INSTRUCTIONAL POLICIES POLICY 307

STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN

Public school students in the Volusia County School District shall progress from kindergarten
through gade 12 according to the student progression plan adopted by the school board, based
upon district goals and objectives which are compatible with the state’s plan for education. The
student progression plan shall establish a comprehensive program for student progression from
grade to grade, and shall provide criteria for progression that reflect the student’s proficiency in
the Sunshine State Standards and established, specific levels of proficiency in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics. The plan shall include the requirements to be met by students, and the
school district’s program for ensuring student progression, both through initial and remedial
instruction, and through other support services. This policy sets out the District’s plan to provide
each student the opportunity to receive a complete education program, including language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, health, physical education, foreign languages, and the arts,
as defined by the Sunshine State Standards. In implementing this plan, reading, writing, and
mathematics skills will be integrated and reinforced across al subjects, including career
awareness, career exploration, and career and technical education. The purpose of this plan isto
establish the board’s program to implement state legidative and local board student progression
regquirements.

It is the responsibility of the school board and district administration to provide students with
effective instructional and remedia programs that monitor progress, promote continuous
achievement, and make provisons for individua differences. Students must assume
responsibility for learning, being at school and in class, and participate in instruction. Parents
have the responsibility for their children’s attendance and for promoting an interest in learning
and ensuring their children’s proper conduct while at school. Principas have the responsibility
for maintaining required records and reports, while teachers are responsible for providing
effective instruction and remediation and documenting instruction in and students' mastery of the
Sunshine State Standards.

Each school must develop progress monitoring plan for each student who is not meeting
proficiency levels for promotion in each grade and in each of the areas of reading, writing,
science, and mathematics. Parents must be consulted in the development of progress monitoring
plan. School personnel shall make al reasonable efforts to ensure that parents understand the
importance of the progress monitoring plan and their participation in the process. The progress
monitoring plan shall provide a specific and detailed prescription for remedying the student’s
deficiencies that addresses the student performance data that identified the student as needing
remediation, the data on the diagnosis of the student’s specific problems, and a specific action
plan to remedy the deficiencies. The action plan to remedy the deficiencies shal identify specific
scientificaly validated remedial instructiona strategies including the identification of who will be
providing the instruction and the frequency of progress monitoring in order to determine if the
intervention is successful or needs to be revised.

Lega Authority:
Sections 1001.41(2), 1001.42(22), Florida Statutes

Laws Implemented:
Sections 1003.33, 1003.41, 1003.415, 1003.42, 1008.25, Florida Statutes
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History:
(Adopted -- August 5, 1977)

(Revised -- May 22, 1979; May 25, 1980; January 12, 1982; July 13, 1982; June 16,
1983; January 10, 1984; March 27, 1984; June 6, 1984; Mary 12, 1985; June 10, 1986;
November 25, 1986; April 2, 1987; June 30, 1987; August 31, 1987; March 22, 1988;
Jduly 25, 1989; April 3, 1990; March 24, 1992; July 28, 1992; May 25, 1993; June 28,
1994; June 27, 1995; May 28, 1996; September 9, 1997; June 25, 1998; July 15, 1999;
June 25, 2000; August 22, 2000; April 25, 2001; June 12, 2001; August 20, 2002;
September 9, 2003; October 14, 2004; July 26, 2005; June 13, 2006; November 2, 2006;
Jduly 24, 2007)

(Emergency Rule -- March 25, 1992 — June 22, 1992)
(Emergency Rule -- July 29, 1997 — September 9, 1997)
(Emergency Rule -- July 25, 2000 — August 22, 2000)
(Emergency Rule -- July 23, 2002 — August 20, 2002)
(Emergency Rule -- July 29, 2003 — September 9, 2003)
(Emergency Rule -- March 28, 2006 — June 26, 2006)
(Emergency Rule -- July 25, 2006 — October 23, 2006)
(Emergency Rule -- October 10, 2006 — January 8, 2007)

(Effective Date - July 24, 2007)
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STUDENT PROGRESSION
ELEMENTARY GRADESK-5

ENTRANCE TO SCHOOL

All children who have attained the age of six years or who will have attained the age of six years
by February 1 of any school year, or who are older than six years of age but who have not attained
the age of 16 years are required, except as provided for by law, to attend school regularly during
the entire school year.

1. INITIAL ENTRY

a

Any child who has attained the age of five years on or before September 1 of the
current school year shall be eigible for admission to kindergarten any time during the
school year.

Any child who has attained the age of six years on or before September 1 and who
has been enrolled in a public school, or who has attained the age of six years on or
before September 1 and has satisfactorily completed the requirements for
kindergarten in a non-public school from which the district accepts credit, may be
admitted to first grade.

Any child who has attained the age of six on or before September 1 of the current
school year shall be admitted to first grade at any time during the school year if the
kindergarten requirement has been met.

Evidence of date of hirth, certification of a school entry health examination, and proof
of immunization against preventable communicable diseases are required of all
students upon initia entry into Florida Public Schools. Students who are identified as
homeless who lack documentation should be enrolled in school immediately, with al
requirements for initial entry provided within 30 school days.

2. ENTRY BY TRANSFER

A student who transfers to the Volusia County School District from another school system or
from a home education program shal be allowed entry and grade placement in accordance
with the following conditions:

a

ACCREDITED SCHOOLS: PUBLIC/NON-PUBLIC

All proof of work at another school offered for acceptance shal be based on an
officid transcript. Work from state or regionaly accredited schools or institutions
shall be accepted at face value. Work from non-public schools shall be accepted at
face value if the schoal is listed in the Florida Educational Directory and is accredited
by one of the agencies listed therein. All accepted records are subject to validation.
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NON-ACCREDITED SCHOOLS/HOME EDUCATION

Work or evidence of achievement of a student transferring into the VVolusia County
School Didrict from a non-accredited school, public or non-public, or a home
education program shal be evauated by the principal or designee. Students shall ke
required to validate their current course or grade placement through satisfactory
completion of academic work in the Volusia County School District within a grading
period. An achievement or subject-level test may be used to determine grade
placement if deemed appropriate.

TRANSFER OF GRADES

Grades for a student who enrolls during the last 10 days of a grading period may be
determined by the school district from which the student is transferring. If the
transferring school district will not issue gades for the student, the receiving school
principal may use appropriate assessment instruments to determine grades for the
purpose of progression.

HEALTH CERTIFICATION/IMMUNIZATION

Certification of a school entry hedlth examination and proof of immunization againgt
preventable communicable diseases are required, of al students upon initia entry into
Florida Public Schools. New students entering the district may have up to 30 days to
present certification of immunization to the enrolling school.  Students who are
identified as homeless have 30 school days to provide al required documentation.

3. UNDERAGE ADMITTANCE FROM IN-STATE NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

There will be no underage admittance from in-state, non-public schools.

4.  UNDERAGE ADMITTANCE FROM OUT-OF-STATE SCHOOLS

Admittance to kindergarten and first grade of out-of -state transfer students who do not meet
Florida age requirements for school entry shall be in accordance with the State Board of
Education Adminigtrative Rule which states:

a

Any student who transfers from an out-of -state, public school shall be admitted upon
presentation of the following data:

() officid documentation that a parent or guardian was a lega resident of the state
in which the child was previoudy enrolled in schod;

(2 an officia letter or transcript from a proper school authority which shows
record of attendance, academic information, and grade placement of the
student;

(3) evidence of immunization against communicable diseases,
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(4) evidence of date of birth; and
(5) evidence of amedica examination completed within the last twelve months.

b. Any student who transfers from an out-of -state, non-public school may be admitted if
the student meets the age requirement for public schools in the state from which the
student is transferring, and if the transfer of the student's academic credit is
acceptable under rules of the Volusia County School Didtrict. Prior to admission,
parents/guardians must provide the required data as stated above in subsection a, (1)
through (5).

B. COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM

1

The comprehensive program for elementary school grades in the Volusa County School
Didtrict reflects state and local requirements for elementary education and is aligned with the
Sunshine State Standards. The Sunshine State Standards are the basis for curriculum,
instruction, and evaluation of student performance in the school digtrict. All grades shal have
a minimum of five ingructional hours daily to include a ninety (90) minute uninterrupted
reading block (daily minimum average for the week) and sixty (60) minutes per day for
mathematics (daily minimum average for the week). The Elementary Curriculum Guide or
curriculum maps, where available, for the Volusa County School District defines the
expectations of students at each grade level.

The application of the student instructional day alocation of time must address at the
appropriate level al curriculum areas as defined in the Elementary Curriculum Guide for_the
Volusia County School District and any other programs of study required by Florida law.

The comprehensive program for elementary school grades in the Volusia County School
Digrict shal include physical education classes staffed by certified physica education
teachers. Students shall receive 150 minutes of physical education per week in grades K-5.
This physica education requirement must be met with instructional personnel as defined in
section 1012.01(2), Florida Statutes. The comprehensive program will reflect the following
program outcomes.

a Fitness education and assessment to help students to understand, improve, or maintain
their physical well-being.

b. Instruction in a variety of motor skills and physical activities designed to enhance the
physical, mental and socia or emotiona development of every student.

C. Development of, and ingtruction in, cognitive concepts about motor skills and physica
fitness that support alife long hedthy life style.

d. Opportunities to develop positive social and cooperative skills through physical activity
participation.

e. Instruction in healthy eating habits and good nutrition.
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C.

For an excused absence a reasonable time will be alowed for the student to complete make-
up work requirements for credit as set forth in individua school policy. Make-up work for
unexcused absences shall be governed by the terms established in each individual school’s
policy, which may include the assessment of aletter grade penalty.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS

All students will have equal access to the appropriate ingtructiona programs.  Students will
not be restricted because of limited English proficiency.

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION PROGRAM

A student may not be given specia instruction or services as an exceptiona student until

after he or she has been properly evaluated, classified, and placed in the manner prescribed
by rules of the State Board of Education. However, the provision of differentiated education
services in support of the general education curriculum shall not be considered as treating a
student as an exceptiona education student.

For additional information regarding approved programs of study for students served in
exceptional student education, see Section 1V of the Student Progression Plan and School
Board Policy 303, Specia Programs and Procedures.

PARTICIPATION IN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

a The school readiness uniform screening shal be administered to each kindergarten
student upon entry into kindergarten. Children who enter school for the first time in
first grade must be administered the school readiness uniform screening adopted for
usein thefirst grade.

b. All students are expected to participate in the statewide assessment program except
for (1) students with an active Individual Education Plan (IEP) for whom dternative
assessment has been identified on the IEP and (2) students who have received
services in a program operated in accordance with an approved district limited English
proficiency (LEP) program for two years or less, and who have been recommended
for exemption by a majority of the students LEP committee. In this instance,
aternative assessments must be identified.

DISTRICT GRADE SCALE AND QUALITY POINT VALUE

1

GRADING KEY
The following grading system shall be used for kindergarten and grace level one.
+ Demongtrates Skills and Concepts Consistently

o) Learning/Devel oping Skills and Concepts
7] Area of Concern
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The following grading system shal be used for grade level two for language arts,
mathematics, science, socia studies and reading.

Description

*Qutstanding Progress

*Congstently demonstrates in-depth
understanding of concepts, processes, and skills

* Above Average Progress
*Often demonstrates an understanding of major
concepts, processes, and skills

* Average Progress (Mastery/Proficiency)
* Demondtrates a developing understanding of
major concepts, processes, and skills

*Lowest Acceptable Progress
* Demonstrates a beginning understanding of
major concepts, processes, and skills

*Non-completion of important components of
tasks
*Demondtrates little or no understanding of

major concepts, processes, and kills

*No grade assigned. Student is a recent transfer
within the last 15 days of the grading period or a
portion of the curriculum has been suspended for
the student in order to provide state mandated

intengve intervention in reading

2.

Grade Grade Range

A 90-100

B 80-89

C 70-79

D 60-69

U 0-59

NG

3. GRADING/QUALITY POINT KEY

The following grade and quality point system shall be used in determining letter grades for
grade levels three, four and five, and District honor roll for grade levels four and five. To
average grades for honor roll determination, quality points will be assigned to each letter

grade.

The following key is to be used:

Grade
A

Grade Range  Quality Points Description
90-100 4 *Qutstanding Progress
*Completes al important components of
tasks

*Consistently demonstrates in-depth
understanding of major concepts, processes,
and ills
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NG

*Frequently initiates strategies,
interpretations, or extensions related to
concepts

80-89 3 * Above Average Progress
*Completed most important components of
tasks
*Often demonstrates an understanding of
major concepts/processes, but may
overlook/ misunderstand some ideas and
ills

70-79 2 * Average Progress (Mastery/Proficiency)
* Completes some important components of
tasks
* Demongtrates a devel oping understanding
of maor concepts, processes, and skills

60-69 1 *Lowest Acceptable Progress
*Completes minima important components
of tasks
* Demonstrates a beginning understanding
of mgor concepts, processes, and skills

0-59 0 *Non-completion of important
components of tasks
*Demongtrates little or no understanding
of mgor concepts, processes, and skills

*No grade assigned. Student is a recent
transfer within the last 15 days of the
grading period or a portion of the
curriculum has been suspended for the
sudent in order to provide sate
mandated intensive intervention in
reading

SUBJECT/GRADE IDENTIFICATION

The progress of students in grade levels kindergarten through five will be evaluated in each
subject area as digned to the Sunshine State Standards. The student is considered “below
level” when working in textbooks and/or instructional materias written below the student’s
grade placement. In these instances, “below level” must be documented on the report card.
A student receiving aregular report can be graded on how the student is progressing even if
marked “below level”.

Kindergarten and grade level one will use the Progress Indicators: “Demonstrates
Consigtently, Learning/Developing, Area of Concern,” for al subject areas.
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5.

Grade levd two will use letter grades of A, B, C, D, U, for the subject areas of reading,
language arts, science, socid studies and mathematics. All other subject areas will use the
Progress Indicators. “ Demonstrates Consistently, Learning/Developing, Area of Concern.”

Grade levels three, four, and five will use letter grades of A, B, C, D, F for achievement and
1, 2, or 3 for effort in al subject areas. The effort grade shall be assigned based on the
following numerical designation:

Effort is satisfactory 1
Effort needs improvement 2
Effort is unsatisfactory 3

Areas of Personal Development in Kindergarten will use the Progress Indicators:

“Demonstrates Consistently, Learning/Developing, Areas of Concern.” Grade levels one
through five will use“S’ for “ Satisfactory” and “I” for “Improvement Needed.”

DISTRICT HONOR ROLL IDENTIFICATION

a Didtrict honor roll students will be identified in grades four and five using the following
criteria

handwriting is exempt from honor roll criteria;

no “below level” marked in reading or math;

an average of 3.0 or above quality points;

no more than one C;

no letter grade below C;

subject area effort grades of 1, except that one grade may be a 2; and
al persona development grades of S.

b. Each school is encouraged to celebrate student achievement through a variety of
school-based activities.

D. ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION

Each student must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by statute. The School
Board shdl alocate remedia and supplementd instruction resources to students in the following
priority: (&) students who are deficient in reading by the end of grade 3; (b) students who fail to
meet performance levels required for promotion consistent with the District School Board's plan for
student progression required in Section 1008.25(2)(b) F.S. Each student who does not meet district
or state specific levels of performance in reading, writing, and mathematics for each grade leve or
who scores below level 3 in reading or math must be provided with additional diagnostic
assessments to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, the areas of academic need, and
strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction as described in Section 3 as part of the
progress monitoring plan. This shall include students who are identified as homeless.
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1 The specific levels of performance are determined by:

a The local district school board in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each
grade level; and

b. The state commissioner for statewide assessments at selected grade levels.

The teacher will identify as soon as possible, for the principa and parents/guardians, those
students who are not making satisfactory progress toward appropriate grade level standards
and specific levels of performance.

2. READING ASSESSMENTS

a Any student who exhibits a substantia deficiency in reading, based upon school
district determined or statewide assessments regularly conducted for each student in
kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through teacher observations must be
given intensve reading ingruction immediately following the identification of the
reading deficiency.

b. Where previous assessments have determined that a student has a substantial
deficiency in reading, the students reading proficiency must be reassessed by school
district determined assessments or through teacher observations at the beginning of
the grade following the intensive reading instruction. The student must continue to be
provided with intensive reading instruction until the deficiency is remedied.

3. PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN

a When required, the school in which the student is enrolled must develop, in
consultation with the parent, and must implement progress monitoring plan designed to
assist the student in meeting state and district expectations for proficiency in reading,
writing, mathematics, and/or science.

b. If the student is identified as having adeficiency in reading, K-12 comprehensive
reading plan required by s. 1011.62(8) shall include instructional and support services
to be provided to meet the desired levels of performance. Low performing students
may be required to attend remediation programs held before or after regular school
hours or during the summer if transportation is provided. Monitoring of student
progress will occur no less than once every four and one-half weeks.

C. The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be
immediately notified in writing of the following in terms understandable by the parent:
(1) that his or her child has been identified as having a substantiad deficiency in
reading; (2) the exact nature of the child's difficulty in learning; (3) a description of
the current services that are provided to the child; (4) a description of the proposed
supplementa instructional services and supports that will be provided to the child that
are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency; (5) intensive
reading instruction will be continued until the deficiency is corrected; (6) that the
FCAT is not the sole determiner of promotion; (7) additiona evauations, portfolio
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reviews, and assessments are available; (8) that if the child's reading deficiency is not
remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is
exempted from retention for good cause; and (9) strategies for parents to use in
helping their child succeed in reading proficiency. School prsonnel must use dl
available resources to achieve parent understanding and cooperation regarding the
progress monitoring plan.

d. Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented deficiency has not been remediated in
accordance with the progress monitoring pan, the student may be retained. Each
student who does not meet the minimum performance expectations defined by the
Commissioner of Education for the statewide assessment test in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics must continue to be provided with remedia or supplemental
instruction until (1) the expectations are met, or (2) the student graduates from high
schoal, or (3) the student is not subject to compulsory school attendance.

e. Each school digtrict shal conduct a review of progress monitoring plans for dl
students who did not score above a Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT and
did not meet one of the good cause exemptions. The review shal address additional
supports and services needed to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.
Additiona supports and services may include, but are not limited to, the interventions
described on the Notification of Elementary Progress Monitoring Plan.

f. Each school district shal establish a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration
Development (READ) Initigtive. The focus of the READ Initiative shall be to
prevent the retention of grade 3 students and to offer intensive accelerated reading
ingtruction to grade 3 students who failed to meet the standards for promation to
grade 4, and to each K-3 student who is assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency.
The READ Initiative shall:

(1) Be provided to dl K-3 students at risk of retention as identified by the
statewide assessment system used in Reading First schools. For non-Reading
Firg schools, the assessment must measure phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension;

(20 Be provided during regular school hours in addition to the regular reading
instruction;

(3) Provide a state-identified reading curriculum that has been reviewed by the
Florida Center for Reading Research at Florida State University and meets, at
aminimum, the following specifications:

(@ Asssts students assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency in
developing the ability to read at grade level.

(b) Provides sKill development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension.

(c) Provides scientifically based and reliable assessment.
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4.

E.

1

(d)  Providesinitia and ongoing analysis of each student’s reading progress.
(e) Isimplemented during regular school hours.

(f)  Provides a curriculum in core academic subjects to assist the student in
maintaining or meeting proficiency levels for the appropriate grade in al
academic subjects as described in the Volusa County Curriculum
Guides.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS

Each student classified as limited English proficient is required to have an individualized LEP
student plan which must include results of academic assessment and must also outline the
ingtructional services to be provided. The LEP student plan may serve as the progress
monitoring plan if it addresses the student's academic needs in reading, writing, science, and
mathematics.

STUDENTS WITH EXCEPTIONALITIES

Each student identified as exceptiond, is required to have an |EP, which must include results
of academic assessment and must also outline the instructional servicesto be provided. With
the exception of students identified as speech impaired only, the IEP will serve as the
progress monitoring plan and address the student's academic and other identified needs.

For additional information regarding approved programs of study for students served in
exceptiona student education, see Section 1V of the Student Progression Plan and School
Board Policy 303, Specia Programs and Procedures.

STUDENT PROGRESSION IN THE ELEMENTARY GRADES

PROMOTION
a  Promotion to the Next Grade Level

The teacher recommends promotion based on satisfactory achievement on the following:
grade level Sunshine State Standards, districtwide assessments progress tests, classroom
work, observations, tests, and other relevant achievement data. Student promotion is aso
based upon an evauation of the student’s acceptable progress toward grade level Sunshine
State Standards and levels of performance on statewide assessments in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics. The classroom teacher has the primary responsbility for
determining each student's level of performance and ability to function academicdly at the
next grade level, subject to review by the principa.

In such cases, when a promotion decision is made, the student's permanent record card and
report card shall show “Promoted to Grade
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b.  Promotion/Change of Grade Placement During the School Y ear

@)

@

A decison for promotion during the year can be made by the principal(s),

considering the recommendation of the classroom teacher, with the permission
of the parent/guardian, when the required grade level standards and
expectations have been met. A decision for a change of grade placement to a
lower grade level during the school year can be made by the principal(s),
considering the recommendation of the classroom teacher, with the permission
of parent/guardian. The student's permanent record card and report card will

reflect the promotion/change of grade placement. A conference with the
parent/guardian must be offered prior to promotion/change of grade placement.

A decision for promotion during the year of a retained third grade student must
be made where the student can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and
independent reader at or above grade level and is ready to be promoted to the
fourth grade. Such mid-year promotions should occur during the first semester
of the academic year. Tools that the school may use in reevaluating the
retained student may include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments,
and portfolio reviews in accordance with the rules of the State Board of
Education. Retained students promoted during the school year after November
1 must demongtrate proficiency above that required to score at Level 2 on the
grade 3 FCAT.

(@) To be digible for mid-year promotion, a student must demonstrate that
he or she:

() is a successful and independent reader as demonstrated by
reading at or above reading levd;

(i)  has progressed sufficiently to master appropriate fourth grade
reading skills; and

(i)  has met any requirements, such as satisfactory achievement in
other curriculum areas, as determined by the policies of the
district school board.

(b) Standards that provide a reasonable expectation that the student has met
the requirements of subparagraphs (1)(a)-(b) of state rule 6A-1.094222
include the mastery of reading skills, consstent with the month of
promotion to fourth grade, as presented in the scope and sequence of the
school district’s core reading program. Evidence of demonstrated
mastery is asfollows:

) successful completion of portfolio elements that meet state
criteriain subsection (c) of thisrule: or

(i)  sdatisfactory performance on a localy selected standardized
assessment as specified in subsection (d) of thisrule.
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(c) To promote a student mid-year using a student portfolio, there must be
evidence of the student's mastery of third grade Sunshine State
Standard Benchmarks for Language Arts and beginning mastery for
fourth grade as specified in subsection (b) of this rule. The student
portfolio must meet the following requirements:

() be selected by the student’ s teacher;

(i)  be an accurate picture of the student’s ability and only include
student work that has been independently produced in the
classroom:

(i) include evidence of beginning mastery of fourth grade
benchmarks that are assessed by the grade 4 Reading FCAT.
This includes multiple choice, short response, and extended
response items and passages that are approximately fifty (50)
percent literary text and fifty (50) percent information text, and
that are between 100-900 words with an average of 375 words.
Such evidence could include chapter or unit tests from the district
adopted core reading curriculum or teacher-prepared
assessments that are aligned with the Sunshine State Standards.
For each benchmark, there must be two examples of mastery as
demonstrated by a grade of a“C” or better; and

(iv) be signed by the teachers and the principal as an accurate
assessment of the required reading skills.

(d To promote a student mid-year using a locally selected standardized
assessment, there must be evidence that the student scored at or above
grade level in reading comprehension, as demonstrated by standard
scores or percentiles, consistent with the month of promotion to fourth
grade.

(e) The progress monitoring plan for any retained third grade student who
has been promoted mid-year to fourth grade must continue to be
implemented for the entire academic year.

C. Promotion of the Exceptional Student

Determination of the appropriate progression of the student enrolled in Exceptional Student
Education (ESE) will be based on acceptable progress toward the identified instructional
objectives in compliance with the IEP. The exceptiona education teacher and/or the genera
education teacher has the primary responsibility for determining each student's level of
performance and ability to function academicdly at the next grade level, subject to review by
the principal. For additional information regarding approved programs of study for students
served in, exceptional student education, see Section IV of the Student Progression Plan and
School Board Policy 303, Special Programs and Procedures.
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2. RETENTION

A student in any elementary grade, who does not meet levels of performance on statewide
assessments in reading, writing, science, and mathematics, as defined by the Commissioner
of Education, and failing to meet satisfactory grade level Sunshine State Standards,
districtwide assessments, progress tests, classroom work, observations, tests, district
assessment and other relevant data may be retained with approva of the principal and with
written notification to the parent/guardian. A student who is retained will not be promoted to
the next grade level and must receive an intensive program that is different from the previous
year's program and takes into account the student's learning style. School personnel must
use al available resources to achieve parent understanding and cooperation regarding the
student’ s grade placement.

a An appropriate dternative placement must be provided for a student who has been
retained two or more years. The alternative placement may include, but is not limited
to, participation in Plus One, Math Fusion, variance to attend another school, or school
choice.

b. In al retention situations, there must be an academic improvement plan. A copy of
the plan will be placed in the student's cumulative record folder. The student's
permanent record card and report card shall show “Retained in Same Grade."

C. Mandatory Grade 3 Retention (as required by F.S. 1008.23)

(1) If astudent's reading deficiency is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as
demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statewide assessment test
in reading for grade 3, the student must be retained.

(2 Grade 3 students may only be exempt from mandatory retention for the
following reasons:.

(@ LEP students who have had less than two years of ingtruction in English
for Speakers of Other Language (ESOL) program.

()  Students with disabilities whose individua education plan indicates that
participation in the Statewide assessment program is not appropriate,
consistent with the requirements of the State Board of Education Rule.

(c)  Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an
dternative standardized reading assessment approved by the State
Board of Education. To promote a student using the grade 3 reading
NRT portion of the FCAT as an dternative assessment for good cause
exemption, the grade 3 student must score a or above the 45"
percentile on the grade 3 reading NRT portion of the FCAT. To
promote a student using the SAT 9 as the dternative assessment for
good cause exemption, the student must score a or above the 51%
percentile on the SAT 9. To promote a student using the SAT 10 as an
aternative assessment for good cause exemption, the grade 3 student
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must score at or above the 45™ percentile on the paralel form of the
SAT 10.

(d)  Students, who demonstrate through a student portfolio, that the student
is reading on grade level as evidenced by demonstration of mastery of
Sunshine State Standards in reading equa to at least a Levd 2
performance on FCAT.

(e)  Students with disabilities who participate in the FCAT and who have an
IEP or a Section 504 plan that reflects the student has received
intensve remediation in reading for more than two years but ill
demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previoudy retained in
kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 provided the application of
federal law does not require otherwise.

(f)  Students who have received intensive remediation in reading for two or
more years but till demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were
previoudly retained in kindergarten, gradel, grade 2, or grade 3 for a
total of two years. Intensive remediation for students so promoted must
include an dtered ingtructional day based upon an academic plan that
includes specidized diagnogtic information and specific reading
strategies for each student.

(3) Requestsfor good cause exemptions for students from the mandatory retention
requirement shall be made consistent with the fdlowing:

(8 Documentation shall be submitted from the student's teachers to the
school principal that indicates that the promotion of the student is
appropriate and is based upon the student's academic record. In order
to minimize paperwork requirements, such documentation shall consist
only of the exigting progress monitoring plan, individua education plan, if
applicable, report card or student portfolio.

(b)  Theschool principa shall review and discuss such recommendation with
the teacher and make the determination as to whether the student
should be promoted or retained. If the school principal determines that
the student should be promoted, the school principal shall make
recommendations in writing to the district school superintendent. The
district school superintendent shall accept or reject the school principa's
recommendation in writing.

(4  The parent of any third grade retained student shall be provided written
notification that the child has not met the proficiency level required for
promotion, and the reasons the child is not eligible for a good cause exemption.
The natification must comply with the provisions of 1002.20(14), F.S.
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©)

©)

All retained third grade students shal also have a complete student portfolio
containing 5 examples of each identified FCAT reading benchmark of
independent student work completed in the classroom to document proficiency
before recommending assignment to grade 4 for good cause. Retained third
grade students must be provided intensive interventions in reading to ameliorate
the student’s specific reading deficiency, as identified by a valid and reliable
diagnostic assessment. This intensive intervention must include effective
ingtructional strategies, participation in summer reading camp, and appropriate
teaching methodologies necessary to assist those students in becoming
successful readers, able to read a or above grade level, and ready for
promotion to the next grade. In addition retained third grade students will be
provided with intensive ingtructiona services and supports to remediate
identified areas of reading deficiency, including a minimum of ninety (90)
minutes of daily, uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading instruction
and other dtrategies which may include small group instruction, reduced
teacher-student ratios, more frequent progress monitoring in the manner
described by the Department of Education, tutoring or mentoring, transition
classes containing third and fourth grade students, an extended school day, an
extended school week, an extended school year, or summer reading camps.
Each school district shall provide students who are retained under the
provisions of paragraph 1008.25(5)(b) F.S., with a high performing teacher as
determined by student performance data and above-satisfactory performance
appraisals. In addition to required reading enhancement and acceleration
strategies, parents of students who are to be retained will be provided with at
least one of the following instructional options.

(8 Supplementd tutoring in scientifically research-based reading servicesin
addition to the regular reading block, including tutoring before and/or
after school.

(B A “Read & Home" plan outlined in a parental contract, including
participation in “Families Building Better Readers Workshops’ and
regular parent-guided home reading.

(c) A mentor or tutor with specidized reading training.

Retained grade 3 students who subsequently score at Level 1 on FCAT
reading will be provided an intensive acceleration class. The focus of the
intensive acceleration class will be to increase the students reading level at
least two grade levels in one school year. This class is for a student who
would be spending his third year in third grade. The intensive reading class
will:
(@) Be provided to any student in grade 3 who scores a Level 1 on the
reading FCAT and who was retained in grade 3 the prior year because
of scoring a Level 1 on the reading FCAT;

(b) Have areduced teacher-student ratio;
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()

&)

(c)  Provide uninterrupted reading ingtruction for the mgority of studert
contact time each day.

(d) Incorporate opportunities to master the grade 4 Sunshine State
Standards in other core subject areas.

(e) Use a reading program that is scientifically research-based and has
proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the
same school year.

(f)  Provide intensve language and vocabulary indtruction usng a
scientifically research-based program including use of a speech
language therapist. (This provision does not mandate the use of speech
and language pathologist to be involved in designing the intensive
accelerated class and through multi-stream funding, perhaps work with
certain students whose diagnosed reading deficiencies might best be
addressed by a speech and language pathologist).

(@ Include weekly progress monitoring measures to ensure progress is
being made.

Students who have been retained in grade 3 and who have received intensive
instructional services but who are not ready for grade promotion, as determined
by the principd, shdl have the option of being placed in a transtiona
ingructiona setting.  This setting will be specifically designed to produce
learning gains sufficient to meet grade 4 performance standards while
continuing to remediate the areas of reading deficiency.

The digtrict will report to the State Board of Education the specific intensive
reading interventions and supports implemented at the school district level as
required by 1008.25(7)(B)9, F.S.

3.  ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIGNMENT

a

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that
congtitute socid promotion.

The student may be adminigtratively assigned if:

@)

@

It is determined that an ESE, ESOL or general education student exhibits an
inability to complete identified standards and expectations, even with alowable
modifications.

A student may be administratively assigned where a preponderance of the data

demongtrates that retention of the student will have a negative impact on the
student's academic progress.
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C. The principd or principa’s designee will conference with the student's
parents/guardians and/or send written notification to the student's parents/guardians
prior to the administrative assgnment.

d. Each student who is adminigtratively assigned must have a revised progress
monitoring plan, except those who have an |IEP or LEP Plan.

e. The principal makes the find decision on administrative assignment and the student's
permanent record card and report card shall show "Administratively Assigned to the
Next Grade Level."

f. Information about administrative assignment for students receiving exceptiona student
education services can be found in Section IV of the Student Progression Plan and
School Board Policy 303, Specia Programs and Procedures.

F. VOLUSIA COUNTY SCHOOLS CHARTER DISTRICT WAIVER PROCESS

In order for a school to make mgor curriculum or schedule changes, the district Charter Waiver
process must be completed and approved by the School Board.
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A.

STUDENT PROGRESSION
MIDDLE GRADES6 -8

ENTRANCE TO SCHOOL

1

All children who have attained the age of six years or who will have attained the age of six
years by February 1 of any school year or who are older than 6 years of age but who have
not attained the age of 16 years are required, except as provided for by law, to attend school
regularly during the entire school year.

ENTRY BY TRANSFER

A student who transfers to the Volusia County School District from another school system
or from a home education program shal be adlowed entry and grade placement in
accordance with the following conditions:

a

ACCREDITED SCHOOLS: PUBLIC/NON-PUBLIC

All proof of work at another school offered for acceptance shall be based on an
officia transcript. Work from state or regionally accredited schools or institutions
shall be accepted at face value. Work from non-public schools shall be accepted at
face value if the schoal is listed in the Florida Educational Directory and is accredited
by one of the agencies listed therein. All accepted records are subject to vaidation.

NON-ACCREDITED SCHOOLSHOME EDUCATION

Work, or evidence of achievement of a student transferring into the Volusia County
School Didtrict from a non-accredited school, public or non-public, or a home
education program, shall be evaluated by the principal or hisher designee. Students
shdl be required to validate their current course or grade placement through
satisfactory completion of academic work in the Volusia County School District within
a grading period. An achievement or subject-level test may be used to determine
grade placement if deemed appropriate.

TRANSFER OF GRADES

Grades for a student who enrolls during the last 10 days of a grading period may be
determined by the school district from which the student is transferring. If the
transferring school district will not issue grades for the student, the receiving school
principal may use appropriate assessment instruments to determine grades for the
purpose of progression.
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d.

HEALTH CERTIFICATION/IMMUNIZATION

Certification of a school entry health examination and proof of immunization against
preventable communicable diseases are required of al students upon initia entry into
Florida public schools. New students entering the district may have up to 30 days to
present certification of immunization to the enrolling school. Students who are
identified as homeless who lack documentation should be enrolled in school
immediately, with al requirements for initia entry provided within 30 school days.

B. REQUIRED PROGRAM OF STUDY

1 REQUIRED COURSES

The purpose of this section is to provide added focus and rigor to academics in the middle
grades.

a

Students who entered middle school as sixth graders during 2005-2006 or earlier are
to be enrolled in the following courses at each grade level.

Language arts

Mathematics

Reading

Science

Socid studies

Physica education

Band, chorus, or orchestra, or 1 elective/exploratory course

Students who enter middle school as sixth graders during 2006-2007 and later are to
be enrolled in the following courses a each grade level.

English

Mathematics

Socia Studies

Science

*Reading

Physical Education

Band, Chorus, Orchestra, or an elective/exploratory course

**1 semester course in Career and Education Planning to be completed in grade 7 or
grade 8

*ntensive reading is required for al FCAT reading level 1 students. Students scoring
level 2 on FCAT reading will be placed in either an intensive reading course or a
regular reading course. Students who earn FCAT reading levels 3, 4 or 5 will take
one identified course as approved by the superintendent as their reading courses.
*Students required to re-take a core course may substitute the core course for an
elective.
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**Career and Education planning standards may be integrated in existing courses or
offered as a separate course.

These courses will include the integration of critica thinking skills and computer literacy.

Grade 8 students who score at Level 4 or 5 on FCAT Reading in grade 7 may substitute a
course in foreign language for the reading course at grade 8, provided the applicable class
has space available. If the number of eligible students exceeds the space available in the
applicable class(es), then students shall be sdlected in accordance with criteria approved by
the Superintendent/designee.

Grade 8 students who are selected to participate in the AVID program and who score Level
3, 4 or 5 on FCAT Reading may substitute the AVID course for grade 8 reading.

A student who has not met minimum achievement levels on state assessment tests and for
whom additional diagnostic assessments indicate a significant deficiency in reading will
participate in intensve reading courses instead of enrolling in physical education or
elective/exploratory courses for one or more grading periods. Parent/Guardian notification is
required for enrollment in intensive reading.

A student who has not met minimum achievement levels on state assessment tests and for
whom additional diagnostic assessments indicate a significant deficiency in mathematics may
be digible to participate in intensve mathematics courses instead of enrolling in physical
education or exploratory courses for one or more grading periods. Parent/Guardian
notification is required for enrollment in intensive mathematics.

a Students will be provided with access to enroll in middle grade courses available
through the Forida Virtua School, and will be recognized as having successfully
completed such courses, if students have fulfilled all requirements as specified in the
Volusa County FHorida Virtua School Guide.

b. Each school serving middle grade students, including charter schools, with fewer than
75 percent of its students reading at or above grade level in grade 6, grade 7, or grade
8 as measured by a student scoring at level 3 or above on the FCAT during the prior
school year, must incorporate by October 1 arigorous reading requirement for reading
and language arts programs as the primary component of its school improvement plan.

C. The alocation of interventions and supplementa instruction resources for students
shall occur for students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion
consistent with the district school board’ s plan for student progression.

2. High school courses taken in middle school will be awarded credit upon successtul
completion. If agrade of B or higher is earned in the course, it cannot be repeated.

3 The comprehensive program for middle school grades in the Volusia County School Didtrict

shall include physical education classes staffed by certified physical education teachers. The
comprehensive program will reflect the following program outcomes.
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5.

a Fitness education and assessment to help students to understand, improve, or maintain
their physical well-being.

b. Instruction in a variety of motor skills and physica activities designed to enhance the
physical, mental and socia or emotiona development of every student.

C. Development of, and instruction in, cognitive concepts about motor skills and physica
fitness that support a life-long hedlthy life-style.

d. Opportunities to develop positive social and cooperative skills through participation in
physica activity.

e. Ingtruction in hedthy eating habits and good nutrition.
COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH EDUCATION

Comprehensive health education includes acohol, tobacco and other drug prevention
education, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and communicable disease
prevention, human growth and development, and personal health and hygiene.

Hedlth Education will include the following:

a Abstinence from sexual activity outside of marriage is the expected standard for all
school-age children; and

b. Abstinence from sexua activity is a way to avoid AIDS and other sexualy
communicable diseases.

END-OF-COURSE EXAMINATIONS

End-of -course examinations that cover the course performance standards as aligned with
the Sunshine State Standards are required in al year-long courses in grades 6-8. The end-
of-course examination grade will count as a mgjor test grade in determining the student's
grade for the last marking period.

The end-of-course examination will be given during a specific window of time during the
last grading period as determined by the director of curriculum and program accountability.
No student should be required to take more than two end-of-course examinations in one
school day.

MAKE-UP WORK
For an excused absence, a reasonable time will be alowed for the student to complete make-
up work requirements for credit as set forth in individual school policy. Make-up work for

unexcused absences shall be governed by the terms established in each individua school’s
policy, which may include the assessment of a letter grade penalty.
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7.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS

All students will have equal access to the appropriate instructional programs. Students will
not be restricted because of limited English proficiency.

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION PROGRAM

A student may not be given specia instruction or services as an exceptional student until
after he or she has been properly evaluated, classified, and placed in the manner prescribed
by rules of the State Board of Education. However, the provision of differentiated education
services in support of the general education curriculum shall not be considered as treating a
student as an exceptiona education student.

For additional information regarding approved programs of study for students served in
exceptional student education, see Section IV of the Student Progression Plan and School
Board Policy 303, Specia Programs and Procedures.

PARTICIPATION IN STATE-WIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

All students are expected to participate in the state-wide assessment program except for (1)
students with an active IEP for whom alternative assessment has been identified on the |IEP;
and (2) students who have received services in a program operated in accordance with an
approved district LEP program for two years or less, and who have been recommended for
exemption by a mgority of the students LEP committee. In this instance, aternative
assessments must be identified.

C. DISTRICT GRADE SCALE AND QUALITY POINT VALUE

1

2.

Letter grades are areflection of the student’s level of academic achievement on the courses
performance standards as defined in the middle school curriculum guides'maps. The
following grade scale shal be used to determine a letter grade and the following quality point
system shall be used to determine grade point average and honor roll:

Grade Grade Qudity Description
Range Points

A 90-100 4.0 Outstanding Progress

B 80-89 3.0 Above Average Progress

C 70-79 2.0 Average Progress
(Mastery/Proficiency)

D 60-69 1.0 Lowest Acceptable Progress

F 0-59 0.0 Failure

I In progress/Improvement needed
A letter grade average for afinal course grade is determined by adding the equivaent quality

points. The sum is divided by the number of letter grades represented. The average will
then be converted to the equivalent letter grade according to the following table:
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A=35-40
B=25-34
C=15-24
D=10-14
F =below 1.0

3. The conduct grade shall be assigned on the basis of the following numerical designation:

Conduct is satisfactory 1
Conduct needs improvement 2
Conduct is unsatisfactory 3

4. Honor roll recognition shal be based on the following criteria

(8 anaverage of 3.0 or above quality points;
(b)  no morethan one C;

(c) noletter grade below C; and

(d)  al conduct grades of 1.

5. Schools shdl not exempt students from academic performance regquirements, such as fina
exams, based on practices or policies designed to encourage student attendance. A
student’s attendance record may not be used in whole or in part to provide an exemption
from any academic performance requirement.

D. ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION

Each student must participate in the statewide assessment tests required by statute. Each student
who does not meet district or state specific levels of performance must be provided with additional
diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty and areas of academic
need and shall be provided an academic improvement plan. This shall include students who are
identified as homeless.

1 The specific levels of performance are determined by the following:

a The local district school board in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each
grade level; and

b. The state commissioner for statewide assessments at selected grade levels. The
teacher will identify, as soon as possible, for the principa and parents/guardians, those
students who are not making satisfactory progress toward appropriate grade level
standards and specific levels of performance.

2. PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN
a When required, the school in which the student is enrolled must develop, in

consultation with the parent, and must implement a progress monitoring plan designed
to assist the student in meeting state and district expectations for proficiency.
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b. If the student is identified as having a deficiency in reading, the progress monitoring
plan shall identify the student’ s specific area of weaknessin (1) phonemic awareness,
(2) phonics, (3) fluency, (4) comprehension, and (5) vocabulary. The reading
progress monitoring plan shal aso identify the desired levels of performance in the
student’ s specific areas of weakness and the instructional and support services to be
provided to meet the desired levels of performance. District school boards shall assist
schools and teachers to implement research-based activities that have been shown to
be successful in teaching reading to low-performing students.

C. Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented deficiency has not been remediated in
accordance with the progress monitoring plan, the student may be retained. Each
student who does not meet the minimum performance expectations defined by the
commissioner of education for the statewide assessment test in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics must continue to be provided with interventions or
supplemental instruction until (1) the expectations are met, or (2) the student
graduates from high school, or (3) the student is not subject to compulsory school
attendance.

d. Students scoring level 2 on FCAT Reading will be placed in either an intensive
reading course or aregular reading course.

Students scoring at level 1 or level 2 on FCAT Mathematics will receive diagnostic
assessment and appropriate intervention and instruction the following year. Students
will be placed in ether an intensive math course or a content area course in which
mathematics strategies are delivered.

Students scoring below level 3 on FCAT Reading or Mathematics may be required to
attend remediation programs held before or after school hours or during the summer if
trangportation is provided.

3. LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS

Each student classified as limited English proficient is required to have an individualized LEP
student plan which must include results of academic assessment and must aso outline the
instructional services to be provided. The LEP student plan may serve as the progress
monitoring plan if it addresses the student's academic needs in reading, writing, science, and
mathematics.

4. STUDENTS WITH EXCEPTIONALITIES

Each student identified as exceptional, is required to have an |EP, which must include results
of academic assessment and must also outline the instructional services to be provided. With
the exception of students identified as speech impaired only, the IEP will serve as the
progress monitoring plan and address the student's academic and other identified needs.

For additional information regarding approved programs of study for students served in

exceptional student education, see Section 1V of the Student Progression Plan and School
Board Policy 303, Specia Programs and Procedures.
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E. STUDENT PROGRESSION IN THE MIDDLE GRADES

1 PROMOTION

a  Sdtisfactory completion of course requirements is based on the following criteria

(1)

)

©)

The student has mastered 70 percent of the student performance standards as
listed for the course in the appropriate middle school curriculum guide/map as
aligned with the Sunshine State Standards. Acceptable progress toward these
standards is to be measured by teacher observation and judgment, classroom
assgnments, and examinations (teacher-made or other localy-and/or state-
developed test instruments).

The student has satisfactorily completed other course requirements through
observation and judgment, classroom assignments, examinations (teacher-made
or other localy-and/or state-developed test instruments), attendance, and other
associated data.

The student has made acceptable progress toward the state-identified student
performance standards as aigned with the Sunshine State Standards and in
mathematics, reading, science, and writing as measured by statewide
assessments.

b. Promotion to the Next Grade Leve

For students who entered sixth grade during 2005-2006 or before, in order to be
promoted from grade 6 to grade 7 to grade 8 to grade 9 a student must make
acceptable progress in at least five courses per grade leve to include mathematics
and reading.

Beginning with students entering grade 6 during the 2006-2007 school yesar, in order to
be promoted from grade 6 to grade 7 to grade 8, astudent must make acceptable
progress in at least five of seven courses per grade leve to include at least three of
the four core courses:  English, mathematics, science and socia studies.

In order to be promoted to grade 9, middle school students must successfully complete
the following:

3 coursesin English

3 coursesin Mathematics
3 coursesin Socia Studies
3 coursesin Science

C. Promotion/Change of Grade Placement During the School Y ear

A decision for promotion to the next grade during the year can be made by the
principal(s), considering the recommendation of the classroom teachers with the
permission of the parent/guardian when the performance standards have been met.

Section |1, Page 8



INSTRUCTIONAL POLICIES NUMBER 307

A decision for a change of grade placement to a lower grade during the school year
can be made by the principal(s), considering the recommendation of the classroom
teacher, with the permission of the parent/guardian. The student’s permanent record
card and report card will reflect the promotion/change of grade placement. A
conference with the parent/guardian must be offered prior to promotion/change of
grade placement.

Promotion of the Exceptional Student

Determination of the appropriate progression of the student enrolled in ESE will be
based on acceptable progress toward the identified instructional objectives in
compliance with the IEP. The exceptional student education teacher and/or the
general education teacher has the primary responsbility for determining each
student's level of performance and ability to function academically at the next grade
level -- subject to review by the principal. (For additiona information regarding
approved programs of study for students served in exceptional student education, see
Section 1V of the Student Progression Plan and School Board Policy 303, Specid
Programs and Procedures.)

2. RETENTION

A student who does not meet the established criteria for promotion for his or her grade level
will be retained.

a

C.

A student who is retained must receive an intensive program that is different from
the previous year's program and takes into account the student's learning style.

An appropriate aternative placement must be provided for a student who has been
retained two or more years. In al retention situations, there must be progress
monitoring plan. A copy of the plan will be placed in the student's cumulative folder.
The student's permanent record card and report card shall show "Retained in the
Same Grade."

A parent/guardian shall be notified in writing of the student’ s retention.

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIGNMENT

a

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that
congtitute socia promotion.

A student may be administratively assigned as follows:

() It is determined that an ESE, ESOL, or general education student exhibits an
inability to complete identified standards and expectations, even with allowable
modifications.

(2 A preponderance of the data demonstrates that retention of the student will
have a negative impact on the student’ s academic progress.
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C. Administrative assgnment which exceeds one grade level during any one school
year must be approved by the superintendent and/or superintendent’ s designee.

d. The student's permanent record card and report card sl show "Adminigtratively
Assigned to the next grade level.”

e The principa or principa’s designee will conference with the student's
parents/guardians and/or send written notification to the student's parents/guardians
prior to the administrative assignment.

f. All administratively assigned students must have a revised progress monitoring plan
except those who have an |EP or LEP Plan.

o] The principad makes the final decision regarding administrative assgnment. The
student's permanent record card and report card shall show “Administratively
Assigned to the next grade level”.
F.  VOLUSIA COUNTY SCHOOLS CHARTER DISTRICT WAIVER PROCESS

In order for a school to make major curriculum or schedule changes, the district Charter Waiver
Process must be completed and approved by the School Board.
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STUDENT PROGRESSION
HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 9-12

ENTRANCE TO SCHOOL - TRANSFER OF CREDITS - INCOMING TRANSFERS -

CREDITS/GRADE PLACEMENTS

All children who have attained the age of six years or who will have attained the age of six years
by February 1 of any school year or who are older than six years of age but who have not attained
the age of 16 years, except as provided by law, are required to attend school regularly during the
entire school year. A student who transfers to the Volusia County School District from another
school system or from a home education program shall be alowed entry, grade placement, and
credits leading to graduation in accordance with the following conditions:

1

ACCREDITED SCHOOLS: PUBLIC/NON-PUBLIC

All proof of work or credits earned at another school offered for acceptance shall be based
on an official transcript. Work or credits from state or regionaly accredited schools or
ingtitutions shall be accepted at face value. The following state accrediting agencies are
recognized: National Council on Private School Accreditation (NCPSA) member agencies,
the Florida Council on Independent Schools (FCIS), and the Florida Association of Chrigtian
Colleges and Schools (FACCS). All accepted records are subject to validation.

NON-ACCREDITED SCHOOLSHOME EDUCATION

The procedure for the acceptance of transfer work and credit for students entering Volusia
County Schools shall be as follows:

a

Credits and grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be based on officia
transcripts and shall be accepted at face value subject to validation if required by
the receiving school’ s accreditation. If validation of the official transcript is deemed
necessary, or if the student does not possess an officia transcript or is a home
education student, credits shall be vdidated through performance during the first
grading period as outlined in subsection (2) of thisrule.

Validation of credits shall be based on performance in classes at the leceiving
school. A student transferring into a school shall be placed at the appropriate
sequential course level and should have a minimum grade point average of 2.0 at
the end of the first grading period. Students who do not meet this requirement shall
have credits vdidated using the Alternative Validation Procedure, as outlined in
subsection (3) below.

Alternative Vaidation Procedure. If validation based on performance as described

above is not satisfactory, then any one of the following aternatives shall be used for
validation purposes as determined by the teacher, principal, and parent:
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(1) Portfolio evaluation by the superintendent or designee;

(2) Written recommendation by a Florida certified teacher selected by the parent
and approved by the principd;

(3) Demongtrated performance in courses taken through dua enrollment or at
other public or private accredited schoals,

(4) Demonstrated proficiencies on nationally-normed standardized subject area
assessments;

(5) Demonstrated proficiencies on the FCAT; or

(6) Written review of the criteria utilized for a given subject provided by the
former school. Students must be provided at least ninety (90) days from date
of transfer to prepare for assessments outlined in paragraphs (c)(4) and (5) of
this policy if required.

3. TRANSFER STUDENT GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A student transferring into the district may be permitted to graduate with fewer than the
prescribed number of credits if the student has met al requirements of the school district or
state from which hefshe is transferring. This student, however, should meet as many
Volusia digtrict requirements as practical during the time period that the student is in
attendance in the Volusia County School District. Requirements of the School District of
Volusia County which cannot be met in the remaining time before the date of graduation
shall be waived. This waiver excludes any courses required for graduation by the previous
school district which have been failed by the student and any Volusia district or state of
Florida testing requirements for graduation.

4. TRANSFER OF GRADES

Grades for a student who enrolls during the last 10 days of a grading period may be
determined by the school district from which the student is transferring. If the transferring
school district will not issue grades for the student, the receiving school principa may use
appropriate assessment instruments to determine grades for the purpose of progression.

5. HEALTH CERTIFICATION/IMMUNIZATION

Certification of a school entry hedth examination and proof of immunization against
preventable communicable diseases are required of al students upon initia entry into Florida
public schools. New students entering the district may have up to 30 days to present
certification of immunization to the enrolling school.

6. Credits earned through The Florida Virtua High School will be accepted at face vaue if
students have fulfilled al requirements as specified in the Florida Virtual School Guide.
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B. PROGRAM OF STUDY

1 INSTRUCTIONAL DAY

a

Credits are based upon student work during instructional hours. Students participating
in academic instructiona activities away from the school site will be counted as being
in school when the ingtructional activity is directly related to the instructiona outcomes
of an ongoing class or of any of the classes missed, and al classwork and homework
are made up for any class missed.

Early dismissal of school occurs only by specific action of the school board or as
authorized by the superintendent or designee.

2. COURSE OF STUDY/CREDITS

a

COURSE DEFINED/TIME REQUIREMENT FOR AWARDING CREDIT

() A course is a subject and/or combination of subjects which has student
performance standards as defined in Florida Statutes. Applied, integrated, and
combined courses that provide flexibility for students to enroll in courses that
are creative and meet individua learning styles and student needs may be used.
A student may not be awarded a credit if he/she has not been in attendance for
ingruction for a minimum of 135 hours (120 hours in schools with block
scheduling) and/or he/she has not demonstrated acceptable progress on the
student performance standards in the course of study as provided by rules of
the district school board.

(2 In summer school, one credit is a minimum of 135 hours of ingtruction in a
designated course which contains student performance standards as specified
in Florida Statutes unless the student has demonstrated acceptable progress on
the student performance standards as provided by curriculum frameworks of
the district school board.

(3)  One-hdf credit is awarded for acceptable completion of 67.5 hours and/or the
student has demonstrated acceptable progress on the student performance
standards as provided by curriculum frameworks of the district school board.

(4)  Course credit will be awarded on a semester basis (one-half credit).

MAKE-UP WORK REQUIREMENTS FOR ABSENCES

For an excused absence, a reasonable time will be alowed for the student to complete

make-up work requirements for credit as set forth in individua school policy. Make-

up work for unexcused absences shall be governed by the terms established in each
individual school’s policy, which may include the assessment of aletter grade pendlty.
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CREDIT FOR LEVEL 1 COURSES

Students may not be scheduled into Level 1 (one) courses without justification as evidenced
by criteria documented on the “Progress Monitoring Plan” with signed approval by the
principal, guidance counselor and a parent/guardian, or the student if 18 years of age or
older. Failure to return a signed Progress Monitoring Plan will be interpreted as a “refusal”
of services. If services are refused, a student may still be placed in a Level 1 course after
further evauation by school-based personnd. Such continued evauation must include
efforts to contact the student’s parent or guardian.

COURSE ELIGIBILITY

Any course used to meet subject area requirements for graduation must be designated as
such in the Florida Course Code Directory or in the Volusia County Schools Dual-enrollment
guide.

Any course listed in the district program of studies as appropriate for Grade 9 or above may
fulfill an elective credit for graduation. Remedia and compensatory courses may only be
counted as elective credit. Study hall and other courses identified as non-credit, adult basic

education or GED preparation may not be so used to fulfill graduation requirements.

5. APPROVED PROGRAMS OF STUDY
a STANDARD DIPLOMA GRAUATION REQUIREMENTS
For Students Who Entered Ninth Grade in 2004-2005 or 2005-2006
2Crediy Superintendent’s . w&(;_%drm m&(;_%drm
Subject Area dyear Diploma of Distinction 1B Curriculum College Preparatory Career Preparatory
Traditional Program (Graduation Flag 15)
(Graduation Flag 13) Program™= Program™=
(Graduation Flag 18) | (Graduation Flag 19)

English 4 credits, with major 4 credits, with major 4 credits 4 credits, with major 4 credits, with major
concentration in concentration in composition concentration in concentration in composition
composition and literature| and literature composition and literature| and literature

Mathematics |3 credits, one of which |3 credits, one of which 3 credits, one of which |3 credits at the Algebra | |3 credits, one of which
must be Algebra |, a must be Algebra I, a series | must be Algebra |, a level or above from the  [must be Algebra I, a series
series of courses of courses equivalent to series of courses list of courses that qualify| of courses equivalent to
equivalent to Algebra | or| Algebra | or in a higher- equivalent to Algebra | or|for state university Algebra | or in a higher-
in a higher-level level mathematics course |in a higher-level admission level mathematics course
mathematics course mathematics course

Science 3 credits in natural 3 credits in natural science; |3 credits 3 credits in natural 3 credits in natural science;
science; mustinclude 1 |must include 1 credit in science; two must have |two must have a laboratory
credit in biology and 1 |biology and 1 credit in a laboratory component. |component.
credit in physical physical science,
science, chemistry, or |chemistry, or physics
physics
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Social Studies |1 credit world history |1 credit world history 4 credits to include 1 credit world history |1 credit world history
1 credit American history |1 credit American history | Theory of Knowledge |1 credit American history|1 credit American history
Y credit Economics Y% credit Economics Y credit Economics Y credit Economics
Y% credit American % credit American Y% credit American % credit American
Government Government Government Government
Foreign Not required for high Not required for high school |3 credits 2 credits in the same Not required.
Language school graduation, but | graduation, but required for language or
required for admission  [admission into state demonstrated proficiency
into state universities universities in a second language
Practical Arts/ |1 credit practical arts, |1 credit practical arts, Not required Not required 3 credits in single
Performing Fine | career/technical career/technical education vocational/career education
Arts education or exploratory |or exploratory career program
career education education OR
OR OR 3 credits in single
1 credit performing fine |1 credit performing fine arts careerftechnical certificate
ans OR dual enroliment
OR Y% credit in practical arts OR
Y credit in practical arts |and 5 credits in
and Y credit in performing fine vocational/career education
Vs credit in performing | arts courses (including 3 credits
fine arts in one sequential career and
technical program)
Life 5 credit .5 credit Not required Not required Not required
Management
Skills
Physical 1 credit, including .5 1 credit, including .5 credit | Not required Not required Not required
Education credit personal fitness | personal fitness and .5
and .5 credit physical | credit physical education
education
Electives 8.5 credits 8.5 credits 8 credits in electives or |3 credits (must meet 2 credits unless 5 credits in
additional school state university careerftechnical education
program requirements | admission requirements) | earned
Other Complete 100 hours of 1 credit in additional
community service. content area requirement.
Participate in ACT or SAT |Complete 150 hours of
during Junior and Senior | Community Action
years. The second year [Service.
test may be waived with an | Submit and acceptable
appropriate SAT or ACT  |Extended Essay.
score as determined by the | Sit for required
Directors of K-12 examinations in six
Curriculum and Program  |subjects.**
Accountability.
Total 24 credits 24 credits* 26 credits 18 credits**** 18 credits
State Eam a passing score on [Eam a passing score on  [Eam a passing score on [Eam a passing score on [Eam a passing score on
Assessment  [the reading and math  [the reading and math Grade | the reading and math  |the Grade 10 FCAT or a |the reading and math Grade
Requirements  |Grade 10 FCAT ora |10 FCAT or a standardized |Grade 10 FCAT ora  |standardized test thatis |10 FCAT or a standardized
standardized test that is | test that is concordant with | standardized test that is | concordant with the test that is concordant with
concordant with the the passing score onthe [ concordant with the passing score on the the passing score on the
passing score on the FCAT (ACT or SAT) passing score on the FCAT (ACT or SAT)  |FCAT (ACT or SAT)
FCAT (ACT or SAT) FCAT (ACT or SAT)
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Grade Point
Average

Earn a cumulative GPA
of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale

Earn a cumulative weighted
GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale
and eamn a weighted grade
that eamns 3.0 point or its
equivalent in each of the
Advanced Placement
courses.

Earn a cumulative GPA
of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale

Earn a cumulative GPA
of 350na4.0scalein
the courses required for
the college prep program
and earn a weighted or
unweighted grade that
earns at least 3.0 points
or its equivalent in each
of the 18 required credits.

Earn a cumulative GPA of
3.00na4.0scalein the
courses required for the
career prep program and
earn a weighted or
unweighted grade that earns
at least 2.0 points or its
equivalent in each of the 18
required credits.

* Students must successfully complete four (4) Advanced Placement courses to include at least two
(2) subject areas and score 3 or higher on at least three (3) Advanced Placement exams.

**|n order to earn an IB diploma the student must pass at least three (3) high-level exams and three
(3) subsidiary-level exams.

***To select a 3year graduation program a student must have achieved at least an FCAT reading
achievement level 3, an FCAT mathematics achievement level 3, and an FCAT writing score of 3 on
the most recent assessments taken by the student. A student must select a graduation program prior
to the end of ninth grade. If at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track to meet the credit,
assessment, or grade point average requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the
school shal notify the parent of the requirements the student is not meeting, the specific performance
necessary in grade 11 and the right of the student to change to the four-year program. The student
will automaticaly by changed to the four-year program if the student exercises his or her right to
change to the four-year program; fails to earn five credits by the end of grade 9 or fails to earn 11
credits by the end of grade 10; does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade 10 FCAT writing
assessment; or by the end of grade 11 does not meet the requirements of the 3year graduation

option.

**x*%All courses earned toward the 18-credit/3-year College Prep Program must satisfy admission
requirements for the state university system. At least 6 of the 18 credits must be in classes that are
honors, dua enroliment, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced
International Certificate of Education (AICE), or specificaly listed as rigorous by the Departmernt of
Education.

For Students Who Entered Ninth Grade in 2006-2007 School Y ear

24-Credit/ . .
m 18-Credit/ 18-Credit/
_y_. . . , . 3-year College 3-year Career
Subiect Area Traditional Superintendent’s IB Curriculum Preparato Preparator
SUDJECt Area Program Diploma of Distinction | (Graduation Flag 15) Pro ram**}* Pro ram**)*
Graduation J—. _g_.
(W (Graduation Flag 18) | (Graduation Flag 19)
English 4 credits, with {4 credits, with major 4 credits 4 credits, with major 4 credits, with major
major concentration in composition concentration in concentration in composition
concentration in |and literature composition and literature| and literature
composition and
literature
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Mathematics 3 credits, one of |3 credits, one of which 3 credits, one of which |3 credits at the Algebra | |3 credits, one of which
which must be  [must be Algebra |, a series |must be Algebra |, a level or above from the |must be Algebra I, a series
Algebral, a of courses equivalent to series of courses list of courses that qualify] of courses equivalent to
series of Algebra | or in a higher- equivalent to Algebra | or|for state university Algebra | or in a higher-
courses level mathematics course |in a higher-level admission level mathematics course
equivalent to mathematics course
Algebralorina
higher-level
mathematics
course

Science 3 credits in 3 credits in natural science; |3 credits 3 credits in natural 3 credits in natural science;

natural science;
must include 1
credit in biology

must include 1 credit in
biology and 1 credit in
physical science,

science; two must have
a laboratory component.

two must have a laboratory
component.

admission into
state universities

and 1 creditin  [chemistry, or physics
physical
science,
chemistry, or
physics
Social Studies 1creditworld |1 credit world history 4 credits to include 1 credit world history 1 credit world history
history 1 credit American history [ Theory of Knowledge |1 credit American history|1 credit American history
1 credit % credit Economics Y% credit Economics % credit Economics
American % credit American Y% credit American % credit American
history Government Government Government
Y% credit
Economics
Y% credit
American
Government
Foreign Language Not required for | Not required for high school | 3 credits 2 credits in the same Not required.
high school graduation, but required for language or
graduation, but  [admission into state demonstrated proficiency
required for universities in a second language

Practical Arts/
Performing Fine Arts

1 credit practical
arts,
career/technical
education or
exploratory
career education
OR

1 credit
performing fine
arns

OR

% creditin
practical arts
and

% creditin
performing fine
arns

1 credit practical arts,
career/technical education
or exploratory career
education

OR

1 credit performing fine arts
OR

Y% credit in practical arts
and

Y% credit in performing fine
arns

Not required

Not required

3 credits in single
vocational/career education
program

OR

3 credits in single
career/technical certificate
dual enrollment

OR

5 credits in
vocational/career education
courses (including 3 credits
in one sequential career and
technical program)
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Life Management Skills |.5 credit .5 credit Not required Not required Not required

Physical Education 1 credit, 1 credit, including .5 credit | Not required Not required Not required
including .5 personal fitness and .5
credit personal | credit physical education
fitness and .5
credit physical
education

Electives 8.5 credits 8.5 credits 8 credits in electives or |3 credits (must meet 2 credits unless 5 credits in

additional school state university careerftechnical education
program requirements | admission requirements) |eamed

Other Complete 100 hours of 1 credit in additional

community service. content area requirement.
Participate in ACT or SAT |Complete 150 hours of
during Junior and Senior | Community Action
years. The second year [Service.

test may be waived with an [ Submit and acceptable
appropriate SAT or ACT  |Extended Essay.

score as determined by the | Sit for required

Directors of K-12 examinations in six
Curriculum and Program  |subjects.**
Accountability.

Total 24 credits 24 credits* 26 credits 18 credits**** 18 credits

State Assessment Earn a passing |Earn a passing score on  |Earn a passing score on |Earn a passing score on |Earn a passing score on

Requirements score on the the reading, math, and the reading, math, and  |the reading, math, and  |the reading, math, and
reading, math, |writing Grade 10 FCAT or |writing Grade 10 FCAT |writing Grade 10 FCAT |writing Grade 10 FCAT or
and writing a standardized test thatis  |or a standardized test ~ [or a standardized test  |a standardized test that is
Grade 10 FCAT | concordant with the passing |that is concordant with  |that is concordant with | concordant with the passing
ora score on the FCAT (ACT  [the passing score on the |the passing score on the |score on the FCAT (ACT
standardized test{or SAT) FCAT (ACT or SAT)  [FCAT (ACT or SAT)  |or SAT)
that is
concordant with
the passing
score on the
FCAT (ACT or
SAT)

Grade Point Average |Earna Earn a cumulative weighted|Earn a cumulative GPA |Earn a cumulative GPA [Earn a cumulative GPA of
cumulative GPA|GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale |of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale of 350na4.0scalein |3.00na4.0scaleinthe
of20ona4.0 |andean aweighted grade the courses required for | courses required for the
scale that eamns 3.0 point or its the college prep program | career prep program and

equivalent in each of the
Advanced Placement
COurses.

and earn a weighted or
unweighted grade that
earns at least 3.0 points
or its equivalent in each
of the 18 required credits.

earn a weighted or
unweighted grade that eamns
at least 2.0 points or its
equivalent in each of the 18
required credits.

* Students must successfully complete four (4) Advanced Placement courses to include at least two
(2) subject areas and score 3 or higher on at least three (3) Advanced Placement exams.

**|n order earn an 1B Diploma the student must pass at least three (3) high-level exams and three
(3) subsidiary-level exams.
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***To select a 3year graduation program, a student must have achieved at least an FCAT reading
achievement level 3, an FCAT mathematics achievement level 3, and an FCAT writing score of 3
on the most recent assessments taken by the student. A student must select a graduation program
prior to the end of ninth grade. If at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track to meet the credit,
assessment, or grade point average requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the
school shdl notify the parent of the requirements the student is not meeting, the specific
performance necessary in grade 11 and the right of the student to change to the four-year program.
The student will automaticaly be changed to the four-year program if the student exercises his or
her right to change to the four-year program; fails to earn five credits by the end of grade 9 or fails
to earn 11 credits by the end of grade 10; does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade 10
FCAT writing assessment; or by the end of grade 11 does not meet the requirements of the 3-year
graduation option.

**** All courses earned toward the 18-credit/3-year College Prep Program must satisfy admission
requirements for the state university system. At least 6 of the 18 credits must be in classes that are
dua enrollment, Advanced Placement (AP), Internationa Baccadaureate (IB), Advanced
International Certificate d Education (AICE), or specifically listed as rigorous by the Department of

Education.

For Students Who Entered Ninth Gradein 2007-2008 School Y ear

18-Credit/

concentration in

concentration in composition

concentration in

24-Credit/ 3vear Collede 18-Credit/
Sublect Area 4-year Traditional Superintendent’s [B Curriculum W‘ 3-year Career Preparatory
SLDIECLAree Program Diploma of Distinction | (Graduation Flag 15) P_ropramf Program***
(Grad Flag TBD) rogram— (Grad Flag TBD)
Grad Fla (Grad Flag TBD) Grid A
English 4 credits, with major |4 credits, with major 4 credits 4 credits, with major 4 credits, with major

concentration in composition

science; must include 1
credit in biology and 1
credit in physical
science, chemistry, or
physics

must include 1 credit in
biology and 1 creditin
physical science,

chemistry, or physics

science; two must have
a laboratory component.

composition and and literature composition and literature |and literature
literature

Mathematics 4 credits, one of which |4 credits, one of which must |3 credits, one of which |3 credits at the Algebra | |3 credits, one of which must
must be Algebral,a  |be Algebra |, a series of must be Algebral, a level or above from the  [be Algebra |, a series of
series of courses courses equivalent to series of courses list of courses that qualify [ courses equivalent to
equivalent to Algebra | [Algebra I or in a higher-level |equivalent to Algebra | or [for state university Algebra | or in a higher-level
or in a higher-level mathematics course in a higher-level admission mathematics course
mathematics course mathematics course

Science 3 credits in natural 3 credits in natural science; |3 credits 3 credits in natural 3 credits in natural science;

two must have a laboratory
component.

Social Studies

1 credit world history

1 credit world history

4 credits to include

1 credit world history

1 credit world history

1 credit American 1 credit American history | Theory of Knowledge |1 credit American history |1 credit American history
history Y credit Economics Y credit Economics Y credit Economics

Y% credit Economics  [¥2 credit American Y% credit American Y credit American

Y% credit American Government Government Government
Government
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Foreign Language [ Not required for high Not required for high school |3 credits 2 credits in the same Not required.
school graduation, but [ graduation, but required for language or demonstrated
required for admission | admission into state proficiency in a second
into state universities | universities language
Fine or 1 credit 1 credit Not required Not required Not required
Performing Arts
Practical Arts Not required Not required Not required Not required 3 credits in single
vocational/career education
program
OR
3 credits in single
career/technical certificate
dual enrollment
OR
5 credits in
vocational/career education
courses (including 3 credits
in one sequential career and
technical program)
Physical 1 credit in physical 1 credit in physical Not required Not required Not required
Education education to include the |education to include the
integration of health integration of health
Electives 8 credits, of which: 8 crediits, of which: 8 credits in electives or |3 credits (must meet state|2 credits unless 5 credits in
additional school program |university admission career/technical education
- 4 creditsinamajor |- 4creditsina requirements requirements) earned
area of interest major area of interest
- 4 credits in elective |- 4 credits in elective
courses, which may be |courses, which may be
combined to allow for a |combined to allow for a
second major area of  |second major area of
interest, a minor area of |interest, a minor area of
interest (3 credits), interest (3 credits), individual
individual elective elective courses, intensive
courses, intensive reading or mathematics
reading or mathematics |intervention courses, or
intervention courses, or |credit recovery courses
credit recovery courses
Other Complete 100 hours of 1 credit in additional
community service. content area requirement.
Participate in ACT or SAT | Complete 150 hours of
during Junior and Senior Community Action
years. The second year  |Service.
test may be waived with an | Submit and acceptable
appropriate SAT or ACT Extended Essay.
score as determined by the |Sit for required
Directors of K-12 examinations in six
Curriculum and Program  |subjects.™
Accountability.
Total 24 credits 24 credits* 26 credits 18 credits**** 18 credits
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State Assessment| Earn a passing score

Earn a passing score on the

Earn a passing score on

Earn a passing score on

Earn a passing score on the

that earns 3.0 point or its
equivalent in each of the
Advanced Placement
courses.

the college prep program
and earn a weighted or
unweighted grade that
earns at least 3.0 points
or its equivalent in each
of the 18 required credits.

Requirements on the reading, math,  [reading, math, and writing ~ |the reading, math, and  |the reading, math, and | reading, math, and writing
and writing Grade 10  [Grade 10 FCAT or a writing Grade 10 FCAT |writing Grade 10 FCAT |Grade 10 FCAT or a
FCAT or a standardized | standardized test that is or a standardized test that | or a standardized test that | standardized test that is
test that is concordant | concordant with the passing [is concordant withthe  [is concordant with the | concordant with the passing
with the passing score |score on the FCAT (ACT or | passing score on the passing score on the score on the FCAT (ACT or
on the FCAT (ACT or [SAT) FCAT (ACT or SAT) FCAT (ACT or SAT) SAT)
SAT)
Grade Point Earn a cumulative Earn a cumulative weighted |Earn a cumulative GPA [Earn a cumulative GPA [Earn a cumulative GPA of
Average GPAof20onad0 |[GPAof3.0ona4.0scale |of2.0o0na4.0 scale of350na4.0scalein [3.00ona4.0scaleinthe
scale and eamn a weighted grade the courses required for | courses required for the

career prep program and
earn a weighted or
unweighted grade that earns
at least 2.0 points or its
equivalent in each of the 18
required credits.

* Students must successfully complete four (4) Advanced Placement courses to include at least two
(2) subject areas and score 3 or higher on at least three (3) Advanced Placement exams.

**|n order to earn an 1B Diploma the student must pass at least three high-level examinations and
three subsidiary-level examinations.

***To select a 3year graduation program, a student must have achieved at least an FCAT reading
achievement level 3, an FCAT mathematics achievement level 3, and an FCAT writing score of 3
on the most recent assessments taken by the student. A student must select a graduation program
prior to the end of ninth grade. If at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track to meet the credit,
assessment, or grade point average requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the
school shdl notify the parent of the requirements the student is not meeting, the specific
performance necessary in grade 11 and the right of the student to change to the four-year program.
The student will automaticaly be changed to the four-year program if the student exercises his or
her right to change to the four-year program,; fails to earn five credits by the end of grade 9 or fails
to earn 11 credits by the end of grade 10; does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade 10
FCAT writing assessment; or by the end of grade 11 does not meet the requirements of the 3-year
graduation option.

***x* All courses earned toward the 18-credit/3-year College Prep Program must satisfy admission
requirements for the state university system. At least 6 of the 18 credits must be in classes that are
dua enrollment, Advanced Placement (AP), Internationa Baccadaureate (IB), Advanced
International Certificate of Education (AICE), or specificaly listed as rigorous by the Department of
Education.

b. Students who enter grade 9 beginning with the 2001-2002 school year will be required to

successfully complete one credit in biology; one credit in physical science, chemistry, or
physics; and one science eective prior to graduation.
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**|nternational Baccalaureate applies only to Deland High School and Spruce Creek High Schooal.
All 1B students will have met graduation requirements with the successful completion of the IB
curriculum including the Extended Essay, the CAS (Community Action Service) project, and dtting
for required examinations in six subject aress.

***One mathematics credit must be in Algebral, in a series of courses equivalent to Algebral, or in
a higher-level mathematics course.

****Eor students entering ninth grade before 2004-2005, the Socia studies credits must include 2
credits in World Higtory, 1 credit in American History, ¥z credit in Economics and Y2 credit in
American Government. 1 credit in AP American History may be substituted for 1 credit World
History. Beginning with students entering ninth grade in 2004-2005 and after, students will be
required to complete 3 credits in sociad studies to include one credit in World History, 1 credit in
American History, %2 credit Economics and Y2 credit in American Government. One additional
credit in electives will be required (for atotal of 8.5 eective credits).

**xxxSocia studies credits must include 1 credit in World History, 1 credit in American History, %2
credit in Economics and %2 credit in American Government.

*rxxxx Any student who selected an accelerated graduation program and submitted a signed
parental consent before July 1, 2004, may continue that program, and al statutory program
requirements that were applicable when the student made the program choice. To select a 3-year
graduation program, a student must have achieved at least an FCAT reading achievement level 3, an
FCAT mathematics achievement level 3, and an FCAT writing score of 3 on the most recent
assessments taken by the student. A student must select a graduation program prior to the end of
ninth grade. If, at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track to meet the credit, assessment, or
grade point average requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the school shall
notify the parent of the requirements the student is not meeting, the specific performance necessary
in grade 11 and the right of the student to change to the four-year program. The student will
automatically be changed to the four-year program if the student exercises his or her right to change
to the four-year program; fails to earn five credits by the end of grade 9 or failsto earn 11 credits by
the end of grade 10; does not ahieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade 10 FCAT writing
assessment; or by the end of grade 11 does not meet the requirements of the 3year graduation

option.

#Students entering ninth grade in 2007-2008 and after will be required to earn 4 credits in
mathematics, one of which must be in Algebral or its equivaent or higher.

##Students entering ninth grade in 2007-2008 and after will be required to earn 1 credit in fine arts.

#HStudents entering ninth grade in 2007-2008 and after will be required to earn 1 credit in physica
education and hedlth.

#HHH#Students entering ninth grade in 2007-2008 and after will be required to earn 4 credits in a

major area of interest selected by the student as a part of the personalized academic and career plan
and 4 creditsin aminor or elective class.
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b. Effective for students entering the 9" grade in school year 2001-2002 and after, credit
for high school math (Algebra la and above) and foreign language courses
successfully completed with a grade of "C" or above in middle school will be held in
escrow.  Students will have the option of having their math credits awarded after
earning three credits in math during grades 912. Students will have the option of
having their foreign language credits awarded after earning two credits in the same
foreign language during grades 9-12.

C. A student may not be given specia instruction or services as an exceptiona student
until after he or she has been properly evaluated, classified, and placed in the manner
prescribed by rules of the State Board of Education. However, the provison of
differentiated education services in support of the genera education curriculum shall
not be considered as treating a student as an exceptional education student.

For additiona information regarding approved programs of study for students served
in exceptional student education, see Section IV of the Student Progression Plan and
School Board Policy 303, Specia Programs and Procedures.

6. HEALTH EDUCATION AND ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
REQUIREMENT AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENT

The minimum number of ingtructiona hours each year in health education and acohol and
substance abuse prevention is 75 hours for Grades 9 and 10, and a minimum of 10 hours in
Grades 11 and/or 12. The Life Management Skills course and the Personal Fitness course
will satisfy this requirement in Grades 9 and 10. The physica education course and the
persona fithess course shall be designed to provide the appropriate outcomes for a high
school comprehensive physical education program.

1. BASIC EDUCATION COURSE SUBSTITUTIONS AND WAIVERS

a Upon completion of the JROTC Aerospace Science program, including Aerospace
Science Il and 11, students may substitute, on a curriculum equivalency basis, one
JROTC credit for Physica Science (2003310) to satisfy one of the science
requirements needed for graduation.

b. Upon completion of the JROTC Naval Science program, including Nava Science I,
I1, and 111, students may substitute on a curriculum equivalency basis, one JROTC
credit for Physical Science (2003310) to satisfy one of the science requirements
needed for graduation.

C. Personal Fitness/Physical Education, courses required for graduation, may be waived
by active participation in an interscholastic sport for two entire seasons, passing a
state personal fitness competency test, and the submission of a complete and accurate
“Persona Fitness Waiver Form” to appropriate school-based personnel. If a student
satisfies the persona fitness/physical education requirement through the
interscholastic sports option, he or she must substitute an elective credit for the
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10.

persona fitness/physical education credit, since no credit may be granted for
participation in an interscholastic extracurricular sport.

d. Completion of one semester with agrade of “C” or better in a marching band class or
in a physica activity course that requires participation in marching band activities as
an extracurricular activity or in a Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) class, a
sgnificant component of which is drills shal satisfy a one-half credit requirement in
physical education. This one-half credit may not be used to satisfy the persona
fitness requirement or the requirement for adaptive physical education under an IEP
or 504 plan.

STUDENT ENGAGED TIME REQUIREMENT

A sudent is required to be engaged in an approved program during the number of
instructional periods offered at the school of attendance. In the event the student has
attended four years starting at the ninth grade and needs additional credit for graduation, the
student may be scheduled only for those courses (number of periods) needed for graduation.

A sudent who is participating in an approved drop-out prevention program may only be
required to attend the instructional periods offered in that program. The program must be
approved by the deputy superintendent for instructional services and the area superintendent.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION WORK EXPERIENCE AVAILABLE TO
DESIGNATED ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION STUDENTS

Designated students in Grades 10-12 identified as dropout prevention students are dligible for
the Career and Technical Education Work Experience Program.

CREDIT FOR CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

a A career and technical education course or program may subgtitute for up to two
credits in mathematics, English, or science. Additiona information about graduation
requirements are in the Course Code Directory and Ingtructional Personne
Assignments, published by the Florida Department of Education.

b. For the purpose of the gold seal scholarship, the dua-enrolled Petient Care Assisting
Program, when combined with introduction to Allied Health and Medica Terminology,
will meet the three-credit requirement for program completion.

C. For purposes of this gold seal scholarship, college articulated courses deemed
equivaent in the “Memorandum of Understanding” with Daytona Beach Community
College may substitute for the secondary articulation course equivalent in the
Vocational Program area. Articulated dual-enrollment courses may be used to meet
the three-credit requirement for program completion for gold sedl scholarship.

d. No student shal be granted credit toward high school graduation for enrollment in the
following courses or programs.
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() More than one credit in exploratory career and technical education courses.

(2) Morethan three creditsin practical arts, family and consumer science.

(3) Study hdl or other non-credit courses.

(4 Morethan atotal of nine eective creditsin remedia programs.

(5) Any level 1 course unless the student’s assessment indicates a more rigorous

course would be inappropriate, in which case Progress Monitoring Plan must be
completed.

C. PROMOTION

1

GENERAL

Promotion is based on mastery/proficiency of the performance standards and number of
credits earned.

PROMOTION FROM GRADE LEVEL TO GRADE LEVEL

a

Promotion from grade level to grade leve is based on the following table:

From Grade 9to 10 5 credits
From Grade 10 to 11 11 credits
From Grade 11 to 12 17 credits

A student who has been retained or has an approved early graduation plan and who
has acquired the required number of credits to be promoted at the end of the
appropriate grading period may be re-classified at hat time. Students who have
selected one of the 18 credit diploma options may be moved to senior datus in
January of their third year in high school if they are on track to graduate.

SATISFACTORY COURSE COMPLETION

a

SATISFACTORY COURSE COMPLETION CRITERIA

Mesting the minimum state and district standards does not automatically result in
earning credit for the course. Satisfactory course completion is based upon an
evaluation of each student's achievement of appropriate instructiona objectives. The
teacher determines when a course has been completed satisfactorily based on the
following: progress tests, classroom assgnments, daily observation, standardized test
scores, state assessment, attendance, and other associated data.

Satisfactory course completion is based on the student meeting the following specific
performance-based criteria:
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(1) Demonstrate acceptable progress toward the state identified student
performance standards as aigned with the Sunshine State Standards for each
course used to satisfy graduation requirements. Teacher observation of
student products indicating knowledge, teacher tests, and other teacher-devised
means can be used to determine student progress.

(20 Demonstrate acceptable progress on the uniform performance standards as
aligned with the Sunshine State Standards in each course as determined by
teacher assessment as described in paragraph 3.a.(1).

(3)  Pass each course based on the district-adopted grade scale.
(4  Maintain attendance as prescribed by school board policy.
END OF COURSE EXAMINATIONS

End of course examination which covers the course performance standards as aligned
with the Sunshine State Standards is required in all subject areas, grades 312. The
end of course examination grade will count as amajor test grade in determining the
student's grade for the last marking period.

The end of course examination will be given during a specific window of time during
the last grading period as determined by the Director of Curriculum and Program
Accountahility. No student should be required to take more than two end-of-course
examinations in one school day.

TEACHER'SAUTHORITY TO PASSOR FAIL

() A teacher may pass a student without regard to the final semester average if a
student's effort and overall performance warrant it.

(2 Conversdly, if a student has achieved a passing average and then refuses to
meet the teacher's requirements with respect to continued effort throughout the
course, the teacher must notify and confer with the parent/guardian concerning
the student's refusal to exert effort. If this does not result in the student
meeting the teacher's requirements, the teacher may issue a failing grade with
the concurrence of the principal without regard to the student's grade point
average in the course.

4. DISTRICT GRADE SCALE AND QUALITY POINT VALUE

a

The following grade scale shdl be used to determine a letter grade and the following
quality point system shall be used to determine grade point average for honor ralls,
rank in class, and honor graduates. Letter grades are a reflection of the student’s
level of academic achievement on the course’ s performance standards.
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Grade Grade Qudity  Description
Range Points
A 90-100 Outstanding Progress

4

B 80-89 3 Above Average Progress

C 70-79 2 Average Progress
(Mastery/Proficiency)

D* 60-69 1 Lowest Acceptable Progress
F 0-59 0 Failure
I In progress

* This does not apply to courses/schoolsusing an A, B, C, | grading scale.

(1) To determine a grade point average, the total number of equivaent quality
points are added; then, the sum isdivided by the number of letter grades
represented. Note that weighted courses have been awarded additiona quality
points due to their academic rigor.

(2  Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (1B) courses shall
carry an additiond 1.0 quality point value for computing cumulative weighted
grade point average earned from A to D. Pre-International Baccalaureate and
selected honors courses, as designated by the superintendent or designee, shdll
carry an additiona .5 quaity point vaue for computing cumulative weighted
grade point average earned from A to D.

(3)  All courses receiving weighted credit in Volusa County Schools will aso
receive weighted credit if offered as a duad enrollment course. A list of the
courses receiving additional weighting will be included in the Dual-enrollment
guide.

(4  Coursestransferred from other schools or programs will be weighted based on
the quality point values outlinesin (2) and (3) above.

b. The conduct grade shal be assgned on the bass of the following numerica

designation:

Conduct is satisfactory 1
Conduct needs improvement 2
Conduct is unsatisfactory 3

C. For the purpose of establishing an honor roll for a grading period, the following criteria
must be met:

(1) aweighted 3.0 grade point average or higher;
(2  all letter grades C or above; and

(3)  dl conduct grades 1.
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5. ADDITIONAL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD HIGH
SCHOOL DIPLOMA (EARNED IN GRADES 9-12)

To receive a standard high school diploma a student must:
a Successfully complete al high school credit requirements; and

(1) 18 credit college preparatory option requires a weighted or unweighted grade
equivalent to 3.0 quality points to earn course credit toward te 18 credits
required.

(2 18 credit career preparatory option requires a weighted or unweighted grade
equivaent to 2.0 quality points to earn course credit towards the 18 credits
required.

b. Demonstrate mastery/proficiency by attaining the FCAT score determined by the
Department of Education.

A concordant standardized test score determined by the State Board of Education
may be used as an aternate assessment. Students must take the Grade 10 FCAT a
total of three times without earning a passing score in order to use the scores on the
aternate assessment.  This requirement shall not apply to a student who transferred
into the Florida public school system in the twelfth grade.

A dependent child of a member of the U.S. Armed Forces who enters a public school
a the grade 12 level from out-of-state or from a foreign country and provides
satisfactory proof of attaining a score on an approved aternative assessment that is
concordant to a passing score on the grade 10 FCAT shall satisfy the assessment
requirement for a standard high school diploma.

A student must meet the testing requirements for high school graduation which were
in effect at the time the student entered ninth grade, provided the student enrollment is
continuous.

C. Beginning with the students who enter ninth grade during the 1999-2000 school year,
students must earn a passing score, as determined by the Department of Education, in
reading, and mathematics on the grade 10 Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test.
Students who enter ninth grade during the 2006-2007 school year and after must al'so
earn a passing score, as determined by the Department of Education, in writing on the
grade 10 Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test.

All students are expected to participate in the statewide assessment program except
for:

(1) students with an active IEP for whom aternative assessment has been
identified on the IEP, and
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f.

(2  students who have received services in a program operated in accordance with
an approved district LEP program for two years or less, and who have been
recommended for exception by a mgjority of the student’s LEP committee. In
this instance, aternative assessments must be identified.

Students who entered ninth grade during the 1997-98 through 1999-2000 school years,
a cumulative unweighted grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 is required on course
work used to satisfy graduation requirements.

For students entering ninth grade in 2000-2001 and after, a cumulative unweighted
grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 is required on all courses except those replaced
according to the district forgiveness policy.

18 credit college preparatory and career preparatory options require that a student
achieve a cumulative weighted grade point average of 3.0 in the courses required.
Beginning with students entering ninth grade in 2006-2007 and after, studentsin the 18
credit college preparatory option must achieve a cumulative weighted grade point
average of 3.5 in the courses required.

Maintain attendance as prescribed by School Board Policy 206.

6. REQUIREMENTS FOR AN HONORS DESIGNATION

Honors Designation will be awvarded to students who qualify based on the following criteria:

a

b.

have obtained a minimum of 28 credits in Grades 9-12,
have a find weighted 3.0 or above cumulative grade point average,

have a minimum of seven credits in honors or higher courses including three creditsin
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate or Identified Dual-enrollment
courses in Grades 9-12, and

have completed a minimum of a .5 credit course in Executive Internship, or
Exploratory Teaching, or 60 hours of documented community service as defined by
the superintendent or designee. Beginning with students entering 9" grade in school
year 2000-2001, the community service requirement shall be increased to 75 hours.

Students must complete 19 credits in college preparatory courses as listed in the
Counseling for Future Education Handbook.

7. SUPERINTENDENT’S DIPLOMA OF DISTINCTION

Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year, students who apply for and successfully complete
the Superintendent’s Diploma of Distinction program shal be eligible for a differentiated
diploma. The Superintendent’'s Diploma of Digtinction will be awarded based on the
following criteria
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In addition to meeting al requirements far a standard diploma, students must
successfully complete four (4) Advanced Placement courses to include at least two
(2) subject areas and score 3 or higher on at least three (3) Advanced Placement
exams.

Maintain a 3.0 or higher cumulative weighted grade point average and a 3.0 weighted
grade point average in Advanced Placement courses.

Complete 100 hours of community service.
Participate in ACT or SAT during Junior and Senior years. The second year test may

be waived with an appropriate SAT or ACT score as determined by the Director of
K-12 Curriculum and Program Accountability.

8. REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETION

a

A Certificate of Completion will be awarded to a student who meets al the
requirements of a standard high school diploma established by the school board but
does not pass the applicable statewide assessment or who is otherwise eligible under
F.S. 100343. Any student who meets the requirement for a Certificate of
Completion may elect to remain in the secondary school for up to one additiona year
and recelve specid ingtruction designed to remedy the student's identified
deficiencies. A dudent receiving a Certificate of Completion may participate in
graduation ceremonies.

A Certificate of Completion, making the studert digible to take the College Placement
Test (CPT) and able to qualify to take community college courses, will be awarded to
students who meet the credit requirements for a standard high school diploma and
maintain a 2.0 cumulative grade point average.

Students who have been enrolled in an ESOL program for less than two school years
and have met al requirements for the standard high school diploma except for
passage of the grade 10 FCAT or dternate assessment may receive immersion
English language instruction during the summer following their senior year. Students
receiving such instruction are eligible to take the FCAT or alternate assessment and
receive a standard high school diploma upon passage of the grade 10 FCAT or the
alternate assessment.

9. REQUIREMENTS FOR A SPECIAL DIPLOMA OR SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF
COMPLETION

A special diploma or specid certificate of completion may be issued to Exceptional Student
Education (ESE) students in programs identified in State Board Adminidrative Rules. Arny
such student shal, upon proper request, be given the opportunity to meet the requirements
for a standard diploma or certificate of completion. See graduation requirements for
exceptional studentsin Section 1V.
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10.

11

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

a The Bright Futures Scholarship Program is the umbrella program for al state-funded
scholarships based on academic achievement in high school. The program includes
the Florida Academic Scholars Award, the Florida Merit Scholars Award, and the
Gold Sed Vocational Scholars Award. To be dligible for a Bright Futures
Scholarship, students must complete an academic program prescribed by the Florida
Department of Education. Students must apply for the Bright Futures Scholarship
during the twelfth grade as it is not automatically awarded. The requirements and
application procedures may change from year to year and are available in the
guidance office at each high schoal.

b. Generd digibility requirements for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
must be met. A student must be a Florida resident; earn a standard high school
diploma or its equivalent from a public or private high school, or complete a home
education program; be accepted and enrolled in an €eligible Forida public or
independent post-secondary education ingtitution; be enrolled for a least six (6)
semester credit hours; not have been found guilty of a felony charge. Specific
eligibility requirements for each of the three (3) award programs are availabe from
the high school guidance department. An €eligible recipient will receive a Bright
Futures Scholarship award regardless of other financia aid or prepaid tuition contract.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A CAREER EDUCATION CERTIFICATION

The Career Education Certification will be available a schools that meet the specific
guidelines for the certification. In order to be eligible for the Career Education Certification,
the student is required to:

a Complete a program that is Industry Certified.

b. Complete a capstone project related to their program.

C. Meet digibility requirements for postsecondary education or employment without the
need for remediation.

The specific requirements for each program vary and may change from year to year.
CAREER AND PROFESSIONAL ACADEMIES

A career and professional academy is a research-based program that integrates a rigorous
academic curriculum with an industry-driven career curriculum. Students completing career
and professional academy programs receive a standard high school diploma. They may aso

receive industry certification and postsecondary credit if the academy partners with a
postsecondary ingtitution.
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13.

14.

15.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM (AP)

@)

@

©)

(4)

A student may take AP (college level) courses within the sibject areas offered at
his’her high schoal.

A student will receive high school credit based on the grade received in the AP class.
Students who score three or higher on an AP examination may receive college credit
from a college which accepts AP courses.

A student who is taking an AP course is expected to take the AP examination. The
examination fee will be paid by the digtrict.

A student who is not taking an AP course may take the AP examination provided the
student pays the examination fee. However, no high school credit will be granted for
passing the AP examination.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM (IB)

@)

@

3

4

©)

©)

IB students will have met graduation requirements with the successful completion of
the 1B curriculum including the Extended Essay, the CAS project, and sitting for
required examinations in six subjects (see Section 111, page 4).

A qudified student may take the IB program of study in schools where it is offered.
This course of study may lead to the student earning both high school and college
credit.

A student will receive high school credit based on the grade received in the IB class.
Students who make a four or higher on the IB examination may also receive college
credit from a college which accepts IB credits.

All students enrolled in IB courses should be working toward an IB Diploma. In
order to earn an IB Diploma the student must pass a least three high-leve
examinations and three subsidiary-level examinations (for atotal of six), complete 150
hours of creative action and service (CAS) hours, complete a Theory of Knowledge
course, and submit an acceptable Extended Essay.

Receipt of an IB Diploma is accepted in lieu of al other requirements to earn the
Florida Academic Scholars Award of the Forida Bright Futures Scholarship
Program.

The IB student may take AP examinations.

18-CREDIT  COLLEGE PREPARATORY AND  18-CREDIT  CAREER
PREPARATORY DIPLOMA OPTIONS

@

A student shall submit to the high school principa and guidance counselor a signed
parental consent to enter the 3-year accelerated graduation program.
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2

©)

(4)

®)

A student shall have achieved at least an FCAT reading achievement level of 3, an
FCAT mathematics achievement level of 3, and an FCAT writing score of 3, on the
most recent assessments taken by the student.

Selection of the graduation option must be completed by the student prior to the end of
grade 9. Students who enter a Florida public high school for the first time after grade
9 will have 2 weeks after their entry date to select an accelerated graduation option.
If, a the end of grade 10, a student is not on track to meet the credit, assessment, or
grade-point-average requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the
school shal notify the sudent and the parent of the following:

(@  Thereguirements that the student is not currently making.

(b)  The specific performance necessary in grade 11 for the student to meet the
accelerated graduation requirements.

(c)  Theright of the student to change to the 4-year program.

A student who selected one of the accelerated 3-year graduation options shal
automatically move to the 4-year program, if the student:

(@) Exerciseshisor her right to change to the 4-year program;

(b) Falsto earn 5 credits by the end of grade 9 or falls to earn 11 credits by the
end of grade 10;

(c) Does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade 10 FCAT Writing
assessment; or

(d By the end of grade 11, does not meet the 3.0 GPA or FCAT graduation
requirements.

16. EARLY ADMISSION

()

When the following conditions are met, the student is digible for the early admissons
program.

(@) Six sameders of full-time secondary enrollment have been completed. All
required courses except electives, one credit in language arts, 1/2 credit in
Economics and 1/2 credit in American Government must have been
successfully completed.

(b) The student has been accepted by a post-secondary regionaly accredited
college or university.
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(2  When the following conditions have been met, students may be awarded a high school
diploma with their class or a a convenient time following the graduation of that class.

(@  The student has completed enough college credits to equal two semesters as
determined by the college of attendance, with a normal class load, and with at
least a C average or its equivalent.

(b)  Thedistrict has received written documentation from the college of attendance
covering the college work.

(c) A college English course consisting of two semesters, a college Economics
course consisting of one semester and a college American Government course
consisting of one semester has been successfully completed.

(3 A dudent in the early admissions program shall not be ranked in his or her high schoal
graduating class.

(4  An early admission student may be funded under Dua Enrollment when the following
criteria are met:

(@  Pursuant to Florida Statutes 1007.271 and 1007.272, a student accepted for
early admission may be funded under dual enrollment if al of the early
admission conditions are met and the appropriate articulation agreement exists
between the School Board of Volusa County and the State University or
college. The School Board of Volusa County has this agreement with the
Universty of Florida and Daytona Beach Community College only. The
University of Florida requires a 3.25 unweighted grade point average for early
admission.

(b)  Only the courses required to obtain a high school diploma may be counted and
funded as dua enrollment.

DUAL ENROLLMENT
Associate of Arts Degree (Academic)

Secondary school students who meet the entrance requirements of institutions with dua
enrollment agreements with the School Board of VVolusia County may enrall in college level
courses at those ingtitutions provided the students use the credits toward graduation. The
number of credit hours earned through dua-enrollment that equal one full credit of the
equivalent high school course shall be determined in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the State Board of Education. There is no charge for tuition or books. A dua
enrollment form must be signed by the coordinator of high school services prior to the student
taking the course and a book voucher will be provided by the coordinator’ s office.

Associate of Science Degree, Associate of Applied Science Degree, and Certificate (Career
and Technica Education)
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Secondary school students who meet entrance requirements of ingtitutions with dua
enrollment agreements with the School Board of Volusa County may enroll in the college
level courses at those ingtitutions or on high school campuses if the dua enrollment course is
offered. There isno charge for tuition and books. A dua enrollment form must be signed by
the director of career and technical education prior to the student taking the course and a
book voucher will be provided by the director’s office.

Dud enrollment credit shall be considered for computing grade point average and class
ranking. All courses receiving weighted credit in Volusa County Schools will aso receive
weighted credit if offered as a dual-enrollment course. Credit toward high school graduation
may be earned provided the following dual enrollment criteria are met:

(1) the student is enrolled in a Volusa County school and has prior approva from the
director of career and technica education or coordinator of high school services,

(2) the course is academic or vocational in nature, and may be applied toward a post-
secondary degree or certificate;

(3)  the student has demonstrated readiness to engage in post-secondary work;

(4) the principa, parent/guardian, and superintendent or designee have given prior
approva for the student to participate;

(5 the student must have a least a 3.0 cumulative weighted grade point average
(academic) or a 2.5 cumulative unweighted grade point average (vocational) and take
the Computer Placement Test (CPT) or Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) for
certificate programs. These requirements are waived in a few identified courses as
agreed on annually. The awarding of college credit is a decision of the college, not of
this district.

ADULT HIGH SCHOOL

Students transferring to Volusia County Schools from Adult High School will be evauated in
the same way as students transferring from any other high school in Florida. Transfer
credits through co-enrollment, as approved by the deputy superintendent for instructional
sarvices or designee, will be accepted from the Adult High School Division of Daytona
Beach Community College toward graduation from the School Didtrict of Volusia County
under the following conditions:

()  Thesecredits will be accepted for remedia purposes only.

(2  The courses have been approved by the deputy superintendent for instructional
services.

(3)  All other avenues for progression for example, dua enrollment and summer school,

must have been explored and rejected for good reason before a student is permitted to
atend Adult High School.
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20.

21

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES

Correspondence courses are not accepted for credit in this district except when prior
permission for enrollment has been granted by the deputy superintendent for instructional

sarvices. Such permission will generaly be given only for unusud situations. Internet

courses (other than those taken through Florida Virtua School) are considered
correspondence Courses.

COMPETENCY BASED COURSES

Competency based courses are not accepted for credit in the district except when they are a
part of an approved drop-out prevention program, or when prior permission has been granted
by the deputy superintendent for instructional services.

GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIPLOMA

Any candidate for the test of General Educational Development diploma (GED) shdl be at
least 18 years of age on the date of the examination, except that the GED is availableto 16
or 17 year olds who meet extraordinary circumstances. Determination of extraordinary

circumstances will be the responsibility of the principal of the secondary school, which the
student attends or attended. Extraordinary circumstances include any of the following:

(1) pregnancy,

(2  economic hardship,

(3  mariage,

(4  problemswhich have not or cannot be solved by traditional or aternative methods or,
(5  participation in a Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) educational program.

The GED diploma will be awarded by the State Department of Education. No public high
school in Volusia County shal award a GED diploma under the name of that school or this
district.

THE GED EXIT OPTION

High school students who meet the following digibility criteria may be eligible for the GED
Exit Option:

() 16 yearsof age, or older, and currently enrolled in a PK-12 program;
(2  Enrolled in courses that meet high school graduation requirements,

(3)  Overage for grade, behind in credits, low GPA, and in jeopardy of not graduating with
cohort group;

Section |11, Page 26



INSTRUCTIONAL POLICIES NUMBER 307

(4  Class or peer group with whom they entered kindergarten is graduating, or has
graduated.

(5  Minimum reading level at seventh grade, as documented by the Test of Adult Basic
Education (TABE) reading component or other test to determine grade level
proficiency.

(6)  Acceptable scores on the official GED Practice Tests, administered under student
testing conditions;

(7)  Student has completed a minimum of three years in high school

(8)  Recommended by the guidance counselor and/or principd,;

9) Parent permission is granted.

This option may not be used for early graduation, and will be an additionad option at the

Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) sites, but will not replace the GED option currently
avallable at DJJ Sites.

D. RETENTION

1

EARLY ASSESSMENT

It is the ongoing responsbility of the teacher to identify, as soon as possible, to the principa
and parents/guardians, those students who do not appear to be making satisfactory progress
toward achieving course objectives. Students who appear to be having difficulty in meeting
course objectives should be evaluated by the Student Success Team and other professiona
staff, which may include teachers, counselors, and specidists. This shall include students
who are identified as homeless. The purpose of the evaluation should be to assess the
student's needs and to identify methods for more effectively meeting those needs. This
evaluation may be initiated by recommendation of a staff member or parent/guardian.

REMEDIATION OF FLORIDA COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT TEST (FCAT)
STANDARDS

District procedures will be followed to ensure student mastery/proficiency of performance
standards required on the FCAT. Each student who does not meet the minimum
performance expectations defined by the Commissioner of Education for the statewide
assessment tests in reading, writing, science, and mathematics must continue to be provided
with remedial or supplementa instruction until the expectations are met or the student
graduates from high school or is not subject to compulsory school attendance.
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3.  PROGRESS MONITORING PLAN FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT MEETING
MINIMUM  EXPECTATIONS IN READING, WRITING, SCIENCE OR
MATHEMATICS

Students having a 2.5 or below cumulative unweighted grade point average will be identified
a the end of each grading period. These students will be given assistance which may
include, but not be limited to, counsdling, schedule changes, remedia classes, tutoria services,
extra study sessions, or other programs of this nature.

A Progress Monitoring Plan will be developed for students who score below the proficiency
level on statewide assessments. |f the student has been identified as having a deficiency in
reading, the progress monitoring plan shal identify the student’s ecific areas of deficiency
in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary; the desired levels
of performance in these areas; and the instructional and support services to be provided to
meet the desired levels of performance. The plan will be implemented in consultation with the
student’s parent or guardian. The district and school are accountable for providing remedial
services to students who are not meeting proficiency levels and must use dl available
resources to achieve parent understanding of and cooperation with the progress monitoring
plan requirements.

Students who are identified as Level One, Tier One reading students with deficiencies in
phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency will be placed in an Intensive Reading course with
dtate approved instructional resources. Students who are identified as Level One, Tier Two
reading students with deficiencies in comprehension will be placed in an Intensive Reading
course.

Students scoring level 2 on FCAT Reading will be placed in ether an intensive reading
course or a content area course in which reading strategies are delivered.

Students scoring a level 1 or level 2 on FCAT Mathematics will receive diagnostic
assessment and appropriate intervention and instruction the following year. Students will be
placed in either an intensive math course or a content area course in which mathematics
strategies are delivered.

Students scoring below level 3 on FCAT Reading or Mathematics may be required to attend
remediation programs held before or after school hours or during the summer if
trangportation is provided.

Remedia ingruction provided during high school may not be in lieu of English and
mathematics credits required for graduation.

4. LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS
All students will have equal access to the appropriate instructional programs.  Students will
not be restricted because of limited English proficiency. Each student classified as limited

English proficient is required to have an individualized LEP student plan which must include
results of academic assessment and must aso outline the instructiona services to be
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provided. The LEP student plan may serve as the progress monitoring plan if it addresses the
student’ s academic needs in reading, writing, science, and mathematics.

5 STUDENTSWITH EXCEPTIONALITIES

Each student identified as exceptiona is required to have an IEP which must include results
of academic assessment and must also outline the instructional services to be provided. With
the exception of students identified as speech impaired only the IEP will serve as the
progress monitoring plan and address the student’s academic and other identified needs.

6. GRADE FORGIVENESS

The forgiveness policy for required courses will be limited to replacing a grade of “D” or “F’,
or their equivalent, with a grade of “C” or higher, or its equivaent, earned subsequently in the
same or comparable course. The forgiveness policy for eective courses will be limited to
replacing a grade of “D” or “F’, or their equivaent, with a grade of “C” or higher, or its
equivalent, earned subsequently in another course. All course work will be listed on the
student’s transcript for each time taken, but courses, which have been forgiven, will be
dropped for purposes of computing the cumulative grade point average for graduation. All
grades, however, will be used in computing the rank in class average.

E. VOLUSIA COUNTY SCHOOLS CHARTER DISTRICT WAIVER PROCESS

In order for a school to make major curriculum or schedule changes, the district Charter Waiver
Process must be completed and approved by the School Board.
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V.

STUDENT PROGRESSION
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION

A. ELIGIBILITY
1. PROGRAMS

Volusia County provides programs for students with the following exceptionalities:

Autism Spectrum Disorder Orthopedicdly Impairment

Deaf or Hard of Hearing Other Health Impairment

Developmentally Delayed (0-5) Profoundly Mentaly Handicapped

Dual-Sensory Impaired Emotional/Behaviord Disabilities

Educable Mentally Handicapped Specific Learning Disabled
Speech Impaired

Established Conditions (0-2) Trainable Mentally Handicapped

Gifted Traumatic Brain Injury

Hospital/Homebound Visualy Impaired

Language Impaired
2. CRITERIA

Specific criteria for program digibility are developed according to federal and state laws,
rules, regulations, and policies. These criteria, and program information, objectives, and
evauation procedures, are cited in detail in the Volusa County School Board Instructional
Policy 303, Special Programs and Procedures for Exceptional Students.

3. PREKINDERGARTEN

A prekindergarten student with disabilities shall meet the requirements specified for
kindergarten students. Consistent with rules adopted by the State Board, children with
disabilities who have attained the age of three years shdl be eligible for admission to public
specia education programs and for related services under rules adopted by the school board.
Children with disabilities who are deaf or hard of hearing, visudly impaired, dua-sensory
impaired, orthopedically impaired, traumatic brain injured, other hedlth impaired, educable
mentally handicapped, trainable mentally handicapped, profoundly mentally handicapped,
emotional/behaviora disabled, specific learning disabled, autism spectrum disorder, language
impaired, or developmentally delayed are digible for specia services. If children are enrolled
in other pre-kindergarten or day care programs, or are at home, they may be digible for
speech and language services. Children below the age of three may qualify for school
services under dual-sensory impaired, visualy impaired, or desf or hard of hearing, or
established conditions for these specific disabilities. Rules promulgated by the State Board of
Education for the identification of these disabilities (i.e., dual-sensory impaired, visudly
impaired, deaf or hard of hearing, or established conditions for these specific disabilities) for
children 0-2 years of age apply.
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4.  LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS

All students who qualify for an ESE program must have equa access to the appropriate
program.  Students will not be restricted from programs because of limited English
proficiency.

B. TESTING

1. STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN STANDARDIZED TESTING

a

Students with exceptionalities are expected to participate in the state-testing program.
However, if a student with a disability has a current |IEP and has been assigned to a
specia program according to State Board Rule 6A-6.0331, FAC, AND the student
demonstrates cognitive ability or behavior that prevents him/her from taking the tests
even with allowable accommodations, the student may be excluded from taking the
tests. If a student with a disability is determined to be excluded, the IEP must
document why the assessment is not appropriate and what alternate assessment
procedure will be used. This follows the current requirement according to the
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) of 2004.

Students with disabilities who plan to work toward meeting the requirements for a
standard high school diploma should participate in the state-testing program. In order
to be eigible to receive a standard high school diploma, students must attain the
FCAT score determined by the Department of Education.

(@] In order to be considered for the waiver from the FCAT graduation
requirement, the student must:

@ be identified as a student with a disability, as defined in section
1007.02(2), Florida Statutes,

(b) have current |EP,

(c) be a senior or student with disabilities who remains enrolled seeking

a standard diploma for whom the FCAT is the graduation test;
(d) have demonstrated mastery of the grade 10 Sunshine Standards,

(e have taken the Grade 10 FCAT with appropriate alowable
accommodations at least twice to include the spring administration
of the senior year, or if not continuoudy enrolled in public school in
Florida, at least once during each year of enrollment in grades 10,
11, or 12, including the spring administration of the senior yesr.

() have participated in intensive remediation for FCAT reading and/or

FCAT mathematics, during the senior year, if passing scores were
not earned; and

Section |V Page 2



INSTRUCTIONAL POLICIES NUMBER 307

()] be progressing towards meeting the state’ s 24 credit/course and 2.0
cumulative grade point average (GPA) requirements and other
district requirements for graduation with a standard diploma.

2 At the end of the student’s senior year, an Individual Educationa Plan (IEP)
team will meet and review the progress of the student who has not passed the
Grade 10 FCAT Reading and/or the Grade 10 FCAT Math. A student
eligible for the FCAT waiver should be granted. The team will follow the
process set forth in the Florida Department of Education: Waiver of Florida
Comprehensive Assessment Test ® (FCAT) Graduation Requirement for
Students with Disahilities document.

@ The team will review evidence presented by the student and
teachers that mastery of the Grade 10 Sunshine State Standards
has been met. Evidence must be aligned with the Sunshine State
Standards in the areas of deficiency and may include:

performance on other standardized academic assessments
such as the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), College
Placement Test (CPT), American College Test (ACT), or
the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
(ASVAB);

performance in core academic courses (e.g., language arts
and mathematics) including classsoom work, end-of-
year/semester exams, and teacher observations. If the
only evidence is a fina grade for a course in the area of
deficiency, mastery for this purpose, will be defined/based
on agrade of “C” or better; and/or

performance in higher level courses or in postsecondary
courses through dua enrollment.

(b) The team will review the 1EP, the accommodations provided to the
student (and used by the student) on the FCAT, FCAT results, and
learning gains made on the FCAT retakes.

(c) The team will review the student’s performance in remediation
activities. To be digible for the waiver, the student must actively
participate in intensive remediation during the senior year.

The team will determine the level of the student’s commitment
to remediation based on work samples, time involved,
attendance, and effort.

The student must earn at least a “C” average in each remedial
course.
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©)

(d) If the team is satisfied that the FCAT Reading and/or Math, even
with appropriate accommodations, does not accurately measure the
student’s abilities, and that the student has demonstrated mastery of
the Grade 10 Sunshine State Standards, (and met the other criteria),
the team will recommend that the passing score be waived and will
sign the required document.

(e The school principal or designee and the Superintendent or
designee must also sign the document verifying that the student has
met the digtrict requirements for graduation with a standard
diploma

IF FCAT WAIVER ELIGIBILITY IS DENIED, the student may:

Remain in school until age 22, or until the student meets the criteria for
standard diploma by passing the FCAT Reading and/or Math, or meeting
criteria for the FCAT waiver (if student selects this option he/she must take
remedial courses and retake the FCAT at least once per year); exit with a
certificate of completion; or graduate with a specid diploma

C. Students with disabilities may be recommended for any of the following test options,
as indicated on the Individua Educational Plan: regular testing format, testing with
accommodations, or aternate assessment.

Participation in aternate assessment may be permitted for selected students only
when dl of the following criteria are met:

The student is unable to master the Sunshine State Standards, even with
appropriate and allowable course accommaodations.

The student’s demonstrated cognitive ability is the primary reason for the inability
to master these standards.

The student is participating in a modified or functiona curriculum based upon
competencies in the Sunshine State Standards for Special Diploma for al
academic aress.

The student requires extensive direct instruction in functional academics and
vocational competencies as well as domestic, community living, and leisure
activities.

The student has deficits in adaptive behavior as demonstrated by the inability to
function effectively and independently in everyday living skills (interpersona and
socid interactions) across a variety of settings.

The IEP for students who will participate in alternate assessment must reflect
rationale for aternate assessment and the name of the alternate assessment to be
used.
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d. Participation in aternate assessment does not mean that students are exempt from
meeting appropriate state adopted Sunshine State Standards and/or  Student
Performance Standards for Exceptiona Students. The identification of appropriate
performance standards is reflected in the IEP. Acceptable pogress towards the
identified state standards may be determined by teacher observation of student
products indicating knowledge, teacher tests, and other teacher devised methods.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Accommodations may be provided for students identified as disabled in accordance with
state or district testing programs guidelines and as indicated on the student's IEP. Students
using ingructiona accommodations in the classoom that are not dlowable as
accommodations on the FCAT may be digible to have the FCAT requirement waived
pursuant to the requirements of 1003.428(8)(b) or 1003.43(11)(b), Florida Statutes.

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

Students with exceptiondlities are provided a continuum of placements and services based on
individual student needs Rule 6A-6.0311, FAC). Students will be included in Sunshine State
Standards based eementary, middle, and high school programs of study as fully as possible as
determined by the student's current IEP. Alternative programs of study are available as described
below in subsections 3 and 4.

1

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

At the time of the |IEP development, the special education teacher will notify parent/guardian
of students enrolled in ESE programs about accommodations and/or modifications to the
genera education program which will be made to alow for maximum benefit to the student.
Instructional accommodations are alowable in the classroom if included in a student’s IEP.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Students with disabilities shall be enrolled in a program of studies as determined through the
IEP process. It is recommended that students who are interested in pursuing a standard
diploma meet requirements for middle school students aslisted in Section Il of this document.
General courses shall be accommodated, as necessary, to assure that students enrolled in
ESE programs have the opportunity to meet the course requirements. Accommodations to
general courses shall not include lowering expectations of the curriculum frameworks or
student performance standards.  Instructional accommodations are alowable in the
classroom if included in a student’'s IEP. Otherwise, students with mild to moderate
disabilities may be enrolled in an appropriate curriculum to include ESE academic and
exploratory courses. Courses and standards for students with moderate to severe disabilities
shall be determined through the IEP process with an emphasis on functional curriculum.

Starting with the I|EP review which occurs just prior to entry into grade 7, transition service
needs will be identified as they apply to the course of study.
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3. HIGH SCHOOL

a

Students with disabilities may not be scheduled into Level 1 (one) courses without
justification. A written assessment of the student’s ability and a statement of need for
the Level 1 course must ke documented on the student’s IEP. Signatures of the
principal, guidance counselor, and parent/guardian or student if 18 years of age or
older will be obtained in accordance with IEP procedural guidelines.

Before the student graduates from high school, the school shdl provide the student
with a summary of performance to include, but not limited to, performance based
assessment and career interest inventories. The student and the student’s parent will
be provided with the summary of performance at the |EP review.

Students with disabilities may be enrolled in exceptiona, genera, or career and
technical education courses and may earn credit for these courses.

Students with disabilities may eect to pursue either Specid High School Diploma
Option 1, focusing on acceptable progress towards the student performance
standards, or Special High School Diploma Option 2, focusing on acceptable progress
towards the employment and community competencies. Three paths toward achieving
a Specid High School Diploma are available.

() Path 1: A student who has mastered all requirements for graduation under a
Standard High School Diploma as stated in Section |11 of this policy, but who
has not attained the FCAT score determined by the Department of Education
or does not qualify for the FCAT waiver may elect a Speciad High School
Diploma

(2 Path 22 Students functioning a Independent through Supported levels are
responsible for earning the credits required for graduation as listed below.

Students functioning at an independent level are capable of working and living
independently but may need occasiona assistance. They need functiona
academic, functiond daily living and working skills. Students functioning at a
supported level are capable of living and working in supported settings. They
need skills addressing daily living tasks, working skills, and activities which can
maximize independence and personal effectiveness.

Option1:  Credit Requirements/Independent through Supported levels

Englis/Language Arts 3
Mathematics 3
Science 1
Socid Studies 1
Physica Education 5
Life Management/Transition/
Independent Living or 1
Sdf-Determination
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**

©)

Practical Arts/Performing Arts/
Career and Technical Education
4**
Electives 10.5%*

Totd 24

Option 2: Credit Requirements/Independent through Supported levels +

English/Language Arts 1

Mathematics 1

Ontthe-Job-Training (Career Placement)
or Supported Competitive
Employment 1

Electives/Career and Technical Education

9**
Totd 12

Electives/Career and Technica Education courses must include one of the
following: Career Education, Career Preparation, and/or Career Experiences. At
least one of these classes must be completed prior to Career Placement. An
additiona dective, SAf-Determination, is aso recommended.

For students under a specia diploma, Option 2, a GPA of 2.0 can be based on
the 12 credits required for graduation.

Peth 3: Sudents functioning at Supported through Perticipatory levels are
responsible for earning the credits required for graduation as listed below.
Because of the severity of the disabilities involved with this student population, the
credits to be earned are designed to fit the needs of the population.

Students functioning at a supported level are capable of living and working in
supported settings. They need sKills addressing daily living tasks, working skills,
and activities which can maximize independence and personal effectiveness.

Students functioning a a participatory level are capable of participating in mgor
life activities and will require extensive support systems. They need opportunities
for participation in tasks and activities of daily living.

Option 1. Credit Requirements/Supported through Participatory levels

Academic/Communication SKills 8
Personal/Home/Social/Leisure Skills 6
Career and Technica Education/Community Living
ills 8 *
Electives 2x*
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Tota 24
Option 2: Credit Requirements/Supported through Participatory levels +

Academic/Communication/Socia Skills 2
Ontthe-Job-Training or Supported

Competitive Employment 1
Electives/Career and Technical Education  9**

Totad 12

** Electives/Career and Technica Education courses must include one of the

following: Career Education, Career Preparation, and/or Career Experiences. At
least one of these classes must be completed prior to Career Placement. An
additional elective, SAf-Determination, is also recommended.

For students under a specia diploma, Option 2, a GPA of 2.0 can be based on the
12 credits required for graduation.

e. Students with disability entering 9" grade during the 2007-2008 school year, the
following will apply. Students with disabilities may elect to pursue either Specia High
School Diploma Option 1, focusing on acceptable progress towards the student
performance standards, or Specid High School Diploma Option 2, focusng on
acceptable progress towards the employment and community competencies. The
path toward achieving a Specid High School Diplomais available.

(1)

A student who has mastered all requirements for graduation under a Standard
High School Diploma as stated in Section 11 of this policy, but who has not
attained the FCAT score determined by the Department of Education or does
not quaity for the FCAT waiver may dect a Specia High School Diploma.

Students  functioning a Independent through Participatory levels are
responsible for earning the credits required for graduation as listed below.
Because of the severity of the disahilities involved with this student population,
the courses which will fulfill credit requirements to be earned are designed to
fit the needs of the population.

Students functioning at an independent level are capable of working and living
independently but may need occasional assistance. They need functional
academic, functiond daily living and working skills.

Students functioning at a supported level are capable of living and working in
supported settings.  They need sKkills addressng daily living tasks, working
skills, and activities which can maximize independence and persond
effectiveness.

Students functioning at a participatory level are capable of participating in

magjor life activities and will require extensive support systems. They need
opportunities for participation in tasks and activities of daily living.
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a.  Option 1. Credit Requirements. Independent/Supported/Participatory
Leves

English

Mathematics
Science

Socia Studies
Vocationa/Fine Arts
Electives

it

Total 24

*Students in the SED program must take at least one Social/Persona
Skills course as an elective

* Students in the mild/moderate VE program must take one course in Self
Determination and one in Life Management & Transition as electives.

b. Option 22 Credit Requirements. Independent/Supported/Participatory

Levels +

English/Language Arts 1

Mathematics 1

Career Education, Career Preparation,

Career Experiences 1

Electives/Vocational o**
Total 12

* Must include Career Placement or Supported Competitive
Employment

+ For students under a specid diploma, Option 2, a GPA of 2.0 can
be based on the 12 credits required for graduation.

f. A student with disabilities may earn multiple credits in a course listed as an ESE
course, provided the content and standards represent different student outcomes. For
example, Orientation and Mobility may be taken more than once with a student
learning different or higher level skills each succeeding time credit is earned.

0. A student seeking a special diploma may be scheduled into classes with students

seeking a standard diploma if it is appropriate. However, course objectives and
expectation levels must be modified for those students seeking a special diploma.
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D.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

During the IEP review for students with disabilities which occurs just prior to entry into ninth grade
or in the year prior to the student's sixteenth birthday, whichever comes first, a written description
of diploma options and requirements shall be presented to the student and parent/guardian. The
student and parent/guardian will indicate the type of diploma the student wishesto earn. A student
with disabilities (including a gifted student who is aso disabled) who wishes to obtain a standard
high school diploma must submit a proper request. The long-range implications of diploma selection
shall be thoroughly discussed with the student and parent/guardian prior to selection of the diploma

type.

A student who wishes to change the diploma type to be pursued may do so at any time through the
Transition |EP review process. A student who elects to change diploma type must meet all
requirements for graduation for that diploma. A student with disabilities who graduates with a
credentia other than a Standard High School Diploma (or GED), may elect to return to school
under an IEP until hisher 22" birthday.

Starting with the IEP review which occurs just prior to entry into grade 7, provisions for transition
from school to post-school adult living will be stated on the IEP for each student with disabilities in
accordance with district procedures. Transition services will be reviewed at least annually through
graduation or the student's 22" birthday.

A student enrolled in exceptional student education programs may elect to follow a program of
study that results in graduation and receipt of one of the following types of diplomas:

1 STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

a A student in the programs listed below will follow a course of study intended to result
in obtaining a standard diploma:

Speech
Hospital/Homebound (not otherwise enrolled in exceptiona student education)
Visualy Impaired
Gifted

b. A student enrolled in an exceptiona student education program in Grades 9-12 who is
seeking a standard diploma must meet al requirements for graduation as listed in
Section |11 and Section IV of this document.

C. Access to a standard diploma for a student enrolled in ESE programs means that:
(1) A student is permitted to enroll in applicable courses.

(2  Reasonable accommodeations of the student's disability are available, as needed,
in general, career and technical education courses, or ESE programs.
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©)

4

©)
(©)

Test accommodations are available for the Florida Comprehensive A ssessment
Test (FCAT) in accordance with state or district testing program guidelines
and as indicated on the student's IEP. Accommodations for the FCAT must
be the same or nearly the same as those used by the student in classroom
instruction and assessment activities. The student should be familiar with the
accommodations. The testing situation should not be the first time the student
uses the accommodations.

Students who have met al requirements for a standard diploma except passage
of the FCAT may be considered for a waiver from the FCAT graduation
requirement in accordance with the terms of this policy.

The student may be enrolled in school until the student's 22™ birthday.

State-gpproved course substitutions, as identified in the Florida Department of
Education Course Code Directory, are permitted.

d. General courses shall be accommodated, as necessary, to assure that students
enrolled in ESE programs have the opportunity to meet the graduation reguirements
for a standard diploma. Career and technical education courses and programs of
study shall be accommodated, as necessary, to assure a student with disabilities the
opportunity to meet graduation requirements for a standard or a specid diploma
(FHorida Statute 1003.43). The following guidelines apply for course accommodations:

@

)

©)

Accommodations to general courses shdl not include modifications to the
curriculum frameworks or student performance standards. When providing
accommodations to career and technical education courses, the particular
outcomes and student performance standards which a student must master to
earn credit must be specified on the student's Transition |EP.

Instructional accommodations are allowable in the classroom if included in a
student’s IEP. Students using instructional accommodations in the classroom
that are not alowable as accommodations on the FCAT may have the FCAT
requirement waived pursuant to the required of Florida Statute 1003.428(8)(b)
or 1003.43(11)(b).

One of the following strategies shal be used when accommodating general
COUrses:

(@ Assgnment of the student to an ESE class for instruction in a genera
course with the same student performance standards as those required
of non-exceptional students enrolled in genera education under the
district Student Progression Plan, or

(b) Assignment of the student to a genera education class for instruction,
which is accommodated to address the student's disability.
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(4)  The digtrict shal determine which of these strategies to employ based on an
assessment of the student's needs and shall reflect this decision in the student's
IEP.

2. SPECIAL HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

a

A student who is educable mentally handicapped, trainable mentally handicapped,
deaf or hard of hearing, specific learning disabled, physicaly impaired, language
impaired, or emotionaly handicapped shal not be required to meet standard high
school graduation requirements (section 1003.43, F.S) and upon meeting the
requirements prescribed by the school board pursuant to section 1008.25, F.S., shal
be awarded a specia diploma. Although the student may continue attending school
until the student’s 22™ birthday or until earning a standard diploma, whichever comes
first as determined by the IEP, the student will be coded as completing the
requirements. Nothing contained in this policy shal be construed to limit or restrict
the right of a student with disabilities solely to a Specid Diploma. (Rule 6A-1.0996
FAC)

No specific standards have been identified for students with profound disabilities.
These students have access to a specia diploma through the standards specified for
other éigible students with disabilities, asindicated in the student’s |EP.

To earn a Special High School Diploma, a student must complete requirements for the
selected option.

(1) Optionl: Toean aSpecid High School Diploma under Option 1 a student
must:

(@  Complete 100% of the minimum credits required for graduation (Grades
9-12) as determined by the district (ESE Program of Study), a an
acceptable progress level of D or above.

(b)  Students must achieve acceptable progress towards the Standards for
Specia Diploma as prescribed by the State Board of Education.

(c) A cumulative unweighted grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 is required
on course work used to satisfy graduation regquirements.

(2 Option2: To earn a Specia High School Diploma under Option 2 a student
must:

(@ be 16 years of age or older.

(b) complete al annua goas and short term objectives related to
employment and community competencies as specified on the |EP.

(© complete the graduation competencies as specified in the Graduation
Training Plan, at an acceptable progress level of D or above.
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(d) be employed in accordance with the Graduation Training Plan as
follows:.

One-half school year (18 weeks) of successful, full-time employment at
or above minimum wage; 60 hours of paid or unpaid training must be
completed prior to the initiation of the 18 weeks of successful, full-time
employment. Unpaid job training includes job shadowing or community
based vocational training (CBVT).

OR

one school cadendar year (36 weeks) of successful, full-time
employment at or above minimum wage.

(e) A cumulative unweighted grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 isrequired
on course work used to satisfy graduation reguirements.

(f)  Students on Specia Diploma Option 2 will be designated a grade 12
student when during an IEP review it is determined and documented
that:

1. the student is 16 years of age or older

2. the student has completed Speciad Diploma Option 2 TIEP
employment and community goas and objectives

3. the student has completed Specid Diploma Option 2 Graduation
Training Plan -- Part 1 core and elective competencies

4. the student is ready to begin training and employment requirements
for the Graduation Training Plan -- Part 2, and

5. the anticipated date of graduation is documented in the "Written
Notice of Anticipated Graduation" section of the IEP. It is during
the school year of the anticipated date of graduation that grade 12
status will be recognized.

(90 Students eecting to pursue a Specid High School Diploma do not have
to pass the applicable state assessments.

(h) Credit may be awarded toward a specia diploma when the student has
not completed enough standards to be awarded credit in a generd
course provided the student has met the standards for the closest
corresponding exceptional education course.

()  For students under a specia diploma, Option 2, a G°PA of 2.0 can be
based on the 12 credits required for graduation.
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8.

()  Progress toward the completion of course credit will be monitored
annudly through the IEP review. Students may complete more than the
required number of credits if it is appropriate. The number of additional
credits beyond the number required for graduation should be determined
by an evauation of the student and the need demonstrated by that
evaluation. Students may attend school until the student's 22 hirthday,
in order to be afforded the opportunity to meet these requirements.

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

A Certificate of Completion may be elected by a student with disabilities who meets al the
requirements of a standard high school diploma established by the school board but does not
pass FCAT or does not qualify for an FCAT waiver. Any student with disabilities who
meets the requirement for or graduates with a Certificate of Completion may elect to remain
in the secondary school until the student's 22™ birthday, as determined by the |EP and may
receive specia instruction designed to remedy the student’s identified deficiencies. The
student will be coded as completing the requirements.

SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

Special Certificate of Completion will be available to students enrolled in exceptional
education programs, who do not qualify for a standard diploma, do not elect to receive a
special diploma, or do not meet the requirements for a specia diploma. These students must
meet the established credit requirements in exceptiona education courses, but do not have to
pass FCAT. The use of Pasy/Fail grades may be used for those exceptional students with
disabilities who are to receive a Specia Certificate of Completion. Although the student may
continue attending school until the student’s 22™ birthday or until earning a standard diploma,
whichever comes first, as determined by the IEP, the student will be coded as completing the
requirements.

HONORS DESIGNATION (see Section I11)
SUPERINTENDENT’S DIPLOMA OF DISTINCTION (see Section 1)
FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (see Section I11)

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (see Section I11)

PROMOTION

Determination of the appropriate progression of the student enrolled in ESE will be based on
acceptable progress towards the identified instructional objectives in compliance with the IEP. The
exceptional education teacher(s) and/or general education teacher(s) has the primary responsibility
for determining each student's level of performance and ability to function academically at the next
grade level subject to review and approval by the principal. (See Genera Procedures for
Progression, Sections |, I, and I11).
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F.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIGNMENT

A student with disabilities who is enrolled in exceptiona education programs and who fails to
complete program requirements may be administratively assigned. No student may be
adminigtratively assigned based solely on age or other factors that congtitute social promotion.

Adminigtrative assgnment shall be based on individua student needs as determined by the IEP
review committee. (See General Procedures for Administrative Assignment, Sections | and 11.)

Prior to determination of administrative assgnment from dementary to middle school, or from
middle to high school, an |EP review shal be conducted by a District Program and Placement
Specidist. The parent and representatives from the sending and receiving schools shall be invited
to participate in the review. Adminigtrative assignment shall be based on individua student needs
as determined by the |EP review committee.

EXTENDED INSTRUCTIONAL TIME

A student enrolled in exceptional education programs may extend ingtructiond time, if dictated by
the student's |EP for the purpose(s) of completing IEP gods and objectives, maintaining skills, or
strengthening the educationa foundation.

VOLUSIA COUNTY SCHOOLS CHARTER DISTRICT WAIVER PROCESS

In order for a school to make major curriculum, schedule, or continuum of services (service delivery
model) changes, the district Charter Waiver Process must be completed and approved by the
School Board. Any changes to school based ESE program offerings must be planned with the ESE
Programs department well in advance to ensure that the due process rights of parents and students
with exceptiondities are met upon program implementation.
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1

2.

V.

MONITORING AND REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS

REPORT CARDS, K-12

All schools will use a district-approved report card.

A school may use supplementary reporting instruments, which may accompany the standard
report card.

Report cards will be issued to al students a regular intervals as approved by the
superintendent. The final report card for a school year will contain a statement indicating
end-of-the year status or performance or nonperformance at grade level, acceptable or
unacceptable behavior and attendance, and promotion or non-promotion.

The parent/guardian will be supplied with an interim report at the mid-point of each grading
period.

A report will be issued at the end of summer school indicating the student's progress or
status.

B. NOTICESTO PARENTS/GUARDIANS

Parent/guardian will be supplied with the following, as applicable:

1

an annual report that indicates students progress toward achieving district expectations for
proficiency in reading, writing, science, and mathematics,

notification a any time during the grading period when there is a significant change in the
student's achievement, effort and/or conduct;

notification of al date-wide and digtrict-wide tests, including Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT) for Writing (grades 4, 8, 10), Florida Comprehensive Assessment
Test (FCAT) for Science (grades 5, 8, 11), FCAT Reading and Mathematics (grades 3-10),
and norm-referenced test (grades 2-10);

notification when the student does not meet proficiency levels on statewide assessments in
reading, writing, and mathematics and the opportunity to meet with school officias to develop
an individudized academic improvement plan to assist the student in meeting the
expectations of proficiency;

notification in writing to the parent of any student in K-3 who exhibits a substantia
deficiency in reading of the following:

That his or her child been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading.
A description of the current services that are provided to the child.
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10.

11

A description of the proposed supplemental instructional service and supports that will
be provided to the child that are designed to remediate the identified are of reading
proficiency.

That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child
must be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.
Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency.

That the FCAT is not the sole determiner of promotion and that the additiona
evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to the child to assst
parents and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade
level and reading for grade promotion.

notification in writing to the parent of any student who is retained in grade 3 due to a reading
deficiency as evidenced by not scoring level 2 or above on the reading portion of grade 3
FCAT, that his or her child has not met the proficiency level required for promotion and the
reasons the child is not eligible for a good cause exemption as provided in section
1008.25(6)(b), F.S. The natification must include a description of proposed interventions and
supports that will be provided to the child to remediate the identified areas of reading
deficiency.

notification that LEP students who have been receiving services in an approved LEP
program for less than one year and who have been recommended for exemption by a
majority of the student's LEP committee may be exempted from identified standardized
achievement and assessment tests;

notification when LEP students are recommended for testing in a separate room with the
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) or heritage language teacher acting as
test administrator;

notification that students with disabilities will receive a statement of the student's progress
toward their IEP annua goals and the extent to which that progress is sufficient to enable
the student to achieve goas by the end of the school year. Parents of students with
disabilities will be informed of progress at |east as often as parents are informed of their non-
disabled student’s progress,

notification of graduation for a student with disabilities who will graduate with a Standard
High School Diploma;

Each student in grades 69 and their parents shall be provided with information concerning
the three-year and four-year high school graduation options listed in section 1003.429(1),
Florida Statutes, including the respective curriculum requirements for those options so that
the students and their parents may selected the post-secondary education or career plan that
best fits their needs.

The district school board will annually report to the parent of each student the progress of the
student towards achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics, including the student’s results on the state-wide assessment test.
The evauation of each student’s progress will be based on the student’s classroom work,
observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant information. Progress
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13.

14.

15.

reporting will be provided to the parent in writing in a format adopted by the district school
board.

notification for students in grades six through twelve of al graduation options, including
required courses;

notification for students in or entering high school of the opportunities and benefits of the
following accelerated programs;

-Advanced Placement
-International Baccalaureate
-Dud Enrollment

-Florida Virtua High School

the opportunity to attend a meeting to inform parents about middle and high school course
curriculum.

Documentation of al natification(s) must be available in the schoals.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE

The following information shall be annualy published in the loca newspaper and reported to the
State Board of Education by September 1 of each year.

1

5.

6.

The provisions of law relating to public school student progression and the school board
policies and procedures on student retention and promotion.

By grade, the number and percentage of al students in grades 310 performing at levels 1
and 2 on the reading portion of the FCAT in the prior school year.

By grade, the number and percentage of al students retained in grades 3 —10 in the prior
school year.

Information on the total number of grade 3 students who were administratively assigned in
the prior school year for good cause, by each category of good cause.

Any revisions to the policy on retention and promotion from the prior school year.

High school graduation rate calculated with GED tests, disaggregated by studert ethnicity.

D. NOTICETO FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The district shall report to the Department of Education:

1

The progress of grade 3, Tier 3 students on the Progress Monitoring Reporting Network
(PMRN) developed by FCRR at the end of the first semester.

Section V Page 3



INSTRUCTIONAL POLICIES NUMBER 307

E. REPORTING RANK IN CLASS AND GRADE POINT AVERAGE - GRADES9- 12
1 Student's weighted grade point average (GPA) is used to determine rank in class.

2. Cumulative weighted grade point average is to be used to report student standing for all
purposes except for graduation requirements.

3. For the purpose of determining valedictorian and sautatorian, the rank in class average will
be used. The rank in class average is the cumulative weighted average of al fina
semester/trimester grades earned during Grades 912, including grades for any repeated
courses calculated to the fourth decimal position (see Section 111, D. 5, Grade Point Average
May Be Increased By Repeating Course). The student with the highest rank in class
average, based on the total number of credits, will be designated as the valedictorian and the
student with the second highest rank in class will be the salutatorian. A student is required to
be enrolled in a school for a minimum of at least the last two semesters (36 weeks) in order
to be digible for vaedictorian or salutatorian honors. Additiona honors designations shal be
awarded as follows:

- Summa Cum Laude (with highest honors) 3.9 and higher
Magna Cum Laude (with high honors) 3.7 — 3.8999
- Cum Laude (with honors) 3.5-3.6999

F. GRADE POINT AVERAGE ASSISTANCE - GRADES9- 12

1 Students whose cumulative unweighted grade point average is 2.5 or below will be identified
at the end of each grading period.

2. A plan will be established at the school level, which identifies the assistance to be given to
increase the student's grade point average.

Board Approved — July 24, 2007
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