
Language 
Lesson x x 

M WT FT 

Language Lesson 

Utilize Language Materials and 

Pathologist. (SBRR) 

30-60 
minutes 

two times a 
week 

Language 
Lesson 

Guidance From the Language 

Total Reading Time 

Accelerated Core 
with Intervention 

Intervention Computer Lab or 
Language Lesson 

Total Time Total Time 

120 Minutes a Day 60 Minutes a Day 30-60 Minutes 
Two Times a Week 

3.5 – 4 Hours a Day
3.5—4 Hours a Day 

Requirements 

Reduced Student Teacher Ratio 
1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. 

Student Teacher Ratio 

Instructional Time 180 Minute Reading Block with at least a 90 minute segment of 
uninterrupted time.  1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. 

Materials 
Must be provided a different CORE curriculum from the year 
before. 
CORE 
Reading Program that is researched based and has proven success 
teaching the five components of reading and accelerating reading 
achievement by two years in one school year. 
Differentiated Materials 
Researched based materials that reinforce the initial instruction 
Intervention Materials 
Researched based materials that teach areas of deficits.  This 
instruction should take place in the 120 + 60 reading block. 
Differentiated Instruction should be treated as immediate 
intensive intervention with prescribed materials for the students’ 
deficit. 
Immediate Intensive Intervention (iii) 
Materials should continue to be used during iii after the 90 
minute block. 
SBRR Language Materials researched based materials that 
instruct students on language and vocabulary skills.  A speech/ 
language pathologist should consulted about appropriate 
materials. 1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. 

Screening FCAT, DIBELS, Program based assessments. 

Progress Monitoring Should be on going and weekly.  The progress monitoring has to 
be more frequent than for non retained students.  This can be as 
simple as a CORE reading program weekly test, timed readings, 
or observations. DIBELS must be used for these students. 
1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. 

Diagnostic Every child should be given a diagnostic measure.  For more 
information on diagnostic assessments that meet psychometric 
standards contact the Florida Center For Reading Research at 
www.fcrr.org 

(continues) 
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Requirements (continued) 

All students retained and below grade level must have an AIP. AIP 
The AIP must be driven by a diagnostic assessment. 
1008.25(7)(b) 1, F.S. 

Portfolio Any child retained in third grade must have an ongoing portfolio 
that meets that state portfolio requirement. To find information 
about state requirements for portfolio go to: http://info.fldoe.org/ 
dscgi/ds.py/Get/File-1073/Portfolio_TAP.pdf 

Transition classes In a district’s pupil progression plan there should be language that 
describes the district’s mid-year promotion procedures. Students 
should be provided grade level work for the subject areas that are 
not at risk. 

3rd – 4th grade transition classes are an option. 
1008.25(7)(b) 2, F.S. 

Districts shall provide a student that has been retained and 
received intervention instruction an option of being placed in a 
transitional instructional setting.  1008.25(7)(b) 10, F.S. 

There needs to be at least two 
professionals in the class during 
differentiated and intervention 
instruction. 

A high-performing teacher as determined by student performanceInstructor 
data and above satisfactory on performance appraisals. 

Speech Language Pathologist A licensed or certified speech language pathologist used in the 
classroom for instruction or with collaboration with lesson 
planning. 1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. 

Para-Professional Trained on materials and strategies used the classroom. 

Reporting Requirements 

Report DIBELS data. Schools will enter DIBELS information on 
the Progress Monitoring and Reporting Network 
1008.25(7)(b) 8, F.S. 

If progress is not being made additional diagnostics will be 
administered and used in conjunction with DIBELS. 

All of these measures will be reported on the PMRN. 

Progress Monitoring will be reported to 
DOE on the Progress Monitoring and 
Reporting Network (PMRN). These 
classes will follow the same schedule as 
Reading First Schools. 

Monitoring by the State 
The state will monitor reports and make visits to districts 
if needed. 
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APPENDIX E
Elements of the Semester System



ELEMENTS OF THE SEMESTER SYSTEM

A modified semester system provides educational benefits to M-DCPS secondary students,
especially those at risk of dropping out of school.  The school system's modified semester
system is in compliance with Section 1003.436(2), Florida Statutes, which partially states:  "In
awarding credit for high school graduation, each school district shall maintain a one-half credit
earned system which shall include courses provided on a full-year basis.  A student enrolled
in a full-year course shall receive one-half credit if the student successfully completes either
the first half or the second half of a full-year course but fails to successfully complete the other
half of the course and the averaging of the grades obtained in each half would not result in a
passing grade."

Personnel in M-DCPS strongly believe that continuous effort, resulting in academic
achievement, is essential to progressive scholastic growth.  As a result, M-DCPS submitted a
waiver to the Florida Department of Education to permit a teacher to override a passing end-of-
year grade for an annual course for students who do not earn a minimum of five (5) grade
points in the second semester.  The waiver was granted; it enables teachers to override a
passing end-of-year grade for an annual course by awarding a failing grade despite the fact that
the average for the year in an annual course yields a passing grade.

When a student receives credit for an annual course as the result of averaging a failing
semester and a passing semester, that student must also meet additional requirements, such
as class attendance, homework, participation, and other indicators of performance.  Where
appropriate, the teacher may continue to use an override or the "incomplete" grade entry.

Advantages of a Modified Semester System

1 Students who fail a course do not have to repeat a 180-day course to receive
credit.  Under a modified semester system, however, there is no need to develop
two master schedules per year and to reschedule all classes during the second
half of the school year.

2. The availability of semester courses provides the flexibility necessary to assist
students who are having difficulties with certain subjects or with school in
general.

3. Flexible promotion schedules benefit students who need either longer or shorter
lengths of time to master the basic curriculum.  For example, by relaxing entry
requirements to the ninth and to the tenth grade, at-risk students are able to
receive a more appropriate curriculum, but are still responsible for high school
completion requirements.

4. Increased opportunities for the advanced student make acceleration possible.

5. If offered, a senior high school student can take one annual credit or two
semester credits in a summer program.  Middle school students may take up to
two annual courses in a summer program, if offered.



6. Utilization of the state system of course codes (and the district computerized
curriculum bulletin) allows semester credit to be granted for partial completion
of a course which has been designated as an annual course by the state.

7. The district computerized system permits a teacher to override computer-
average grades in all cases except in assigning the grade of "F."  This means
that a student who is failing a course can demonstrate mastery of course
standards and be awarded a passing grade, even though a strict numerical
average might not yield one.  This eliminates the problem that results when
students who are failing a course feel there is no point in trying harder since the
final, strictly-derived average would still be below passing.

8. The enhancement of various bilingual programs makes it possible for students
with limited English proficiency to stay current in subject matter in the home
language while learning English. This helps to prevent failure and "out-of-phase"
schedules.

9. A student who has amassed sufficient credits to graduate can begin post-
secondary experiences at the end of the first semester of the final year. Students
can still participate in the graduation ceremony at the conclusion of the school
year.

10. Special programs and procedures designed to help at-risk students allow for
promotion and scheduling flexibility to meet individual needs.  Examples of these
are:  the forgiveness policy for "D" and "F" grades; evening high school; special
exceptional education curricula such as "PASS" and "Strategies," which can be
used to help special students meet promotional requirements; and expanded
opportunities for students to take adult courses to assist with graduation
requirements.

11. Programs such as "Project New Beginning" involve students who have limited
schooling and are learning a new language and culture.

Basic Features of the Modified Semester Plan

The basic features of the modified semester plan are:

1. Student course schedules are developed on a yearly basis.
2. When it is beneficial to students, semester credit is awarded for partial

completion of an annual course.
3. When it is in the student's best interest, a student who is failing a course is

moved to another related course at a lower level and, subsequently, can receive
full credit in the second course upon successful completion.

4. Alternative scheduling mechanisms and programs are formally encouraged, e.g.,
mixed day and evening course schedules or dual enrollment.













APPENDIX J
Checklist for Procedures for Special Exemption

From Graduation Test Requirements for Students with  
Disabilities Seeking a Standard High School Diploma

(Rule 6A-1.09431, FAC)



Florida Department of Education 
Bureau of Instructional Support and Community Services and 
Office of Assessment and School Performance                                                                                                            January 2003 

Note: Students who are granted an exemption must meet all other criteria for graduation with a  
         standard diploma.                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                           311928 

 
 

CHECKLIST FOR PROCEDURES FOR SPECIAL EXEMPTION 
FROM GRADUATION TEST REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS 
WITH DISABILITIES SEEKING A STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL 
DIPLOMA (RULE 6A-1.09431, FAC) 
 
 
Request Requirements:  A request may be made to the Commissioner for an 
exemption under extraordinary circumstances for a student with a disability with 
an individual educational plan (IEP) (learning process deficits and cognitive 
deficits do not constitute extraordinary circumstances).  The student may be 
exempt from any or all sections of the test required for high school graduation with 
a standard diploma. The written request must  

 
¨ come from the district school superintendent at least one semester 

before the anticipated graduation date submitted on district letterhead 
via US mail to Dr. Cornelia Orr, Florida Department of Education, Office 
of Assessment and School Performance, 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 
414, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 
 

¨ be due to extraordinary circumstances that would cause the test to 
reflect the student’s impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather 
than the student’s achievement   

 
¨ include the following documentation: 

 
__ a written description of the student’s disabling condition, including a 

specific description of the student’s impaired sensory, manual, or speaking 
skills and the extraordinary circumstances of the request 

__ written documentation of the most recent and other available re-evaluation 
or psychological reports and course transcript 

__ a written description of the disability’s effect on the student’s achievement 
__ a written description of accommodations or modifications provided in the 

student’s high school course of study 
__ written evidence that the student has had the opportunity to learn the skills 

being tested, has been prepared to participate in the testing program, and 
has been provided appropriate test accommodations 

__ written evidence that the manifestation of the student’s disability prohibits 
the student from responding to the written test even when the appropriate 
accommodations are provided, so that the result of the testing reflects the 
student’s impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills rather than the 
student’s achievement 

__ written description of academic accomplishments indicating mastery of 
skills assessed on the graduation test. 

 
 

 



APPENDIX K
Florida/Miami-Dade Virtual School

Course Offerings



Florida/Miami-Dade Virtual School

High School Course Offerings

Course Florida Course Credit Value
ART

*AP Art History 0100300 1.0

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY

*Computing for College and Careers 8209020 1.0

*Web Design I 8207110 1.0

Web Design II 8207120 1.0

COMPUTER SCIENCE

*AP Computer Science A 0200320 1.0

Computer Programming Basic I 0201330 0.5

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Chinese I 0711300 1.0

Latin I 0706300 1.0

Latin II 0706310 1.0

Latin III 0706320 1.0

*Spanish I 0708340 1.0

*Spanish II 0708350 1.0

Spanish III 0708360 1.0

HEALTH

*Life Management Skills 0800300 0.5

LANGUAGE ARTS

American Studies (English III & Amer. History/ 1001370/1001380 2.0

English III Honors & Amer. History Honors) 2100310/2100320 2.0

*English I / English I Honors 1001310/1001320 1.0

*English II / English II Honors 1001340/1001350 1.0

*English III / English III Honors 1001370/1001380 1.0

*English IV / English IV Honors 1001400/1001410 1.0

AP English Language & Composition 1001420 1.0

AP English Literature & Composition 1001430 1.0

MATHEMATICS

Algebra I a 1200370 1.0

Algebra I b 1200380 1.0

*Algebra I / Algebra I Honors 1200310/1200320 1.0

Algebra II / Algebra II Honors 1200330/1200340 1.0

*AP Calculus AB 1202310 1.0

Geometry / Geometry Honors 1206310/1206320 1.0

Liberal Arts Math 120800 1.0

Pre-Calculus 1202340 1.0



Course Florida Course Code
Traditional/Honors

Credit Value

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Adaptive Personal Fitness IEP or 504 Plan 1500300 0.5

Fitness Lifestyle Design 1501310 0.5

*Personal Fitness 1501300 0.5

SCIENCE

*AP Biology 2000340 1.0

*Biology / Biology Honors 2000310/2000320 1.0

Chemistry / Chemistry Honors 2003340/2003350 1.0

*Earth Space Science / Earth Space Honors 2001310/2001320 1.0

Marine Science / Marine Science Honors 2002500/2002510 1.0

Physics / Physics Honors 2003380/2003390 1.0

SOCIAL STUDIES

*American Government / Amer. Gov’t. Honors 2106310/2106320 0.5

American History / American History Honors 2100310/2100320 1.0

American Studies (English III & Amer. History/ 1001370/1001380 2.0

English III Honors & Amer. History Honors) 2100310/2100320 2.0

AP U.S. Government and Politics 2106420 0.5

AP U.S.  History 2100330 1.0

AP Microeconomics 2102360 0.5

AP Macroeconomics 2102370 0.5

*Economics / Economics Honors 2102310/2102320 0.5

Global Studies 2104320 1.0

World History / World History Honors 2109310/2109320 1.0

SAFETY AND DRIVER EDUCATION

Driver Education/Traffic Safety 1900300 0.5

STUDY SKILLS

FCAT Prep - 10th Grade 1000420 0.5

*SAT Prep 1700370 0.5

* also offered by Miami-Dade Virtual School

Middle School Course Offerings

Course Florida Course
Code

Credit Value

ART

M/J Orientation to Art 2-D 2300040 0.5

BUSINESS EDUCATION

 M/J Keyboarding 8200110 0.5

LANGUAGE ARTS

M/J Language Arts 1 /M/J LA 1 Advanced 1001010/1001020 1.0

M/J Language Arts 2 /M/J  LA 2 Advanced 1001040/1001050 1.0

M/J Language Arts 3 /M/J  LA 3 Advanced 1001070/1001080 1.0

MATHEMATICS

M/J Mathematics 1 /M/J Math 1 Advanced 1205010/1205020 1.0

M/J Mathematics 2 /M/J Math 2 Advanced 1205040/1205050 1.0

M/J Mathematics 3 /M/J Math 3 Advanced 1205070/1205080 1.0




