
NCLB School Choice and SES Programs

5775 Osceola Trail

Naples, FL 34109

Phone:  377-4578
Fax: 377-0321

July 14, 2009
Dear Parent or Guardian,

Your child attends Immokalee High School which receives federal Title I funds to assist students in meeting state achievement standards.  Your child’s school has not met these standards in reading and math for 7 consecutive years for certain subgroups.  This school has been identified as a School in Restructuring. This school received a Grade of D and met 69% of AYP standards for 2008-09. This school is required to offer NCLB School Choice, Opportunity Scholarship (Transfer), and SES (Free Tutoring).This notice is required by the federal No Child Left Behind law. The table below shows the percent of proficient students in the school compared to other schools in the district and state.
	% of Students Scoring Level 3 (Proficient) or Higher on FCAT 2008-2009

	Subject
	School
	District
	State

	Reading
	22
	67
	62

	Mathematics
	51
	72
	67

	Writing
	71
	86
	94


What are we doing about it?

The Collier School District is providing the following assistance and support to help the students at your child’s school improve their academic achievement.  A district assistance team was established to assist with planning activities to increase achievement. The staff received professional development on meeting the individual needs of all the students.  Continue to implement 50 minutes extended day. Frequent monitoring and assessments are implemented to ensure students are on track for meeting the state standards. The district and the schools are providing additional after school programs to help the lowest achieving students.

What can you do?

You are very important to your child’s education.  We invite you to become more involved in your child’s school by spending as much time as you can at school and by reading to or listening to your child read each school day. It is very helpful if you talk with your child about school everyday and have him/her to explain what he learned that day. You can tell your child stories that you know or perhaps about your childhood as you grew up or other places you have lived.  It is also helpful to talk about what you see in your neighborhood, the names of plants, anything that can create interest for your child.  All of this will help your child be more creative in writing and will help him/her come up with ideas to write about when needed. Most of all you can continually tell your child about how important schooling is and talk about the future and what you and he/she would like to see happening as he/she grows up.  Encourage your child to attend school every day! We your child is absent from school, it distract from learning (Having to constantly catch up makes school seems dull and uninteresting.)
What are your Choice options?

Under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law, when a school has been identified as a School in Restructuring, parents were given options for the 2009-2010 school year:

· You could have chosen to have your child remain at the current school.

· If your child is eligible for free or reduced-priced meal, you still may choose for your child to remain at the current school and receive free tutoring or “Supplemental Educational Services” (SES).  We will send you additional information about free tutoring before school opens in August. It is important that you sign up for SES as soon as you receive the information in August since we have more children requesting assistance than we have sufficient funds to provide to all who request it. Students will be prioritized on a low-income, low-achievement basis.
· You could have chosen to transfer your child to one of the schools listed below with transportation on the public school bus provided by the district.  Because demands for transportation exceeded available funds, transportation was prioritized to the lowest achieving low-income students.  However efforts were made to grant as many requests as possible.

In March 2009 you were offered the following schools:

Palmetto Ridge High
Grade “C” for 2008-09 
Met 79% of AYP standards for 2008-09
Everglades City School
Grade “C” for 2008-09 
Met 92% of AYP standards for 2008-09

Additional information about school grades and AYP can be found on the state website at www.schoolgrade.fldoe.org or on the district website at www.collier.k12.fl.us .  If you have questions about schools or about your NCLB Choice options please contact Luis Maccou at 239-377-0322 for Haitian Creole or Angie Cruz at 239-377-4578 for Spanish and English or visit www.collierschools.com/fsgrants/NCLB.htm.   
It was up to you!
You may have chosen to remain at Immokalee High School. If you would like information about other non-NCLB Choice options, call 377-0253 or you can apply for a NCLB School Choice transfer in February of 2010 to transfer in the school year 2010-2011.
Sincerely,

Luis Maccou, NCLB Choice/SES Coordinator
