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Holmes District School Board

701 East Pennsylvania Avenue

Bonifay, FL 32425

TEL (850) 547-9341

FAX (850) 547-0381
July 28, 2009
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Our schools are committed to providing a high-quality educational program for your child.  We are working hard to provide programs to help all students succeed in our school district.  Your child attends Bonifay Middle School, which receives federal Title I funds to assist students in meeting state achievement standards.  We are extremely pleased that BMS is an “A” school and met 90% of the state criteria for the 2008-09 year; however, they did not meet total math proficiency and will remain a “school in need of improvement.”  BMS will continue to offer the following options for the 2009-10 school year.  You may choose ONE of the following:
· You may choose to transfer your child to another public school (non-Title I School) in the district that is not in need of improvement, with transportation provided for as long as Bonifay Middle School remains a school in need of improvement.  Please understand that you do not have to transfer your child(ren) to another school.
· If your child is eligible for free or reduced-priced lunch, you may choose for your child to remain at his or her current school and receive “Supplemental Educational Services” (free tutoring, after school).  An enrollment form is enclosed along with information on SES and the providers serving Holmes County.
If you wish to transfer your child to another public school, you may choose the following school:

· Ponce de Leon High who made a “B” grade for 2008-09 and met 82% of state criteria
Please see the information on the back concerning CHOICE and Supplemental Educational Services.
Compared to other schools in the district, Bonifay Middle met 90% of the state’s criteria, Bonifay Elementary 100%, PDLE 85%, Poplar Springs 90%, Bethlehem 85%, Bonifay Middle 90%, HCHS 74% and PDLH 82%.
If you would like more information regarding your child’s school and how it compares to all schools in the district, please contact Principal Donald Etheridge at 850-547-2678, visit the Florida Department of Education’s website at www.fldoe.org, or call 1-800-447-1636.
To help the school improve student achievement and make AYP, the school staff is developing and implementing a comprehensive plan that includes:  identifying and addressing the specific reasons for low student achievement and expanding the knowledge base and skill set of teachers.  The district is helping the school by giving information on effective curriculum and instructional strategies, analyzing student performance data to guide decisions, and increasing staff training and planning.  You can get involved in this process by coming to parent-school meetings on student achievement, supporting and reinforcing your child’s good study habits, reviewing your child’s homework and test results, and setting goals with your child for continued academic improvement. Helpful information is available at www.justreadflorida.com, www.justreadfamilies.org, www.facts.org, www.familyeducation.com and www.hdsb.org. 
Complete the enclosed form, listing your choices, and return the form in the self-addressed, stamped envelope by Aug. 27, 2009 or return it to your child’s school, the District Office or bring it to the SES Provider & Parent Meeting at Bonifay Elementary School on Aug. 27, 2008. If you have questions concerning any information contained in this letter, please contact Principal Donald Etheridge at 850-547-2678 or Mrs. Gwen Young, Title I Administrator at the District Office at 850-547-5928, ext. 253.  
Sincerely,

Gary Galloway, Superintendent
SCHOOL CHOICE – BONIFAY MIDDLE SCHOOL – July 28, 2009
Federal law requires school districts to offer parents in Title I public schools identified as “schools in need of improvement” two choices:  the opportunity to transfer their children to other public schools in the same school district with transportation provided OR Supplemental Educational Services (free tutoring) to those lowest-achieving students who qualify for free or reduced lunch.  Those who qualify should have an enrollment form in this packet of information.  If you believe there has been an error in qualifying students, please contact Mrs.Young at 850-547-5928, ext. 228.

Your child’s school has been identified as “in need of improvement.”   Therefore, you may choose to transfer your child to another school OR if your child qualifies, free tutoring.   If you have questions, please call the school principal, Mr. Etheridge at 850-547-2678 or Mrs. Gwen Young at the District Office at 850-547-5928, ext. 228. If interested in SES, there will be a Provider Meeting at Bonifay Elementary School on Aug. 27, 2009 beginning at 5:30 P.M. where you can meet representatives from the companies providing tutoring for our students.

___________________________________________   _____________________________

                     Name of Student



         Grade - 2009-10 School Year
________________________________________
_________________________________

                Name of Parent/Guardian



            Address

____________________
_______________
_________________   ____________________

          Home Phone

     Work Phone
      Cell Phone

Email Address

Check one of the following options:

____ My child will remain at Bonifay Middle School.   We do not want to transfer or receive 

         Supplemental Educational Services (free tutoring) at this time.

____ I am requesting that my child be allowed to transfer to Ponce de Leon High School with

         transportation provided.    PDLH is the only receiving school for grades 6-8 in the district.  

         PDLH received a school grade of “B,” was not a Title I school in 2009, and is therefore

         qualified to be a receiving school.

____ I am requesting Supplemental Educational Services (SES, free tutoring) for my child.  I 

         understand to receive SES my child must qualify for free or reduced lunch status and also

         that priority will be given to the lowest-achieving students (Based on FCAT scores).  I am 

         mailing back this form and the enrollment form.
________________________________________

         Signature – Parent or Guardian

It is very important that we get these forms returned with an option checked.  Thanks for your assistance.
Please return this form in the self-addressed, stamped envelope by Aug. 27, 2009.
You may also return forms to the District Office at 701 E. Penn. Ave., or at the SES Provider  and Parent Meeting on Thursday, Aug. 27, 2009 at BES.
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