a reading program that is scientifically researched-based and
has proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the same school
year; provide research-based intensive language and vocabulary instruction, including
a speech language therapist; and weekly progress monitoring measures,
§1008.25(7)(b)8, F. S.

6. Daily Amount of Uninterrupted Reading
Retained third grade students will be provided with intensive instructional services and
supports to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency including a minimum of 90
minutes of daily, uninterrupted, scientifically researched-based reading instruction and
other strategies, which may include, but are not limited to: small group instruction; reduced
teacher-student ratios; more frequent progress monitoring; tutoring or mentoring; transition
classes containing 3rd and 4th grade students; extended school day, week, or year; and/or
summer reading camps, 81008.25(7)(b)2, F.S.

7. Supplementary Options for Parents
a. Beginning with the 2002-03 school year, if the student’s reading deficiency is not
remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the
statewide assessment test in reading for grade 3, the student must be retained.
(Students transferring into the District should be immediately assessed for reading
proficiency to determine if remediation is appropriate. This is especially true in grade
3. If a student transfers after the administration of the FCAT in grade 3, it is up to the
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District to assess the student’ s reading proficiency at the end of the year to determine
if the student needs to repeat the third grade.)

Students will be provided with at least one of the following instructional options:
supplemental tutoring in research-based reading services; a “Read at Home” plan
outlined in a parental contract, including participation in “Families Building Better
Readers” Workshops and regular parent-guided home reading; and/or a mentor tutor
with specialized reading training, §1008.25(7)(b)6, F.S.

8. Other
The Hardee County School Board will be in compliance with all requirements of
81008.25(7), F.S. Specifically, the following will occur:
a. Elementary students who demonstrate mastery of the appropriate grade level

curriculum/standards by the end of the school year; meet District and State standards in
reading, writing, mathematics and science; and do not have excessive absences shall be
promoted to the next grade level.

Each student’ s progression from one grade to the next must be determined, in part, by

proficiency in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies and science.

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading will be
notified in writing of: that deficiency; a description of the current services and
proposed supplemental instructional services and supports; strategies for parents to use
in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency; and that the FCAT is not the sole
determiner of promotion. If the student is third grade and the reading deficiency is not
remediated by the end of grade 3 the child will be retained unless he or she meets one
of the good cause exemptions. Parents will also be notified in writing regarding the
district’s specific criteria and policies for mid-year promotion, as per 81008.25(5)(c),
F.S. Parents/Guardians will also be notified in writing when it is determined that a
student is performing below District standards in the areas of math, writing, and/or
science and before grade placement decisions are made.

The elementary school Child Study Team (CST) or Retention Committee should
determine whether or not “... conditions exist such that retention would be more
adverse for the student than promotion” (Technical Assistance Paper, Florida
Department of Education, Reference TAP No. BCIA/98-2, Question 24, Page 9).
Students who are substantially below standard or are being considered for retention
and/or placement must have an Academic Improvement Plan (AIP) or be part of a
school-wide progress monitoring system. The Committee should keep in mind that
retention, unless mandated, is intended to be the remedy of last resort after other
interventions have been unsuccessful.

S. Descriptions of Intensive Interventions and Supports to Tier 1, 2, and 3 Third
Graders

Diagnostic/Assessment System
Tier 1

A diagnostic measure may be given to students if differentiation and immediate
intensive intervention are not working, as per §1008.25(7)(b) 7, F.S.

Tier 2

Every child will be given a diagnostic measure, in accordance with §1008.25(7)(a),
F.S.

Tier 3

Every child shall be given a diagnostic measure, in accordance with §1008.25(7)(a),
F.S.

Method for Progress Monitoring
Tier 1

10
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Progress monitoring will be on going. This can be as simple as a Comprehensive Core
Reading Program (CCRP) or Supplementary Reading Program’s (SRP) weekly test,
timed readings, or observations. DIBELS is used as the appropriate screening and
progress monitoring tool. Parents will receive regular feedback.

Tier 2

Progress monitoring will be on going and weekly. This progress monitoring will be
more frequent than for non retained students. This may be as simple as a CORE
reading program’s weekly test, timed readings, or observations. DIBELS is used as the
appropriate screening and progress monitoring tool. Parents will receive regular
feedback. §1008.25(7)(b) 2, F.S.

Tier 3

Progress monitoring shall be on going and weekly. This progress monitoring will to be
more frequent than for non retained students. This may be as simple as a CORE
reading program’s weekly test, timed readings, or observations. DIBELS is used as the
appropriate screening and progress monitoring tool. Parents will receive regular
feedback. §1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S.

Core Reading Curriculum
Tier 1

The School District’s Comprehensive Core Reading Program (CCRP) will be utilized
by all students. This CORE Reading Program will be state identified and research
based with a proven success teaching the five components of reading.

The differentiated materials will be research based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.

The intervention materials will be research based materials that teach areas of deficits
as determined by the diagnostic instrument. This instruction will take place in addition
in addition to the 90 minute reading block. The intervention materials will be different
from supplemental and CORE materials, as per §1008.25(7)(b), FS.

Tier 2

The School District’s Reading Program will be a different curriculum from the year
before. This may be a change in supplemental and intervention materials and not a
change in the CCRP.

The differentiated materials will be research based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.

The intervention materials will be research based materials that teach areas of deficits.
This instruction will take place in addition to the 90 minute block. Differentiated
instruction will be treated as immediate intensive intervention with prescribed
materials for the students’ deficits.

Immediate Intensive Intervention (iii) materials should continue to be used during iii
after the 90 minute block. 1008.25(7)(a) , F.S.

In addition to the 90 minute reading block, these students will receive more rigorous
interventions, remedial instruction from reading resource teachers, computer-based
instruction, and opportunities for extended-day school instruction.

Tier 3

The School District’s Reading Program will be a different CORE curriculum from the

year before. This CORE Reading Program will be researched based and have a proven
success teaching the five components of reading and accelerating reading achievement
by two years in one school year.

The differentiated materials will be researched based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.
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The intervention materials will be researched based materials that teach areas of
deficits. This instruction should take place in the 120 + 60 reading block.

The differentiated instruction will be immediate intensive intervention with prescribed
materials for the students’ deficit.

The Immediate Intensive Intervention (iii) materials will continue to be used during iii
after the 90 minute block.

The SBRR language materials will be researched based materials that instruct students
on language and vocabulary skills. A speech/ language pathologist will be consulted
about appropriate materials. §1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S.

In addition to the 90 minute reading block, these students will receive more rigorous
interventions, remedial instruction from reading resource teachers, computer-based
instruction, and opportunities for extended-day school instruction.

Supplementary Materials
Tier 1

The School District’s Comprehensive Core Reading Program (CCRP) will be utilized
by all students during the 90 minute reading block. This CORE Reading Program will
be state identified and research based with a proven success teaching the five
components of reading with differentiated and intervention materials possibly being
used.

The differentiated materials will be research based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.

The intervention materials will be research based materials that teach areas of deficits
as determined by the diagnostic instrument. This instruction will take place in addition
in addition to the 90 minute reading block. The intervention materials will be different
from supplemental and CORE materials, as per §1008.25(7)(b), FS.

Tier 2

In addition to 90 minute reading block a different qualified instructor may supply
immediate intensive instruction, as prescribed.

The School District’s Comprehensive Core Reading Program (CCRP) will be utilized
by all students during the 90 minute reading block. This CORE Reading Program will
be state identified and research based with a proven success teaching the five
components of reading with differentiated and intervention materials possibly being
used.

The differentiated materials will be research based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.

The intervention materials will be research based materials that teach areas of deficits
as determined by the diagnostic instrument. This instruction will take place in addition
in addition to the 90 minute reading block. The intervention materials will be different
from supplemental and CORE materials, as per 81008.25(7)(b), F.S.

Tier 3

The School District’s Reading Program will be a different CORE curriculum from the
year before. This CORE Reading Program will be researched based and have a proven
success teaching the five components of reading and accelerating reading achievement
by two years in one school year.

The differentiated materials will be researched based materials that reinforce the initial
instruction.

The intervention materials will be researched based materials that teach areas of
deficits. This instruction should take place in the 120 + 60 reading block.

The differentiated instruction will be immediate intensive intervention with prescribed
materials for the students’ deficit.
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The Immediate Intensive Intervention (iii) materials will continue to be used during iii
after the 90 minute block.

The SBRR language materials will be researched based materials that instruct students
on language and vocabulary skills. A speech/ language pathologist will be consulted
about appropriate materials. 81008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S.

In addition to the 90 minute reading block, these students will receive instruction from
a remediation teacher who has a lower class size ratio. Other assistance will be
provided with more rigorous interventions, remedial instruction from reading resource
teachers, computer-based instruction, and opportunities for extended-day school
instruction.

Class Pupil to Teacher Ratio
Tier 1

All classrooms will comply with state-mandated appropriate class size reduction
guidelines.

Tier 2

This class will have a reduced teacher-student ratio.

Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the school district shall provide students
who are retained under the provisions of 1008.25(5)(b) with a high-performing teacher
who has received above-satisfactory performance appraisals.

Tier 3

Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the school district shall establish at each
school, where applicable, an Intensive Acceleration Class for retained grade 3 students
who subsequently score at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT. The focus of
the class shall be to increase a child's reading level at least two grade levels in one
school year. The Intensive Acceleration Class shall be provided to any student in grade
3 who scores at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was retained in
grade 3 the prior year because of scoring at Level 1 on the reading portion of the
FCAT. This class will have a teacher-student ratio lower than other classrooms at the
same grade level in a school.

Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the school district shall provide students
who are retained under the provisions of 1008.25(5)(b) with a high-performing teacher
who has received above-satisfactory performance appraisals.

Daily Amount of Uninterrupted Reading
Tier 1

All students will be provided a 90 minute reading block with additional time for
intervention, as per §1008.25(7)(b)7 F.S.

Tier 2

Every child will be given a 90 minute reading block which includes small group
instruction, as per §1008.25(7)(b) 2, F.S. The additional intervention will be in
addition to 90 Minute reading block, as per 81008.25(7)(a), F.S.

Tier 3

Every child shall be given a 180 Minute reading block with at least a 90 minute
segment of uninterrupted time, as per §1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S.

Supplementary Options for Parents
Tier 1

An Academic Improvement Plan (AIP) will be written for any child that is not on
grade level. When the determination is made that a child is not on grade level, no
matter what time of year, an AIP will be written that is driven by a diagnostic
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assessment. For the reading deficiencies, the review and AIP will address additional
supports and services needed to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.
A referral for possible exceptional student education services may be made for the
student.

DIBELS feedback to the parents will be provided quarterly.
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Tier 2

The school district shall provide a student who has been retained in grade 3 and has

received intensive instructional services but is still not ready for grade promotion, as

determined by the school district, the opportunity of being placed in a transitional

instructional setting. Such setting shall specifically be designed to produce learning

gains sufficient to meet grade 4 performance standards.

The school district shall require a student portfolio to be completed for each such

student.

Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, the school district shall, in addition to

required reading enhancement and acceleration strategies, provide parents of students

to be retained with at least one of the following instructional options:

a. Supplemental tutoring in scientifically research based reading services in addition
to the regular reading block

b. A "Read at Home" plan outlined in a parental contract, including participation in
"Families Building Better Readers Workshops™ and regular parent-guided home
reading;

c. A mentor or tutor with specialized reading training.

Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, each school district shall provide written

notification to the parent of any student who is retained under the provisions of

81008.25 (5)(b), FS. that his or her child has not met the proficiency level required for

promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good cause exemption as

provided in paragraph (6) (b). The notification must comply with the provisions of

81002.20(14), FS. and must include a description of proposed interventions and

supports that will be provided to the child to remediate the identified areas of reading

deficiency.

Other supplementary option for parents would be enrollment of their child in summer

reading camps, extended day programs, reading remediation classes, and/or intensive

remediation until the deficiency is corrected.

A referral for possible exceptional student education services may be made for the

student.

Tier 3

Intensive instruction shall be continued until reading deficiency is remediated.
Students in grade 3 or grade 3+ who failed to meet standards for promotion to grade 4
will be provided instruction through a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration
Development (READ) Initiative in order to prevent retention and to offer intensive
accelerated reading instruction, §1008.25(7)(b)7, F.S.

Schools will provide an Intensive Accelerated Class (IAC) to any student in grade 3
who scored at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was retained in
grade 3 the prior year. The IAC will: have a reduced teacher-student ratio; provide
uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day and
incorporated opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards in the other
core subject areas; use a reading program that is scientifically researched-based and
has proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the same school
year; provide research-based intensive language and vocabulary instruction.

A third grade student who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and
independent reader, reading at or above grade level, and ready to be promoted to grade
4 may be promoted to grade 4. Reevaluating any retained third grade student may
include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews in
accordance with the rules of the State Board of Education. Students promoted during
the school year after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency above that required to
score at Level 2 on the grade 3 FCAT as determined by the State Board,
81008.25(7)(b)4, F.S.
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A referral for possible exceptional student education services may be made for the
student.

Other

Tier 1

7.

All screening of students will be provided by the SAT 10, FCAT, Program based
materials, and/or DIBELS 81008.25(7)(b) 7, F.S.

Tier 2

Mid-year promotion means promotion of a retained student at any time during the year
of retention once the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level. A third
grade student who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and independent
reader, reading at or above grade level, and ready to be promoted to grade 4 may be
promoted to grade 4. Reevaluating any retained third grade student may include
subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews in accordance
with the rules of the State Board of Education. Students promoted during the school
year after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency above that required to score at
Level 2 on the grade 3 FCAT as determined by the State Board, §1008.25(7)(b)4, F.S.
Tools that the school district may use in reevaluating any student retained may include
subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education.

Tier 3

No student can be assigned to a grade based solely on age or other factors that
constitute social promotion. There must be an appropriate alternative placement for a
student who has been retained two or more years. District may exempt student from
mandatory retention only for good cause.

Any child retained in third grade must have an ongoing portfolio that meets that state
portfolio requirement.

Districts shall provide a student that has been retained and received intervention
instruction an option of being placed in a transitional instructional setting.
§1008.25(7)(b) 10, F.S.

The district will provide at least two professionals in the class during differentiated and
intervention instruction.

The district will provide a high-performing teacher as determined by student
performance data and above satisfactory on performance appraisals. A licensed or
certified speech language pathologist will be used in the classroom for instruction or
with collaboration with lesson planning, as per §1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S.

The district will provide para-professionals, when deemed necessary, who are trained
on materials and strategies used the classroom.

Schools will enter DIBELS information on the Progress Monitoring and Reporting
Network, as per 81008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. If progress is not being made additional
diagnostics will be administered and used in conjunction with DIBELS. All of these
measures will be reported on the PMRN.
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Il. ELEMENTARY
A. Promotion

1.

It is the principal's responsibility to determine the promotion of a student based upon
information from the faculty, administrative staff, and other information which may be
available. The decision will be based upon, but not limited to, the factors outlined
below.

a. Ability to apply academic skills in art, language arts (reading, language, listening,
speaking, spelling, handwriting, and writing) mathematics, music, physical
education, science, health, and social studies, as indicated on the Pupil Report Card
for the appropriate elementary grade;

b. Social and emotional maturity commensurate with chronological age, based on
teacher/principal judgment;

c. Physical maturity demonstrated by size, gross and fine motor coordination
commensurate with chronological age, as determined by teacher/principal
judgment;

d. Administrative Placement History

e. The student’s specific District level of performance relating to the Sunshine State
Standards in reading, writing, and mathematics or the specific levels of
performance on statewide assessments, as determined by the Florida
Commissioner of Education.

Special Considerations

a. Non-English Speaking Students. A non-English-speaking student who has attended
a school for more than two years where English is the predominant language must
meet all promotion requirements in Section 11.A.1 above. Note also Section I.E.

b. Alternative Education Programs. An alternative education student will adhere to
the promotion requirements in Section I1.1.A.

A student who needs to satisfactorily achieve all District promotional requirements for
the grade level to which he/she is assigned shall be given the opportunity to be
promoted by achieving these requirements through a summer program.

B. Required Program of Studies - Elementary School, K-5
The following areas of study are required at each grade level:

Art

Language Arts (Handwriting, Language, Listening, Reading, Speaking, Spelling,
Writing)

Mathematics

Music

Physical Education: requires 150 minutes of Physical Education per week in grades K-
5. All instructional personnel as defined in 5.10122.01 (2) are approved to teach P.E.
At least 30 consecutive minutes of physical education on any day during which
physical education instruction is conducted.

Science

Comprehensive Health Education to include Human Growth and
Development/Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention

Social Studies

Areas of Study will include State Board Approved Sunshine State Standards where
appropriate.
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Areas of Study will incorporate multi-cultural education, technology, and critical
thinking skills components.

C. Alternative to Normal Progression

Elementary School, K-5. While it is expected that the majority of elementary students can
make satisfactory progress in a normal period of time, six years (K-5), some individuals will
require more or less time to develop their educational potential. Therefore, the following
alternatives to normal progress are available to meet student needs.

1. Acceleration

a.

Accelerated promotion is designed for a student with exceptionally high achievement
who possesses physical and social/emotional maturity such that s/he may benefit from
assignment to the next higher grade level than from the one to which the student would
normally be assigned.

An elementary student may be granted an accelerated promotion from an elementary to
a Junior High School. Grade level and course placement at the Junior High School will
be the responsibility of the Junior High School.

It will be the principal's responsibility to make a recommendation of acceleration or
non-acceleration to the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee, who will
make the final decision.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)4, the district shall promote by mid-year any
retained third grade student who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and
independent reader, reading at or above grade level, and ready to be promoted to grade
4. Reevaluating any retained third grade student may include subsequent assessments,
alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews in accordance with rules of the State
Board of Education. Students promoted during the school year after November 1 must
demonstrate proficiency above that required to score at Level 2 on the grade 3 FCAT
as determined by the State Board.

2. Retention

a.

A student who does not satisfactorily achieve District promotional requirements by the
end of the academic year or summer program may be retained. After review of all
available information a school team, composed of the principal, assistant principal and
classroom teacher, will determine if the student may be administratively placed in the
next higher grade. (See Administrative Placement, Section 11..3.)

Retention will only be made following a parent conference with initial parental
notification occurring no later than the end of the third nine-weeks. If parent contact is
impossible, the recommended placement must be approved by the Superintendent or
his designee.

An alternative placement for a student who has been retained two or more years. The
nature of the alternative placement is determined by the school district.

An exceptional student following the exceptional student education progression plan
will be retained based on appropriate adopted procedures for Exceptional Student
Education.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)1, the district shall complete a student portfolio
for each retained third grade student.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)6, the district shall provide retained third grade
students with at least one of the following instructional options: supplemental tutoring
in research-based reading services; a "Read at Home" plan outlined in a parental
contract, including participation in "Families Building Better Readers Workshops™ and
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regular parent-guided home reading; and/or a mentor or tutor with specialized reading
training.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)8, the district shall establish at each applicable
school an Intensive Acceleration Class (IAC) provided to any student in grade 3 who
scored at Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and who was retained in grade 3
the prior year. The IAC must: have a reduced teacher-student ratio; provide
uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day and
incorporate opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards in other core
subject areas; use a reading program that is scientifically research-based and has
proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the same school
year; provide research-based intensive language and vocabulary instruction, including
use of a speech language therapist; and weekly progress monitoring measures.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)10, all retained third grade students who have
received intensive instructional services but are still not ready for grade promotion will
be offered the option of being placed in a transitional instructional setting. Such a
setting shall specifically be designed to produce learning gains sufficient to meet grade
4 performance standards while continuing to remediate the areas of reading deficiency.

3. Administrative Placement

a.

C.

No student can be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that
constitute social promotion. Social promotion occurs when a student is promoted based
on factors other than the student achieving the district and state levels of performance
for student progression. A student fails to meet the state portion of levels of
performance for student progression when the student fails to achieve the required
levels in reading, writing, mathematics, or science on the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test of Sunshine State Standards. Students with disabilities must meet the
state or district levels of performance for student progression unless the disabling
condition prevents the student from attaining the required levels of performance in the
regular curriculum in pursuit of a standard diploma. In such cases, promotion will be
based on the student meeting the goals and objectives on the Individual Educational
Plan. Retention of Limited English Proficient (LEP) students must be determined by a
school’s LEP committee, except in the case of mandatory retention for reading
deficiencies in grade 3.

A student who has not been retained AND who has not met District promotional
requirements by the end of the school year or summer program but for other
established reasons (current IEP, participation in a LEP program for less than two
years, etc.) should not remain in the same grade level, may be administratively placed
to the next grade level by the principal, except as otherwise stated in this Student
Progression Plan. It is the principal’s responsibility to make a recommendation for
administrative placement to the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee, who
will make the final decision. WRITTEN PERMISSION from the Superintendent or
his/her designee for this decision must be placed in the student's cumulative folder.

In a case of administrative placement, the parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be notified in

writing, that the child is being administratively placed in the next grade.

An elementary student may be granted an administrative placement from an elementary
to a Junior High School. Grade level and course placement at the Junior High School
will be the responsibility of the Junior High School.

Exceptional Education Students - An exceptional student following the exceptional

student education progression plan will be administratively placed based on appropriate

adopted procedures for Exceptional Student Education.
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4. Home Education Program - Parents may enroll their children in a Home Education
Program. Home education students may participate in dual enroliment, career and
technical dual enrollment, early admission, and credit by examination. A student entering
or re-entering Hardee County Schools from a Home Education Program will follow
required enrollment procedures.

Continuous Progress - Students are assessed and placed in levels that best meet individual
needs. Most continuous progress units provide continuity over several years to provide a
stable learning environment for both the child a the teacher. This model also encourages

parental involvement in the student’s instructional program.

6. Assessments

8.

a.

It is required that students in the elementary schools be assessed annually to determine
their progress toward meeting the Sunshine State Standards in reading, writing, and
mathematics as determined by the Hardee County School Board. If students fail to
achieve district levels of expectations, they must receive remediation to meet the
expected level of performance.

It is further required that each student in the elementary school must participate in the
Statewide Assessment Program. This testing program includes a statewide criterion-
referenced assessment program to measure achievement in reading, writing, and
mathematics. Any student who has not met minimum state expectations on state
assessments must continue remedial instruction until the expectations are met, as
documented by retaking the state assessment test.

Identified Reading Deficiencies

a.

Students in grades k-3 will be tested in the spring to determine progress in reading
achievement. Students, who exhibit substantial deficiencies in reading skills, will be
further assessed to determine deficiencies and an individual plan will be developed to
remediate these deficiencies and increase reading levels.

Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in reading skills, based on locally
determined assessments conducted in kindergarten through grade 3, or through teacher
observations, must be given intensive reading instruction immediately and it must be
continued until the reading deficiency is remedied. If the student's reading deficiency
is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher
on the FCAT in reading for grade 3, the student must be retained. Those students must
have a completed Academic Improvement Plan and be given intensive reading
instruction immediately following the identification of the reading deficiency
according to the AIP. The student’s reading proficiency must be reassessed by a
locally determined assessment or based on teacher recommendation at the beginning of
the grade following the intensive reading instruction, and the student must continue to
be given intensive reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied.

In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)1, the district shall conduct a review of AIPs for
all retained third grade students who did not score above Level 1 on the FCAT
Reading and who did not meet one of the good cause exemptions. The review shall
address additional supports and services needed to remediate the deficiency.

Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year and in accordance with FS 1008.25(3)-(6),
the parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be
notified in writing that their child has been identified as having that deficiency and be
given a description of the current services that are provided and the proposed
supplemental instructional services and supports that will be provided to the child. The
parent must also be told that if the child's reading deficiency is not remediated by the
end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory
retention for good cause.
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Good cause exemptions are limited to the following:

1)
2)

3)

4)

Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of
instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages program.

Students with disabilities whose individual education plan (IEP) indicates that
participation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate.

Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative
standardized reading assessment approved by the State Board of Education.
(Explanatory Note: The State Board of Education adopted the following
alternative assessment policies on January 21, 2003: The alternative
standardized assessment to be used is the grade 3 reading Norm Referenced
Test (NRT) portion of the FCAT or the SAT-10 alternative assessment or its
equivalent. The acceptable levels of performance on the alternative
assessments for grade 3 for the 2002—-2003 school year are:

+ To promote a student using the grade 3 reading NRT portion of the FCAT
as an alternative assessment good cause exemption, the grade 3 student
scoring at Level 1 Reading FCAT must score at or above the percentile
established by the Commissioner of Education on the grade 3 reading NRT
portion of the FCAT

or

¢ To promote a student using the SAT-10 as an alternative assessment good
cause exemption, the grade 3 student scoring at Level 1 Reading FCAT
must score at or above the percentile established by the Commissioner of
Education on a parallel form of the SAT-10. The SAT-10 may only be
administered one time. The earliest the alternative assessment may be
administered is following the receipt of the grade 3 student reading FCAT
scores or during the last two weeks of school, which ever occurs first, for
student promotion purposes.)

Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that the student is
reading on grade level by demonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State
Standards in reading equal to at least a Level 2 performance on the FCAT.
(Explanatory Note: The State Board of Education adopted the following
student portfolio guidelines on January 21, 2003: To be accepted as meeting
the portfolio option for demonstrating mastery of the required reading skills,
the student portfolio contents must:

¢ be selected by the student’s teacher

+ be an accurate picture of the student’s ability and only include student
work that has been independently produced in the classroom

¢ include evidence that the benchmarks assessed by the grade 3 reading
FCAT have been met. This includes multiple-choice items and passages
that are approximately 60% literary text and 40% information text, and
that are between 100-700 words with an district’s/school’s adopted core
reading curriculum that are aligned with the Sunshine State Standards or
teacher-prepared assessments that are aligned with the Sunshine State
Standards

+ be an organized collection of evidence of the student’s mastery of the
Sunshine State Standards

¢ Be signed by the teacher and the principal as an accurate assessment of
the required reading skills.
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5) Students with disabilities who participate in the FCAT and who have an IEP or
a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received the intensive
remediation in reading for more than 2 years but still demonstrates a
deficiency in reading and was previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, or
grade 2.

6) Students who have received the intensive remediation in reading for 2 or more
years but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously
retained in kindergarten, grade 1, or grade 2 for a total of 2 years.

Requests for good cause exemptions from the mandatory retention requirement
must include documentation submitted by the teacher to the school principal. The
principal must review and discuss such recommendation with the teacher and make
the determination as to whether the student should be promoted or retained. If the
principal determines that the student should be promoted, the principal must make
that recommendation in writing to the district school superintendent. The
superintendent shall accept or reject the school principal's recommendation in
writing.

e. Students in grades k-3 will be tested in the spring to determine progress in reading
achievement. Students who exhibit substantial deficiencies in reading skills, will be
further assessed to determine deficiencies and an individual plan will be developed to
remediate these deficiencies and increase reading levels. Students transferring into the
district should be immediately assessed for reading proficiency to determine if
remediation is appropriate. This is especially true in grade 3. If a student transfers after
the administration of the FCAT in grade 3, it is up to the district to assess the student’s
reading proficiency at the end of the year to determine if the student needs to repeat the
third grade.

f.  Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in reading skills, based on locally
determined assessments conducted before the end of kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2,
and grade 3, or based on teacher recommendation, must have a completed Academic
Improvement Plan or be part of a school-wide progress monitoring system and be
given intensive reading instruction immediately following the identification of the
reading deficiency. The student’s reading proficiency must be reassessed by a locally
determined assessment or based on teacher recommendation at the beginning of the
grade following the intensive reading instruction, and the student must continue to be
given intensive reading instruction until the reading deficiency is remedied.

g. Inaccordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)2, retained third grade students will be provided
with intensive instructional services and supports to remediate the identified area of
reading deficiency including a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted,
scientifically research-based reading instruction and other strategies, which may
include, but are not limited to: small group instruction; reduced teacher-student ratios;
more frequent progress monitoring; tutoring or mentoring; transition classes containing
3rd and 4th grade students; extended school day, week, or year; and/or summer reading
camps.

D. Grading - Elementary School, K-5

1. Primary (K) level: There are two methods used to communicate a student's progress with
parents. Parent contact is made the first 23 days. Report cards are sent home every
grading period. Grading is based on the philosophy that children grow and develop at
different rates. The curriculum is based on developmentally appropriate practices for five
to seven year old children. The criteria for evaluating performance is as follows:
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Expected Behaviors

1)

2)

3)

Social skills and work and study habits are an important aspect of the primary
curriculum. These behaviors must be introduced, practiced, and internalized. The
expected behaviors will be informally observed and the observations will be shared
with parents at the first conference.

A more formal assessment will be made on expected behaviors during the second,
third and fourth grading periods. A check mark will be recorded on the progress
report for each marking period.

A check mark will indicate that the student is consistently demonstrating and
applying the behavior.

Program Areas - There is an expectation that a measurable amount of learning must
take place. Learning rates vary with individual children. The grading for the program
areas of math; language arts (reading, written communications, oral language);
science/health and social studies; physical development (fine motor and gross motor);
art; music; and physical education is as follows:

1)

2)

3)

Needs More Time and Experience. After skills/concepts/ processes have been
introduced and the child has had adequate time to practice, the child who cannot
demonstrate an understanding of the skills/concepts/processes or can only
demonstrate an understanding with review and help will be marked under this
indicator.

Progresses Successfully. After skills/concepts/processes have been introduced and
the child has had adequate time to practice, the child who demonstrates
understanding of the skills/concepts/processes in a group setting or during a more
formal assessment will be marked under this indicator.

Extends/Applies Many Ways. After skills/concepts/processes have been introduced
and the child has had adequate time to practice, the child who demonstrates
understanding of the skills/concepts/processes and has internalized them so that
they are used independently in OTHER situations will be marked under this
indicator.

Grading at the elementary Kindergarten level is divided into three categories as
follows:

1) Reading, Mathematics, Written Expression

E = Student has learned and can use at least 90% of the skills/concepts/processes
taught on his/her instructional level during the nine weeks and daily work
consistently meets high quality standards.

S = Student has learned and can use at least 80% of the skills/concepts/processes
taught on his/her instructional level during the nine weeks and daily work
consistently meets acceptable standards.

C = Student has learned and can use at least 70% of the skills/concepts/processes
taught on his/her instructional level during the nine weeks and daily work
consistently meets acceptable standards.

N = Student has learned and can use at least 60% of the skills/concepts/processes
taught on his/her instructional level during the nine weeks or daily work is
inconsistent in meeting acceptable standards.

U = Student has learned and can use less than 60% of the skills/concepts/processes
taught on his/her instructional level during the nine weeks or daily work does not
meet acceptable standards most of the time.
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NOTE: These criteria will be used to report a student's progress in learning and
using the skills presented within a nine weeks reporting period. A parent will be
notified if a student is working below grade level in reading/language arts and/or
math

2) Social Studies, Science, Handwriting

E = Student meets all the criteria for "satisfactory" progress and does one or both
of the following:

Completes tasks/projects provided by the teacher beyond the regularly assigned
activities/assignments and/or consistently demonstrates high level of understanding
of concepts/skills/processes content taught and can apply them to other situations.

S = Student willingly participates as is appropriate in activities provided by the
teacher and completes assigned projects/activities within the time allotted and
demonstrates understanding of concepts/skills/processes/content taught and daily
work consistently meets acceptable standards.

N = Student is inconsistent in participating in class activities, has to be encouraged
to participate or student is inconsistent in completing assigned projects/activities
within the time period allotted or student is inconsistent in demonstrating
understanding of concepts/skills/processes/ content taught or daily work is
inconsistent in meeting acceptable standards.

U = Student is not participating in class activities, is not completing assigned
projects/activities, is unsatisfactorily demonstrating an understanding of
concepts/skills/processes/ content taught, or daily work is an unacceptable
standard.

3) Social and Work/Study Habits

E = Student is very consistent in demonstrating characteristics listed under
citizenship and work/study habits.

S = Student demonstrates characteristics listed under citizenship and work/study
habits most of the time.

N = Student consistently fails to demonstrate one or more of the characteristics
listed under citizenship and work/study habits.

d. Conference Alert/Progress Report - Parents of kindergartners, first and second graders
shall receive a conference alert if there are concerns about the student's
social/academic/ developmental progress. Notification shall be documented by the
classroom teacher. The school will be responsible for maintaining documentation of
parent notification. However, the failure to advise the parent of the student's academic
progress shall not be grounds for modifying a student's grade(s)

e. Conference Alert/Progress Report - Parents of kindergartners, first and second graders
shall receive a conference alert if there are concerns about the student's
social/academic/ developmental progress. Notification shall be documented by the
classroom teacher. The school will be responsible for maintaining documentation of
parent notification. However, the failure to advise the parent of the student's academic
progress shall not be grounds for modifying a student's grade(s)

2. First through Fifth Grade level
a. Grading at the elementary 1-5 level is divided into three categories as follows:
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Reading, English, Mathematics, Spelling, Written Expression (excluding grade 1),
*Science, and *Social Studies (excluding grade 1)

* denotes that this academic area may be suspended due to necessary reading
remediation. This suspension of curriculum will only occur after appropriate
teacher recommendation, principal approval, and parent knowledge.

A marking system of A, B, C, D and F is used at the end of each nine-week
grading period for each course. Grades will reflect student's achievement of
District-prescribed course performance standards within the respective courses.
The meaning and numerical value of each letter follows:

2)

3)

Letter Meaning Value Percentage \
A Outstanding 4.0 90-100
B Above Average 3.0 80-89
C Average 2.0 70-79
D Below Average 1.0 60-69
F Failure 0.0 0-59
Passing
Incomplete

Outstanding Conduct
Satisfactory Conduct
Conduct Needs Improvement
Unsatisfactory Conduct

czunuo—™m©

NOTE: These criteria will be used to report a student's progress in learning and
using the skills presented within a nine weeks reporting period. A parent will be
notified if a student is working below grade level in reading/language arts and/or
math

Handwriting (all grades), Science (grade 1), Social Studies (grade 1), Written
Expression (grade 1), Art (optional), Music (optional), Physical Education (optional)

E = Student meets all the criteria for "satisfactory" progress and does one or both
of the following:

Completes tasks/projects provided by the teacher beyond the regularly assigned
activities/assignments and/or consistently demonstrates high level of understanding
of concepts/skills/processes content taught and can apply them to other situations.

S = Student willingly participates as is appropriate in activities provided by the
teacher and completes assigned projects/activities within the time allotted and
demonstrates understanding of concepts/skills/processes/content taught and daily
work consistently meets acceptable standards.

N = Student is inconsistent in participating in class activities, has to be encouraged
to participate or student is inconsistent in completing assigned projects/activities
within the time period allotted or student is inconsistent in demonstrating
understanding of concepts/skills/processes/ content taught or daily work is
inconsistent in meeting acceptable standards.

U = Student is not participating in class activities, is not completing assigned
projects/activities, is unsatisfactorily demonstrating an understanding of
concepts/skills/processes/ content taught, or daily work is an unacceptable
standard.

Social and Work/Study Habits
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E = Student is very consistent in demonstrating characteristics listed under
citizenship and work/study habits.

S = Student demonstrates characteristics listed under citizenship and work/study
habits most of the time.

N = Student consistently fails to demonstrate one or more of the characteristics
listed under citizenship and work/study habits.

d. Conference Alert/Progress Report - Parents shall receive a conference alert if there are
concerns about the student's social/academic/ developmental progress. Notification
shall be documented by the classroom teacher. The school will be responsible for
maintaining documentation of parent notification. However, the failure to advise the
parent of the student's academic progress shall not be grounds for modifying a student's
grade(s).

e. The parent of any student in K-3 who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must
be notified in writing of the following:

i. that his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in
reading

ii. a description of the current services that are provided to the child

iii. a description of the proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that
will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified area of
reading deficiency

iv. that if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the
child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for
good cause.

E. Student Placement

Elementary School, K-5. The principal is responsible for the initial placement of all students
new to the school.

1. Entry requirements, as specified in Introduction (2) of this policy, must be met.

2. Grade placement of a student coming from any other school including home education
shall be made on the basis of report cards, transfer data or transcripts subject to validation/
interpretation as deemed necessary

3. If, after a reasonable length of time, it is the principal's professional judgment that the new
student has been inappropriately placed in a grade, the student may be placed in
ANOTHER grade. The reasons for the placement should be documented and placed in the
student's cumulative folder along with written notification to the parent(s).

4. In accordance with F.S. 1008.25(7)(b)5, the district shall provide retained third grade
students with a high-performing teacher as determined by student performance data and
above-satisfactory performance appraisals.

F. Records and Reports - Elementary School, K-5

1. Student Records - A record of all promotions, retentions, administrative placements, or
other types of special placement is considered Category "A™ information and shall be
recorded in the student's educational record according to the procedures specified by the
Hardee County School Board Records Policy.

2. Reporting to Parents - Student performance and progress shall be reported to parents
through periodic progress reports; conference alerts and academic warnings; and
standardized, State, and District assessments. Teachers will often initiate conferences, and,
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at their request, parents shall be provided the opportunity for a conference with school
personnel. A written report of each student’s progress in reading, writing, and math shall
be distributed to the parent/legal guardian annually.

If during the second semester, it becomes evident that a student is in danger of being
retained, a parent/teacher conference should be held as early as possible but no later than
the end of the third nine-weeks grading period. For those parents who are unable to attend
a conference, or for whom phone contact has been impossible, written notification of the
possible retention MUST be sent home, and reasonable attempts to schedule a conference
must be made and documented. Parents will be afforded the opportunity for a parent-
teacher conference at a mutually agreed time upon their request. Retention shall not occur
without a notice for a parent-teacher conference.

G. Monitoring Process

Elementary School, K-5. - It shall be the principal's responsibility to monitor his/her school's
compliance with the Pupil Progression Plan. The Superintendent shall establish procedures and
guidelines for district-wide monitoring of compliance with provisions of the policy.

H. Appeal Process

Elementary School, K-5 - A decision on a student's placement or progression, normally made
by the principal, may be appealed in accordance Hardee County School Board Policy.

Proficiency Levels

1. Reading — Students working one year or more below the assigned grade level have not
met the proficiency levels for reading. This decision is based on a review of the
following date: nationally norm-referenced scores, STAR results, running records,
teacher judgment, and collaboration with the Progress Monitoring Team. The final
decision regarding a student’s proficiency level will be made by the principal.

2. Writing — Fourth grade students performing below 2.0 on Florida Writes have not met
the proficiency level for writing. Fifth grade students performing below a 2.5 on a
graded writing prompt have not met the proficiency level for writing.

3. Mathematics - Students working one year or more below the assigned grade level have
not met the proficiency levels for math. This decision is based on a review of the
following data: norm-referenced scores, End-of-the book test for math, running
records, teacher judgment, and collaboration with the Progress Monitoring Team. The
final decision regarding a student’s proficiency level will be made by the principal
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1. JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

A. Entrance Requirements

1.

A secondary student must comply with all the general requirements for admission to
the Hardee County Schools.

Effective with the 1997-98 school year, a student entering, attending, or transferring to
the seventh grade will be required to complete vaccination against Hepatitis B, a
second dose of measles vaccine (preferably MMR), and a tetanus-diphtheria booster.
Each subsequent year thereafter, the next highest grade will be included in the
requirement so that students transferring into Florida schools are added to the
immunized cohort. (FS 232.02)

Each student at the time of initial registration for the school shall declare previous
school expulsions, arrests resulting in a charge, and juvenile justice actions the student
has had.

B. Promotion - A student shall be promoted when he/she meets the following criteria:

*

Level 1 and 2 reading students: Students are required to successfully complete math,
language arts, reading, science, and social studies.

Level 3 and above reading students: Students are required to successfully complete
math, language arts, science, and social studies.

a. A course may be composed of various subjects.

b. The student must have a final passing grade (D or better) in a course or
combination of short term courses in order to be given credit for promotion
purposes. (See Grading, Section (2) for computation of grades.)

c. Courses may be modified to provide either an exceptional student or student who
qualifies as disabled under 504/ADA. Modifications to basic or vocational courses
shall not include modifications to the curriculum frameworks (Course Performance
Standards) (SBER 6A-6.0312). Modifications may include any of the following:

1) The instructional time may be increased or decreased.
2) Instructional methodology may be varied.
3) Special communications systems may be used by the teacher or the student.

4) Classroom, District and State test administration procedures and other
evaluation procedures may be modified to accommodate the student's
disability. Modifications as specified on the student's Individual Education
Plan include flexible scheduling, flexible setting, recording of answers, revised
format, and mechanical aids (see Section (8) (f), Testing Procedures, Special
Student Progression Plan).

2. Curriculum Frameworks (Course Performance Standards) - The District-prescribed

course performance will include both State Board Adopted Student Performance
Standards and State Board Approved Sunshine State Standards within those courses
appropriate for the standards. The principal or designee will monitor each teacher's
instruction, assessment, and documentation of these standards for each student.
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3. Special Considerations

a.

New Students to Hardee County - Promotion and/or retention will be made by the
principal based on the best available information, such as records, report card, or
an official letter from the previous school attended.

Alternative Education Programs - Students enrolled in a school board approved
alternative education program will adhere to the promotion/retention and/or grade
placement requirements outlined above for the majority population.

When school sites deliver instruction using performance based curriculum,
students will be presented and provided the opportunity to attempt 100% of the
benchmarks (competencies) for each course. Students shall successfully complete
all of the benchmarks (competencies) with a minimum 75% mastery (average).

C. Required Program of Studies - Junior High School, 6-8. The following areas of study
are minimum requirements in grades 6-8:

Three (3) middle school or higher courses in English. These courses shall
emphasize literature, composition, and technical text.
For each year in which a student scores at Level | on FCAT Reading, the student
must be enrolled in and complete an intensive reading course the following year.
Placement of Level 2 readers in either an intensive reading course or a content
area course in which reading strategies are delivered shall be determined by
diagnosis of reading needs.
Three (3) middle school or higher courses in mathematics. Each middle school
must offer at least one high school-level mathematics course for which students
may earn high school credit.
For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FCAT
Mathematics, the student must receive remediation the following year, which may
be integrated into the student's required mathematics course.
Three (3) middle school or higher courses in science.
Three (3) middle school or higher courses in social studies, one semester of
which must include the study of state and federal government and civics
education. (Civics in 8" grade)
Physical Education - Regularly scheduled
Comprehensive Health Education - Regularly scheduled
Environmental Education - Seventh grade
Electives - Regularly scheduled in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades
One course in career and education planning to be completed in 7™ or 8" grade.
(Beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2006-2007 school year